
 

Hardmoor Early Years Centre  

November 2021  —Newsletter 2 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Tapestry 

Thank you to all the parents who contribute to Tapestry. Tapestry builds up a record of 

your unique child’s time at the centre. I do hope that you enjoy reading about your 

child’s learning and development and what they have achieved at the centre. As part of 

this, we really value parents’ posts and comments on Tapestry.   If you have any           

problems with e.g. uploading photos, please contact us and we would be more than   

happy to help you. 

 

 Safeguarding 

The safeguarding and welfare of our children is of the highest priority for 

the Centre. We have a range of Safeguarding Policies in place which are 

reviewed regularly by Governors and staff.  

Full copies of the school’s Safeguarding Policies are available on our website: www.hardmoor.co.uk 

 

Here is a quick overview of some of the policies in place: 

Safeguarding: 

This is the overarching policy which explains the actions that the Centre does to keep children safe. It 

provides staff with the framework to promote and safeguard the wellbeing of children and how to meet their 

statutory responsibilities. 

 

Child Protection: 

This is a sensitive area and all staff receive training. The Centre has Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) who 

deal with all child protection concerns. Their names and photos are displayed around the Centre. We work in 

close partnership with external agencies in all child protection issues. 

 

First Aid: 

We have several members of staff with First Aid certificates who undergo training in order to deliver First Aid. 

The policy explains the procedure staff follow in the event of a medical emergency and accidents. 

 

http://www.hardmoor.co.uk


 

Health and Safety: 

The safety of children, staff and visitors is paramount. Risk assessments are regularly undertaken for activities, 

bases and the grounds. 

We have a comprehensive risk assessment in place which outlines the actions we take to ensure the safety of 

everyone at the centre during the Covid-19 period. The risk assessment is reviewed and updated regularly and 

is available for you to view on our website. 

 

Medication: 

This explains our procedures for administering and storing medicines at the Centre. The policy also outlines 

the responsibilities of parents.  

 

Parent Governor 

We have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our Governing Body. Being a governor can be a     

rewarding role and enables you to play an important part in how the centre is managed, e.g. in 

relation to what the children are learning, policy making, financial decisions etc. If you are         

interested in this role, please contact the office. If you would like to speak to a member of staff or other     

governors please do not hesitate to contact either myself or Sarah Williams, our Chair of Governors. We 

would be very happy to speak to you about this role.    www.hardmoor.co.uk/vacancies 

 

 

Local Authority Visit 

We recently had our annual meeting with our School Improvement Officer. I’m pleased to report that: 

Children are happy and settled. 

Staff know the children well and are committed to doing well to the children in their 

care. 

Children were engaged in purposeful play. Children were focussed and sustaining                       

concentration well 

The range of activities available to the children were engaging 

The co-operation and persistence were strong features of the skills of the children. 

 

I am so proud of the children and how they are flourishing at the centre and enjoying their time with their 

peers. They show a real curiosity in the world and staff go the extra mile to ensure the provision is highly    

engaging. Below you will see some of the learning the children have engaged with this term in the different 

year groups. I hope that you enjoy reading about the exciting learning activities the children have                  

experienced. 

 

 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Headteacher 



 

 

We have been very lucky with the autumn weather so far this term enjoying riding the 

bikes through crunchy leaves and learning to balance along a plank of wood as we can now 

go back in our woods which the children are happy about.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have started to do small group times in order to develop the  children’s concentration 

skills, making the activity interactive as much as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a busy time of year with Halloween and firework festivities to talk about, so we 

have had some pumpkins  to explore, tapping in golf tees which are developing hand eye  

co-ordination and then a lovely sensory opportunity of discovering what is inside the 

pumpkin.  Then there was ‘ Firework 

night’ we made firework pictures     

using balls covered in paint placed in a 

pot which has  paper in it, close the lid 

and shake ,shake, shake and we       

discovered that  all the colours mix  

together. 

 

 

Update from  Hedgehogs 



 

 

In addition to these activities the children are really showing us that they want to explore 

sensory activities so they have had dry pasta, bubbles in the water, shaving foam, play 

dough, and painting poppies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to welcome into Hedgehogs:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a polite reminder:  with the winter approaching and additional hats 

and gloves coming in with the children, please can we have all clothing 

and foot wear named as it would be very helpful for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update continued from  Hedgehogs 

Hedgehogs 

Ginny Wright - Senior Early Years Practitioner 

Kristy Shum - Early Years Assistant 

Olivia Buston - Early Years Assistant 

Also if circumstances change and you 

send a different person to collect your 

child, please can you remember to 

phone in during the day to let us 

know. 

