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Dear Parents and Carers 

A warm welcome back to everybody and to all new children and parents who have joined 
the Hardmoor Early Years Centre community. The children are settling well into the nursery 
routines and it is lovely to see the children enjoying themselves with old and new friends 
and forging positive relationships with adults.  

 

Our motto is ‘Nurturing the seeds of learning’ and you will be able to 
find out what your child will be learning and doing throughout the year 
as outlined on the website curriculum page.  Of course these are only 
summaries, however the leaders of each base will provide more            
information about the activities taking place across the centre as         
outlined below in the newsletter. 

 

You will also be able to gain a taste of your child’s Learning Journey through 
Tapestry. We really value parents’ contribution to Tapestry and we look      
forward  to seeing these in forms of comments and photos over the coming 
year. Parents’ contributions form an important part of the assessment of 
children’s learning in line with the Early Years Foundation framework. 

 

For your information, our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) 
is Melanie Streader, who has many years of special needs experience. If 
you have any concerns with regard to your child’s progress or learning 
needs, please do not hesitate to see your child’s key person in the first           
instance. Melanie is available for advice and support and appointments 
can be made through the School Office.  

You can also view our provision for Special Educational Needs & Disabilities on our            
website: www.hardmoor.co.uk   

 

I look forward to a successful year for all the children and working in partnership with all 
parents and carers. 
 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Headteacher 

http://www.hardmoor.co.uk


 

Welcome to the new academic year!   
 
It has been wonderful to welcome so many new children and   
families to the Centre.  I have been so pleased to see how well the 
children are coping with starting nursery, as well as our existing 
children who have moved to a new base and welcomed new 
friends.  
 
 
 
Supporting children’s wellbeing is a priority for the Centre.  Our team are skilled and  
committed in whatever role we play with helping children to settle in and have a good 
time at nursery.   If your child is experiencing any ups and downs, whether that is to do 
with starting nursery, the arrival of a new sibling or because they are going 
through a growth spurt or brain leap - please speak to your child’s Key     
Person.  We always want to work in partnership with parents and carers to 
find the best way of supporting your child at home and at nursery.  
 
 
 

As we emerge from the pandemic and see the lifting of many restrictions, 
we continue with measures at nursery to support social distancing             
alongside an enhanced cleaning schedule. Our risk assessment is regularly      
reviewed in line with Government directives and guidance.  
You can read our risk assessment here: https://hardmoor.co.uk/policies/ 

 
 
While we are unable to invite parents and carers in to join us for play and learning          
opportunities with your children, we are using our online learning activities to build links 
with families.  We use Tapestry as a way of sharing what your child is doing at nursery. It’s 
also a great way to share what you’ve been up to at home - please share your photos or 
videos on Tapestry by clicking the + sign in the top right corner to “upload a new            
observation”.   We have also set up private Facebook groups for 
each of the bases, as a way of sharing news, and support     
parents / carers to develop their network of friends with      
similar aged children. All parents / carers are  invited to join, 
we will send out the link to your child’s group next week.  
 
Wishing everyone an enjoyable Autumn term.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Emma Bator 
Head of Centre 

 



 

 

We have had a lovely summer spending time in the outside space.  The children 

spent time exploring the large woodland area to find the hidden crocodile we       

focused on the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’.  Which led us to try and make our 

very own houses of straw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the beginning of this term we will be focusing on the development area of 

‘Sense of Self’.  We have been discussing our facial features and what makes us 

unique.  Even painting our very own faces to be displayed for our friends to see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from  Under 3s  

Hedgehogs 



The children have been enjoying the Covid restrictions being lifted on the use of the climbing 
frame in the playground.  They have enjoyed the opportunity  to develop their gross motor 
skills and self confidence exploring the many elements the climbing frame provides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The warm weather enabled us to enjoy plenty of water play in the Rabbits     
garden.  The children particularly enjoyed filling and pouring water from          
containers with the older children further developing their Maths skills learning 
how to pour water accurately into the water mill to make the wheels turn.   

 

With the recent enrolment of new babies into the room we have             
introduced a new activity centre into our Continuous Provision which 
they have enjoyed exploring, supporting their mobility and fine motor 
skills and helping them to settle in their new environment. 

 

The older babies have been exploring puzzles and cause and effect activities supporting their 
early maths and fine motor skills development. 

The older children have been further developing their motor skills engaging in mark making 
activities exploring colour and different utensils to make marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of September the over 2s moved up to Hedgehogs.  We wish them and their 
families all the best in their new adventure. 

 

 

 

 

Rabbits Team 
Rabbits Team update 

We are pleased to announce that both    
Mikka and Steph have had their babies 
and that they are all doing well.   



Welcome back after the summer break to all our returning families, and welcome to Badger 
Room for all our new families.  
 
You may be aware that we are currently going through the  recruitment procedure for a new 
room leader.  

Until then, Alex will be leading the room with Khawla's support. 
We are both looking forward to working with your children and 
settling them in to new routines with new friends and adults. 
We hope that you will share with us any concerns or ideas       
regarding your child(ren) and we look forward to getting to 
know you. 

  
To build links between home and nursery, we would like to invite you to upload 
to Tapestry a few photos of your child with family members, so that we have   
pictures of familiar people and events to show them and talk about with them. 
We are always willing to help if you are not sure how to access your child's      
Tapestry account to add comments or upload photos, as we hope it will become 
a shared learning journal for their time at nursery. 

 
 
Over this half term at group times we will focus on introducing areas of the nursery                 
environment and development of personal, social and emotional skills, such as building           
relationships, getting to know routines and developing self confidence and independence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Please provide wellie boots for your child to be able to play outside 
in most weathers (waterproofs are not essential but do come in 
handy) 
 

So far this term we are pleased with how well the children have 
settled in to their new surroundings and look forward to a great year 
with lots of fun and learning opportunities. 

 
 

 

 

Update from Badgers  

Badgers Team 



Update from Foxes  

Welcome to all of our new children and their families to Foxes base, the         

children have settled in really well and are adapting to their new base.  Some 

children have been attending over the summer and have settled into the          

bases.  We would like to welcome Angela to Foxes base, she will be a key         

person for a group of children. 

 

The children have settled into the daily routines and are listening well during circle time and 

following the visual timetable. They have been able to investigate both the indoor and        

outdoor learning environment and we are encouraging the children to tidy away their toys, 

this is something you might like to encourage at home.  In the next few weeks we will begin 

our small group times, these sessions are focused on Literacy, Numeracy and Communication 

through fun play activities and are planned to extend the children’s  individual learning.  Links 

to our learning for this half term will be on the website.  Our learning is flexible and we       

respond and plan to reflect the children’s interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the next few weeks we will be visiting the woods as part of the centre’s 

Outdoor Woodland Learning Programme (OWL).  We plan appropriate          

activities for children to develop their knowledge of the world around them 

in a safe way, we teach them how to use tools appropriately and we will be 

working towards building our own fires to cook on.  Our woodland days are  

Tuesday mornings and Wednesday afternoons.  

 

 

Please ensure that on these days your child is wearing long sleeved clothing and 

as the  weather changes that they have layers of clothing on.  We provide           

waterproof trousers for the children to use and ponchos to put over their coats. 

 

 



Update continued from Foxes  

We use Tapestry to record one quality observation of your child each month, 

each week we will put photo’s onto Tapestry. This is a fantastic way for you to 

see what your child has been doing at nursery, please do comment on their 

observations as we welcome these.  I will often send reminders to you 

through Tapestry, so if you are finding it difficult to log on please speak to the 

office. 

 

Next week I will be sending home a ‘WOW Wednesday’ letter, this is for you 

to record your child’s achievements at home, for example their first           

swimming lesson, riding a bike without stabilisers, helping to tidy away, send 

it back on a Wednesday and we will celebrate this with the other children.  

 

 

We will begin sending a book bag with a book chosen by your child from our 

lending library, we will change their books on set days. Please could you make 

sure that it is returned on the day you have been allocated for exchanging.  

Reading is really important and encourages  chil-

dren to    experience story patterns, rhythm and 

rhyme and characters in stories. 

 

 

 

Please could we ask that children do not bring in rucksacks or bags each day as we do not 

have the space to store these, especially as we are approaching the winter months and the stor-

ing of thick coats.  Please could you ensure that your child has a pair of boots where possible 

to keep in nursery as we change shoes as the children go outside to inside, this also avoids 

muddy  carpets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foxes Team 



News from the Garden 

 
In spite of the strange summer weather we have had, the allotment 
has done incredibly well, contributing large amounts of 
home grown, organic fruit and veg to the children’s diet. 
 
Overall so far this season the allotment has produced 
87.42 kg of food ( nearly 193 lbs in old money). This has 
been from 20 different crops and we still have some more 
to come! Star performers have included Runner Beans, 
8.45 kg, tomatoes, 63 Mini Munch cucumbers from only 2 
plants. Soon we will be picking sweet corn, celery, kale 
and leeks to see us through the depths of winter.  

 

  

 

 

Pumpkins are shaping up nicely for Hallowe’en. 

 

 

 

 

We may even be picking our own mini grape harvest as 

well as some apples and pears if we are lucky. 

 

 
 
 
All this has come about from the small cost of seed, some time, care and water! I hope you 
might feel inspired to grow more of your own, or even better, volunteer to lend a hand at the 
Centres allotment so that we can have an even bigger, better harvest in 2022!                                
 
Let reception know if you would like to lend a hand. 
 
 
Helen  
Volunteer Gardener 
 
 



Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre  Facebook and Instagram pages.                                                 
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk 

We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on  Information 
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our 
posts!  

 

 

 

 

2021 
 Monday 25 to Friday 29 October — October Half Term Centre shut to term time only 

children 

 Monday 20 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022 — Christmas Holiday Centre 

shut to term time only children 

 Friday 24 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022 — Christmas Holiday Centre shut 

to ALL children 

 NOTE: Tuesday 3 May 2022 —Additional term time only  closure day  

 

Dates for your Diary 

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/   

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre  https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC  

We are delighted to still be ranked in the best three rated nurseries in 

Southampton.  “Thank you for your continued support."  

Initial visit day for new children (centre closed for Term Time children) 
 Tuesday 4 January 2022 

 Monday 28 March 2022 

 

Inset Days  - for staff training  

(centre closed for all children) 

 Monday 11 October 2021 and Tuesday 12 October  

 Friday 28 January 2022  

 Monday 6 June 2022   

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC



