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Dear Parents and Carers 

As we’re approaching the end of the academic year I am reflecting on our school motto 

“Nurturing the Seeds of Learning”.  

 

At Hardmoor Early Years Centre we have a truly dedicated workforce committed to     
delivering a stimulating curriculum and vibrant learning environment for every single 
child. The children have made leaps of progress in their development and learning and 
we are all so proud of their achievements!  

We are fortunate to have enjoyed such a positive partnership with parents and carers 
and we look forward to seeing this continue next year for those of you who are staying.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for the support given 

to the Centre during this unprecedented year. I hope that you have had the opportunity 

to watch our new video showcasing some of the wonderful facilities at the centre. The 

video can be found on the home page of our website  hardmoor.co.uk 

 

I wish our leavers the very best in their new schools in September; we 

know that they will all do brilliantly!   The children have laid a good 

foundation to learning whilst at Hardmoor as they have all developed 

in independence and show inquisitive, enquiring minds.      This will all 

put them in good stead for what I’m sure will be an amazing Reception 

year for all! 

 

I wish you and your family a safe and restful summer holiday. 

 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 



 

 

The children in Hedgehogs have been busy this month.  
 
With the lovely weather we experienced at the beginning of the month, 
the children have had the opportunity to access the inside learning  
outside. The team provided the children with some paint and large 
sheets of paper for them to create large marks. As they are not limited 
for space this is such a fabulous way of developing their Gross Motor 
skills, moving freely in a way that might not be possible inside.  
 
We have also been practising our balancing skills when completing the obstacle course set up. 
Within groups the children have been encouraged to participate with fun activities to develop 
their listening and attention skills, we have been dancing away with ribbons to music, tap sticks 
to copy back the lead adults actions and 'Bucket' sessions which are always fun for the children 
to watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from  Under 3s  

Hedgehogs Team 



The children in Rabbits’ base have been exploring all the different types of sensory/messy play 

at nursery.   With some of the lovely weather recently the children have been able to explore 

this in the outside space in the garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been teaching the children about Health and Self-care by creating 

activities such as "washing our babies".   Allowing the children to             

develop their fine motor skills, while understanding simple health and     

self-care routines. 

 

We have also been doing some messy play using shaving foam and paint. The children were 

very keen to see the different patterns they could make using their hands.  All the children 

were fully engaged in this activity. 

 

 

 

 

Reminder: Please can parents send some long sleeve clothes in 

with their children as we will be going into the woods to work on 

our OWLS program.   

 

 

    

Rabbits Team 



This term we have been providing a range of activities to support      
children’s overall development including mark making skills, continuing 
to develop social and emotional skills through games and activities and 
providing a wide range of opportunities to increase independence and 
resilience. 

 

 

The children have been very interested in imaginary play and we 
have extended this by turning our role play area into a range of 
different settings including a shop, house, restaurant and a baby 
clinic. These have all offered extensive opportunities for both social 
and language development as well as encouraging mark making 
and maths skills such as writing shopping lists and menus, counting 
out money and talking about the shape and size of different         
objects. 

 

We have also focused on fine motor development, an important precursor to 
writing. Children have used hammers and nails to make ‘patterns’ in wood, ex-
plored using tweezers to pick up a variety of small items including beads in the 
water tray, toy bugs and various loose parts/items.  

 

Our small group activities have had an emphasis on litera-
cy and numeracy and have included early phonics, rhym-
ing books and identifying numerals. We will continue 
these groups, which are tailored to each child’s develop-
mental needs throughout the term.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

Update from Badgers  

Badgers Team 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns 
please talk to a member of the team who will be 
more than happy to speak with you. 

As the weather is now warming up please can we ask you 
to ensure you have returned your sun cream consent form 
and provide your child with a named hat so we are able to 
make the most of the sunshine. Where possible both our 
planned and spontaneous activities will take place outside 
to make the most of the Summer sunshine! 

We hope those of you who will be finishing for the Summer holiday have a lovely break 
and we look forward to spending a fun filled Summer with those who will 
be continuing to attend. We will be sad to say goodbye to those of you 
who are going to school but we know you will have a wonderful time and 
continue to shine!! 



Update from Foxes  

We can’t believe that it is nearly time to say goodbye to all our soon to be school children, we have had a 

fantastic year of learning, with lots of laughter and fun! 

This half term has again been very busy. 

We were very lucky with our caterpillars, as they went into their chrysalis over the school holiday. When we 

returned a few days later the butterflies emerged, we fed them some sugar and water as well as sweet     

oranges. When all four butterflies had emerged we were able to let them go in the garden to find a new 

home.  We learnt lots of amazing facts about both caterpillars and butterflies, did you know that: 

 

A caterpillar will become a moth if it goes into a cocoon and if it goes into a chrysalis it 

will be a butterfly. 

When a butterfly emerges from the chrysalis its wings are sticky 

Butterflies like to eat nectar from flowers 

 

We used magnifying glasses to observe the caterpillars and butterflies, we talked about how both of the 

butterfly wings had exactly the same pattern on them and learnt that this was called ‘symmetry’. This in-

spired us to cut out a butterfly, put paint on one half of the butterfly, fold the other half over, press down, 

peel the paper back and the children were amazed to see the same pattern on both sides of the butterfly.  

Children also took their butterfly ideas into the writing area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great excitement was had when the children went out into the playground and they saw a digger, they were 

curious to know why it was there? The adults explained that the tree was being cut down and the logs from 

the tree were too heavy to carry so the workmen used a special machine to carry them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Update continued from Foxes  

Science fun! 

We have been thinking about cause and effect and we have asked the children to predict what they think 

was going to happen.  The put some bicarbonate of soda into a little pot and then using a pipette added 

some vinegar and then waited to see what happened.  Amelia told the adult “It’s fizzing, its looks like foam” 

at the end when it foamed over she stood back and said “It’s amazing” 

 

 

 

 

 

We discussed if we could make a balloon move without moving it with our hands, the children said “no” an 

adult made a washing line with a small straw going through the middle of the line, then helped the children 

to use the balloon pump to blow up a balloon. The children then held the balloon whilst the adult taped it to 

the straw, then we did a countdown from five to zero, then we let the balloon go, it moved very fast along 

the washing line some even made it to the end of the line!  

 

 

 

 

 

We have been making the most of the lovely weather, we filled some spray bottles with water and placed 

objects on the floor, sprayed them with the water bottle.  We then removed the object and were amazed to 

see the shape left on the floor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to say Good luck and best wishes to all of our children going to 

school in September, we will miss you and for those coming back to nursery in   

September we can’t wait to see you! 

 

Foxes Team 



Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre  Facebook and Instagram pages.                                                 
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk 

We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on  Information 
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!  

 

 

 

 

 

2021 
 

 Monday 26 July to Wednesday 1 September  — Summer Holidays  

 Centre shut to term time only children 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/   

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre  https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC  

We are delighted to still be ranked in the best three rated nurseries in 

Southampton.  “Thank you for your continued support."  

Initial visit day for new children (centre closed for Term Time children) 

 Tuesday 2 September 2021 

 Tuesday 4 January 2022 

 Monday 28 March 2022 

 

Inset Days  - for staff training  

(centre closed for all children) 

 Monday 11 October 2021 and Tuesday 12 October  

 Friday 28 January 2022  

 Monday 6 June 2022   

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC




COME AND JOIN HARDMOOR AT THE  

HOGLANDS PARK PLAY DAY 