Thank you  



 

 

The fallen Autumn leaves have provided a sensory activity                   
incorporating personal and social development, psychical                
development and maths and Maths with the children exploring the 
texture of the trees together with collecting the leaves and filling the 
buckets to create collages. 

 

We have been focusing on Physical Development in the Rabbits base      
concentrating on Gross and Fine Motor Skills.  The children have explored 
the use of different materials including paint and the pumpkins collected 
from the allotment,  using knives to cut up the vegetables for our pumpkin 
soup and picking up different sized balls to fill different sized containers. 

 

Other activities have included exploring the contents of the pumpkin and 
dressing up for Halloween. 

 

 

 

 

The introduction of a post box has been very popular with the children taking turns to post 
and developing their motor skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be holding a Christmas party for all the children in        
Rabbits Base.  The date and time will be confirmed via Tapestry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbits Team 

Update from Rabbits 

Rabbits Team update 

We welcome Natasha 
(Tash) to the Rabbits 
Team as an Early Years 
Assistant.  Her working hours 
are Tuesday to Friday 8am to 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

Update from over 3s 

We have had a busy few weeks exploring the seasonal changes and finding out all about how 

the leaves change colour and fall off the trees. As a result of the leaves falling from the trees 

they made the garden rather untidy so we got some brushes for the children to help us keep the 

area clean and tidy. Using brooms is fabulous for building the children’s core strength and   

stamina. We also got the children some spades as digging is also a great strength building     

activity that the children love to do. 

 

We have been getting physical in other ways too. We all used 

some coloured scarves to join in with a dance inspired by the 

Diwali  celebrations some of our children were involved with at 

home. The children had to watch and copy the movements of 

Angela as she led the dance . The children tried hard to keep in 

time with the movements and looked as if they were having lots 

of fun! 

Over bonfire week the children talked a lot 

about the fireworks they had seen or heard 

so we  decided to represent some of these 

through paint. We used some cardboard 

rolls and some flower heads to dip into the 

paint then press them onto the paper. We 

got some fabulous results and all agreed 

they reminded us of the fireworks we had 

seen. 



Update continued from over 3s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Badgers Team 

Cooking is great for building core strength from     

having to mix the ingredients together. We always 

stand up when cooking as this allows for greater     

development than sitting down. Large mark making 

opportunities such as using brushes in sand or fingers 

in shaving foam and gloop also promote this. Over the 

recent weeks children have explored a number of      

different  textured resources this way.  

Some of the children have been developing their        

understanding of following a recipe and cooking           

delicious treats to take home. The children made           

banana bites where they had to use their mathematical 

skills to measure the ingredients out, add their banana 

and mash it all up. They then spooned the mixture into 

baking cases to be cooked. They all agreed that the end 

results were delicious. 

In our maths area we have been exploring shapes. We 

have been looking at the number of sides the shapes 

have, whether those sides are straight or curved and if 

the shape has any corners?  We have been comparing 

sizes to decide which is bigger and which is smaller. 

We also did this when collecting fallen leaves from our 

allotment area. We sorted them into groups of big and 

small. We decided that some of the leaves were middle 

sized too. We have been developing our maths skills 

further with counting and using numbers to help us 

work out how many children and adults we have in the 

room. 

Foxes Team 

Next month we will continue to explore shape  and 

number as well as the positon of things. We will be 

thinking about Christmas and getting creative. We 

will continue to watch the seasonal changes and will 

be wishing for some snow to play in! 





Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre  Facebook and Instagram pages.                                                 
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk 

We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on  Information 
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our 
posts!  

 

 

 

 

2021 
 Monday 20 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022 — Christmas Holiday Centre 

shut to term time only children 

 Friday 24 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022 — Christmas Holiday Centre shut 

to ALL children 

 Monday 21 February to Friday 25 February 2022 — February Half Term. Centre         

shut to term time only children 

 NOTE: Tuesday 3 May 2022 —Additional term time only children closure day              

(Day Care still open)  

Dates for your Diary 

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/   

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre  https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC  

We are delighted to still be ranked in the best three rated nurseries in 

Southampton.  “Thank you for your continued support."  

Initial visit day for new children (centre closed for Term Time children) 
 Tuesday 4 January 2022 

 Monday 28 March 2022 

 

Inset Days  - for staff training  

(centre closed for all children) 

 Friday 28 January 2022  

 Monday 6 June 2022   

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC



