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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We are now well into the Summer Term.   

We’ve certainly experienced a range of weather, fortunately the 

children are always able to access out wonderful outdoor learning 

environment, no matter the weather.  

 

As always, it has been lovely to see the children’s enthusiasm for all the 

activities on offer and spending time with their peers.  

I have seen some great examples of children’s learning, an accolade to 

the children and their key person.  

 

 

Staff plan interesting activities which engage the children. Staff are skilled 

in drawing on the children’s interests when planning the curriculum.  

 

Below you will find examples from the bases of the children’s learning and development. I’m 

sure that you’ll enjoy reading about all the fun activities the children have been engaged in.  

It has also been lovely welcoming new members to our nursery, they have settled in very 

well and are making friends. I know that it will be a joy following their learning journey as 

they move up through the centre over time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Susanne Ottens     

Executive Headteacher 

“Learning is a treasure that will follow 

its owner everywhere” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Staff had a productive INSET day on 19th April. 

 
Dr Rachel Booth delivered a training workshop about Restorative Practice and how we can embed this into 
our practice at Hardmoor.  There are 5 principles of Restorative Practice: 

 
Relationships - developing caring connections and finding common ground 

Responsibility - being accountable for action taken 

Restoration - repairing harm that has been caused 

Reintegration - ensuring all remain included and involved 

 
All staff and members of the Governing body at Hardmoor took part in the training which was on Zoom, it 
was great to see everyone together again, albeit in a virtual capacity!  The Practitioner staff team also had a 
reflective session in the restorative environment of our woodlands, considering what is going well already 
and how we can make conscious efforts to notice and take forward this practice.  As a result, we have   
started reviewing some of our key policies such as Positive Touch, intimate care and we will be looking at 
our behaviour policy later this term. 
 
If you have any questions about Restorative Practice, please speak to your child's key person. 

 
 
The second part of our INSET day was dedicated to introducing our new 
speech and language programme WellComm. 
 

This evidence based programme for children from 6 months to 5 years was           
purchased using the funds raised from parents purchasing children’s Christmas     
artwork - thank you all so much!  WellComm will help us to screen children’s speech 
and language skills and provide immediate support where required.  Evidence 
shows that the earlier we provide intervention, the greater difference it will make 
to children.   
 
Children who have timely and effective support both at home and in their Early Years setting have the  
greatest chance of making progress.  We have been sharing home learning ideas via Tapestry and the       
private  Facebook groups for each of the bases- if you haven’t already, please request to join your child’s 
group.   
 
Rabbits 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1297943167226777  
 

Hedgehogs 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/876779932859395   

Foxes and Badgers 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/411142579893076  

 
 
We are pleased to be able to re-start book borrowing again 
with our 3-4 year olds and the 0-3s book lending library will 
reopen in September. 
 

Emma Bator 

Head of Centre 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1297943167226777
https://www.facebook.com/groups/876779932859395
https://www.facebook.com/groups/411142579893076


 

PCR Tests should be used in all cases when any of the following          
symptoms are exhibited: 

A high temperature 

A new continuous cough 

A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste  

 

  

PCR Tests 

PCR Tests are processed in a laboratory. Anyone with symptoms is      
eligible for a PCR test  and this can be arranged via  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or by calling 119. 

  

Lateral Flow Tests 

Unfortunately we cannot accept a Negative Lateral Flow Test Result 
as evidence that a child with symptoms or member of the same 
household does not have coronavirus (COVID- 19).  Lateral Flow Tests 
are designed to help identify coronavirus (COVID-19) in people who 
are asymptomatic. These are the tests that are often taken at home 
and results are usually available within 30 minutes.  

  

 If anyone in your household experiences any symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)    

 please arrange a PCR Test   As Soon As Possible. All members of the household must  

 self-isolate as soon as symptoms are identified and until a Negative PCR Test Result    

 is received.  

   

Should your child or any other member of your household experience any of the above 
symptoms please do not attend the nursery site and advise the Centre as soon as possible 
(023 8055 2220 or reception@hardmoor.co.uk)     

Thank you. 

   

 For the full advice please see the following Gov.uk webpage:  

https://www.gov.uk/getting- tested-for-coronavirus. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/getting-%20%20%0d%20%20tested-for-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/getting-%20%20%0d%20%20tested-for-coronavirus


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from  Under 3s  

We would like to send a warm welcome to all the new families starting in the 
Under 3s Bases. The children have done very well with settling in and they are 
becoming very confident in exploring their new environments as well as          
building positive relationships with adults and their peers. I would like to invite 
and encourage all the parents to join our closed Facebook groups:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1297943167226777 (Rabbits)  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/876779932859395   (Hedgehogs) 

 

Here we are adding lots of fantastic pictures of the children having fun at the nursery as well as 
sharing activity ideas that they can do at home. It is also a place where you can add any pictures 
from home that you would want to share with us and other parents.  

