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Dear Families 

I hope that you’re all keeping safe and well. The Autumn term has flown by and we’re     
rapidly approaching Christmas.  

The children have made a lot of progress in their personal development since the start of 
the academic year and it is a pleasure to see them playing with their friends enjoying their 
time at the Centre.  

 

Children thrive because the practitioners make the provision exciting 
and engaging. I hope that you enjoy reading about the learning that 
have taken place across the centre below in this newsletter. 

 

 

My time at the Centre is coming to an end this term after a tenure of nearly 4 and a half 
years as I’m preparing for retirement.   During my time at the centre I have had the            
privilege to observe some fantastic early years practice and I can hand on heart say that 
the children have a great start to nursery education laying firm foundations for future 
learning. 

Governors will keep parents updated with the appointment of my successor in due course.  

I wish everyone associated with Hardmoor Early Years Centre the very best for the future. 

 

 

 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

With best wishes  

for a safe and 

healthy winter 



 

 

It has been a very busy month in Hedgehogs room! We plan learning activities around the children’s       
interests, and this month there has been lots of interest around sensory  needs for the children and they 
have enjoyed ice play,  and painting on different textures  e.g. foil painting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has also been an interest in babies and the home corner so we brought in the hospital play resources. 
This created opportunities to have lots of conversations around caring for each other. 

The children have been asking to go back into the woods which is lovely to see and the weather has being 
kind to us so there has been lots of opportunities for children to develop their gross motor skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are getting excited about all the Christmas festivities, we have 
been busy elves making lots of different things and next week on Thursday   
16 December will be their party day. May we take this opportunity as a team 
to wish everyone A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from  Hedgehogs 

Hedgehogs 
Thank you to everyone who joined in with      
children in need, the children really enjoyed it 
and we raised £56. 



 

 

The children have been busy developing their fine motor skills glueing and  
sticking the leaves they collected from the woods to create Autumnal collages . 
As Bonfire Night approached the children practised their fine motor skills       
experimenting with colours and brush strokes to represent fireworks for our 
display.  

 

We have been exploring the woods this month and the fallen leaves have provided an 
opportunity to extend role play in the mud kitchen whilst balancing on the planks   
supporting the development of gross motor skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

We invited the children to wear pyjamas to nursery on Children in Need Day to help raise money for the 
event.  We celebrated the day with fun activities including colouring in Pudsey characters and making      
Pudsey masks to take home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marble painting has been very popular with the children focusing on their activity and creating Christmas 
decorations to hang on the tree and with Christmas in mind the children helped to decorate Rabbits Base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbits Team 

Update from Rabbits 

Dates for Diary:  

 Children’s Christmas party Tuesday 21st December 2021 2pm to 3.30pm. 

 Christmas break 24th December 2021 to 3rd January 2022 inclusive. 

 

Please join our Rabbits’ Facebook page to share your family Christmas festivities  



Over the last month the Foxes and Badgers have continued to explore shapes using the light boxes that we 

were given as well as through the transient art resources in the classrooms. We have been talking about the             

position of the shapes in the patterns and arrangements made. We have also been reinforcing these                

concepts by playing games and singing songs, where the children put things such as the ‘shaky eggs ‘they are 

using above them, on top of their heads  next to them, behind them, or under their legs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the garden the children have continued to explore the new resources. They love the steering wheels and 

have spent time using their imagination to take them to places such as the to the seaside going on holiday or 

just driving to the shops. In Badgers this imaginative play was used to create an aeroplane using the large 

blocks . The wooden blocks both big and small are excellent resources for developing  imaginative play but 

also for promoting problem solving, engineering concepts  and mathematical thinking. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The children have been involved in various Christmas crafts and activities.  They enjoyed the challenge of 

making their own jigsaw puzzle allowing them to demonstrate both their fine motor skills with cutting up 

their Christmas picture and their problem solving skills of putting the puzzle back together. They were       

encouraged to look at the picture to match the pieces together, to consider the straight edges and  corners, 

something we have been learning about when talking about shapes. 

Update from over 3s 



Update continued from over 3s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have also been exploring concepts associated with physics . We made Gloop which was a great 

hit. The children found the oobleck mix of corn flour and water fascinating as it display two opposing       

qualities at the same time in that it can appear both as a solid and a liquid!! They loved the way  it dripped 

off their hands or could be scraped into piles then ooze into the spaces they had created. The children then 

explored the properties of magnets. They discovered that while some things were attracted to them others 

weren't. This sparked lots of conversation about why this would be the case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the last week of term the children will be enjoying a variety of Christmas activities including  making 

party crowns for the Christmas party.  At the party we will be having some yummy food, playing games and 

having a special visitor come to see us.  

Badgers Team Foxes Team 

Please could we kindly ask 

you to discourage  your 

child from brining toys from 

home in to the   

bases as we can 

not guarantee 

their safe return. 



Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre  Facebook and Instagram pages.                                                 
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk 

We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on  Information 
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!  

 

 

 

 

 

2021 
 Monday 20 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022 — Christmas Holiday Centre 

shut to term time only children 

 Friday 24 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022 — Christmas Holiday Centre shut 

to ALL children 

 Monday 21 February to Friday 25 February 2022 — February Half Term. Centre         

shut to term time only children 

 NOTE: Tuesday 3 May 2022 —Additional term time only children closure day              

(Day Care still open)  

Dates for your Diary 

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/   

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre  
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC  

We are delighted to still be ranked in the best three rated nurseries in 

Southampton.  “Thank you for your continued support."  

Initial visit day for new children (centre closed for Term Time children) 
 Tuesday 4 January 2022 

 Monday 28 March 2022 

 

Inset Days  - for staff training  

(centre closed for all children) 

 Friday 28 January 2022  

 Monday 6 June 2022   

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC


From the Hardmoor  

Governors and Staff 