Not only is it a great place for sharing but also a lovely opportunity for      
parents to be able to socialise with other parents from their child’s base. 
With restrictions not allowing parents to socialise at the nursery or to          
organise play dates, these groups provide us with a great opportunity to 
build relationships during the current climate.  

To further overcome the restriction issues that have affected children’s settling in we have                
initiated a “Family Book” idea, where all parents regardless of their child            
attending for a long time or just joined add family photos onto Tapestry and we 
can transform them into lovely little books. These books are then kept at the  
children’s level where they have unlimited access. If you haven’t already, please 
add some pictures of your child’s family and we will do the rest. The books are 
more successful than we anticipated and the children are showing an extreme 
interest in looking at them.   

 

We recently introduced Makaton sign into both rooms. Every other week we 
will be adding a different video demonstrating different signs. We will then 
practise them with the children to support their communication skills.  

 

Keep your eyes on our closed Facebook groups were we will be adding voting 
polls and giving you an opportunity to choose the next sign we will be             
introducing.   

 
TEAM UPDATE 

From the 1st of June Leanne and Kate will be stepping up as Room Leaders 
whilst Mika is on her Maternity Leave.  
Leanne will be covering the Rabbits Room and Kate will be running the Hedgehogs room. Steph 
from Rabbits room will also be leaving on her Maternity leave at the end of July, we will update 
you closer to the time with her cover.  
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1297943167226777
https://www.facebook.com/groups/876779932859395


 

The children in the Rabbits base have been very busy exploring the outdoor 
space. Each morning the children have fun in the big garden, developing 
their physical skills on little bikes and scooters.  

They have also been showing an interest in kicking and catching balls, as 
well as rolling them down the hills. We explored musical instruments and 
the different sounds they make.  

The children were fascinated with the big wind chimes and repeated the       
actions to create even louder sounds. Children have also been investigating 
their natural environment up in the allotments, looking at the growing flowers 
and vegetables as well as caring for our chickens.  

In our small garden we have added two boards, “Rabbit’s Busy Board” and 
“Rabbits Mark Making Board”. The children were very keen to explore 
both and especially liked clicking the light switches and attempting to do 
the lock chains.  

 

If you have got any spare and unwanted items that could go on our 
busy board, we would be grateful for any donations. Inside the    
children enjoyed many messy play activities such as finger painting 
and water play. The children also continue to show a high level of  
interest in the sensory room, where they explore the different  
treasure    baskets, balls, bubbles and lights.  

 

 

 

In the Hedgehogs Base the children have been very busy     
carrying on practising making campfires and learning the  
safety rules.  The children have been fantastic and were great 
at listening to adult’s instructions. We aim to carry out these 
sessions on a weekly basis to provide the children with      
continued learning.   

 

In the small garden children,  together with our wonderful volunteer  

Helen planted beautiful wild flowers.  

 

We have recently created a themed focused Book area, where we regularly change the 
theme  depending on the children’s interests. We then carry out different activities 
around the room to support the theme. So far we have enjoyed “Under the sea”, “We 
are going on a bear hunt”, “Aliens love underpants” and “Gruffalo”. We invite all the 
parents to share with us either via Facebook or their child’s  Tapestry their child’s       
favourite book. You can add photos from when you read the 
books together with your child and we will add them to our 
lovely book corner display.  

Inside,  the children explored different creative activities and in   
particular enjoyed mark making with dinosaurs.   

    

Hedgehogs Team 

Rabbits Team 



The children have settled into the daily routines and are listening well during circle time 
and joining in with our group times. They have opportunities to investigate both the      
indoor and outdoor learning environment and we are encouraging the children to tidy 
away their toys; this is something you might like to encourage at home.   

 

We have begun our small group times, these sessions are focused on Literacy, Numeracy and                        
Communication through fun play activities and are planned to extend the 
children’s individual learning. You can also expand on these ideas at home 
or while you are out and about. Finding numbers on houses, singing songs 
and sharing stories will all support your Childs learning. 

 

This term we will also be providing a range of activities to support children’s overall                
development including supporting mark making skills, continue to develop social and            
emotional skills through games and activities and providing a wide range of                   
opportunities to increase independence and resilience. 

 

We also have a focus on maths and reading and will be providing lots of fun 
ways to explore different concepts and sharing a wide variety of stories and 
rhymes. If your child has any favourite books or rhymes, please let us know 
so we can include these in our sessions. 

 

 

We use Tapestry to record one quality observation of your child each week. This is a fantastic 
way for you to see what your child has been doing at nursery, please do comment on their         
observations as we welcome these. We would also welcome you uploading your own               
photographs to Tapestry so that we can see what exciting things your child gets up to when 
they are not at nursery.   We may also send reminders to you through Tapestry, so if you are 
finding it difficult to log on, please speak to the office. 

 

As the weather is now warming up please can we ask you to ensure you have returned 
your sun cream consent form and provide your child with a named hat so we are able to 
make the most of the sunshine. 

 

We also implement ‘WOW Wednesday’, this is for you to record your child’s achievements at 
home, for example their first swimming lesson, riding a bike without stabilisers, helping to tidy 
away, send it back on a Wednesday and we will celebrate this with the other children. The WOW 
stars are available from base staff so please ask if you would like one. 

 

 

   

If you have any concerns or questions in the first instance, 
please talk to your child’s key person or the base leader who 
will be happy to talk to you. 

Update from Badgers  

Badgers Team 



Update from Foxes  

We would like to welcome all of our new children and their families to the Foxes Base.  We said goodbye to   

Carolyn and wish her well on her new work journey.  We have Donna and Rachel covering Carolyn’s post 

short term till a new practitioner starts. 

 

We have been very busy in Foxes, carrying on from using the hammers for the Mother’s Day cards we have 

been using the hammers to knock nails safely into wood. We have shown the children how to be safe when 

using the nails and the correct way to hold a hammer and we will progress onto using a saw in the next few 

weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

We have shown an interest in communicating with each other, the children were using bricks as walkie    

talkies.  In the ‘make and do’ area we provided boxes, straws and shapes for the children to make their own  

walkie talkies.  These proved to be a big hit as children took them home and came back with them the next 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the base we put out some straws with connectors and a small group of children decided that they wanted 

to build a tower as tall as the ceiling. They started off with a small cube and then they added more straw 

shaped cubes. The children hit a problem - they were too small to build it any further.  The adult risk          

assessed with the children getting on, off and standing on a plinth safely.  The children 

built a little bit more and when they couldn’t reach any more and the tower of straws 

still wasn’t reaching the ceiling they thought hard and asked the adult to stand on the 

plinth, so it could reach the ceiling.  Eventually we nearly reached the ceiling, as we 

moved away the tower of straws wobbled and it collapsed! 



Update continued from Foxes  

We had a surprise parcel arrive this week, a see through pot arrived with something inside it. Once all the 

children had observed what was inside we decided that they were caterpillars.  The caterpillars have special 

food to eat to make them grow.  We read a book called the Caterpillar Diary, it was about a caterpillar who 

turned into a Tiger Moth.  We are waiting to see if our caterpillars will turn into  Moths or Butterflies!   

Please ask your child what is happening to the caterpillars as they grow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week beginning 17 May we will participating in the NSPCC campaign called Talk Pants.  Talk PANTS helps 

children understand that their body belongs to them, and they should tell someone they trust if anything 

makes them feel upset or worried.   

For more information go to:   

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/ 

Foxes Team 



News from the Garden 

The cold weather has meant things are a little bit behind in the        
vegetable garden, but the beds are gradually filling up now. Broad 
beans, potatoes, onions, garlic, peas and beetroot are all growing 
outside now and carrots and radish are flourishing in the               
polytunnel.  
Fruit is forming on the gooseberry bush and the blueberries,              
currants and new raspberries are doing well. There are plenty of 
flowers on the strawberries so hopefully there will be lots of juicy, 
red fruit before too long. The children enjoyed planting wild flower 
seed along the border at the back of Hedgehog base, we will keep 
our eyes peeled for any sign of them peeking through. 

 
 
 
Plant Sales. 
Thank you to everyone who bought raspberry canes, hopefully they 
are doing well in your garden! Coming over the next week or so are 
tomato plants, lots of different varieties to try, all growing strongly. 
Also sweet peppers, various other vegetables and some summer 
bedding flowers. Look out for the plant trolley in the bus shelter 
near Badgers to see what is available, don’t forget a ‘How to Grow’ 
sheet as well! 
 
 
 
 

 
Try Something New 
Have you ever eaten a Cucamelon? Me neither! But I am 
giving them a try this year. They are a cross between a        
cucumber and a water melon with a grape sized fruit. I 
hope they are a success and the children will enjoy 
them. There will be some plants left over available from 
the plant trolley if you want to try growing one too! 

 
 

 
Eggs for Sale 
Hardmoor eggs will be available at reception.  
£1.50 for six eggs  
 
 
Helen  

Volunteer Gardener 



Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre  Facebook and Instagram pages.                                                 
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk 

We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on  Information 
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!  

 

 

 

 

 

2021 
 

 Monday 4 May  -   Bank Holiday. Centre shut to all children. 

 

 Wednesday 26th May  - Inset Day for Term Time only children 

 

 Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June  — Half Term.   Centre shut to term time only children 

 

 Monday 26 July to Wednesday 1 September  — Summer Holidays  

 Centre shut to term time only children 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Inset Days   For staff training 
 

Wednesday 26 May 2021 (centre closed for Term Time only children) 
Friday 18th June 2021 (centre closed for all children) 

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/   

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre  https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC  

We are delighted to still be ranked in the best three rated nurseries in 

Southampton.  “Thank you for your continued support."  

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC



