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I sincerely hope that you and your families are all keeping safe and healthy. This has
been a tumultuous start to the new year and we can only look forward to brighter
times.
As you know, nurseries and early years settings are still required to remain open
during the national lockdown. We understand the concerns some of you may have
with regard to this and why you are keeping your child at home.

Please continue to engage with your child’s key worker through
Tapestry and do not hesitate to contact us if you would like
further and advice.
As always, the staff at Hardmoor are totally committed to the
children’s welfare and education and are continuing to provide fun learning activities
in a stimulating environment. The centre has a rigorous risk assessment in place,
available to read on our website. https://hardmoor.co.uk/policies/

Parent Governor
We have a parent governor vacancy. Governors are vital for the
effective running of the centre and it can be a rewarding role. You
will find out how the centre is managed and you will also be able to
play a role in policy and financial decision-making. If you are interested in this role,
please email the centre or call into the office. If you would like further information
about this role we would be happy to speak to you. We look forward to hearing from
potential governors.
With best wishes for a happy, safe and healthy 2021.

Susanne Ottens
Executive Headteacher

Update from Rabbits
We would like to welcome everyone back to nursery and we are hoping that you all had a lovely and
restful Christmas break. We are pleased to see that the majority of the children have settled back well
into the nursery routine. We are also welcoming all the new families and children starting their journey
with us.
The children in the Rabbits base had a fantastic month in
December with many festive activities. The children enjoyed
the Christmas oats sensory tray enabling them to explore
different textures with their hands. They also had lots of fun
decorating the base and their Christmas trees. Unfortunately
we were not able to hold our Christmas party but since coming
back the children have enjoyed some of the delicious food that you all
donated for their snacks.
The children were very busy practising their mark making skills and they
were eager to explore their skills both inside and outside. We also
explored different messy play and encouraged the children to investigate
different textures including decorating a Christmas tree with shaving
foam and flour.
The children continued to explore the outside space and in particular
enjoyed playing in the woodlands, especially in the mud kitchen. Please remember to provide your child with appropriate
clothing such as hats and gloves as the weather is still frosty
especially in the mornings.
This month we will be celebrating Australia Day and the children will get an opportunity to
make delicious, traditional oat cakes as well as join in with crafty activities such as
decorating the flag. We will also be concentrating on improving the children’s
communications skills.
We will do this by providing the children with focused small group times as well as storytelling during
circle times. We will be using different props to engage the children as well as to improve their listening
and understanding skills. If you would like to share your reading experiences from home please feel free
to upload them to your child’s Tapestry or our Private Facebook Group. If you are looking for additional
reading resources please have a look on http://
www.lovemybooks.co.uk/ where you will be able to find many
popular books and once you complete them there are some
lovely ideas for activities that you can do with your child to further extend their learning.

Rabbits Team

Could we also ask all parents if they have got any spare items that we are currently looking for. This includes:
 Scarves (different materials and sizes)
 Lift out puzzles, especially sound puzzles
 Cutlery sets ( Either wooden or plastic)
 Sound books
 Tea sets
 Wooden pop up toys
 Old recipe books
 Wooden hammer and tap toys
 Old magazines
 Any natural resources for treasure baskets
 Old books
 Storage boxes
 Battery operated lamp
 Any cause and effect toys
 Old phones
 Shape sorter
 Old keyboards
 Simple floor puzzles
 Balls-soft for babies and different sizes for older children

Update from Hedgehogs
We would like to welcome everyone back to nursery and we are hoping that you all had a lovely and restful
Christmas break. We were pleased to see that the majority of the children have settled well back into the
nursery routine. We are also welcoming all the new families and children starting their journey with us.
Throughout December all the children had lots of festive fun and joined in many Christmas activities. We also
had a very magical visit from Father Christmas during our Christmas parties, where all the children had fun
playing party games, dancing as well as enjoying delicious food. We also carried on exploring the Winter
season and observed the changes in the environment. The children have been doing very well practising their
fine motor skills and were eager to join in activities such as tweezers and pom-poms.

This month the staff will promote self-help skills with the children. We will be encouraging
the children to learn how to be independent with tasks such as putting their own shoes
and coats on and off. We would kindly ask all parents if they can support us and encourage
their children to do this at home as well.
This month we will be celebrating Australia Day and the children will be making delicious traditional oat cakes as well as participating in crafty activities such as decorating the national flag.
We continue to go out on a daily basis and the children get an opportunity to explore the outdoor playgrounds as well as the woodland areas each day. Please remember to provide your child with appropriate
clothing that includes hat and gloves as the weather is still frosty especially in the mornings.

Hedgehogs Team

We are aiming to start story telling with the children during circle times. We will be
using different props to engage the children as well as to
improve their listening and understanding skills.
If you would like to share your reading experiences from
home please feel free to upload them to your child’s Tapestry or our Private Facebook Group. If you are looking for additional reading resources please have a look on
http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/ where you will be able to find many popular books
and once you complete them there are some lovely ideas for activities that you can do
with your child to further extend their learning.

Update from Badgers
Welcome back! We hope you have all enjoyed the holiday and have been able to relax
after what has been a very unusual year
It has been lovely getting to know the children and families who have recently joined
us. The children are doing really well with settling into the routines of the bases and the
older children have been doing a great job in helping the new children learn the
routines of the base. We have also been learning and revisiting our boundaries and
expectations- using our walking feet, kind words and gentle hands etc.
The children have been practising their counting and shape recognition skills by playing
dominoes and creating silhouettes of shapes using paint and sponges. They have been also
developing their listening skills playing games that encourage the children to tune in such as
“what’s that sound?” using different instruments hidden from sight.
We have been doing lots of singing and music activities, using instruments and reminding
ourselves of our favourite songs as well as music and dancing sessions. Children also
participate in small group activities such as matching games and large group games such
as ‘roll the ball’ which will in turn begin to support early phonics. These activities and
others support children in playing cooperatively and encourage sharing, turn taking as
well as developing language and communication.
We haven exploring ice during the colder weather, making ice pictures and ‘rescuing bugs’
from frozen spheres. This has encouraged children to develop their problem solving and
cooperation skills and provided a great deal of fun and enjoyment.

We will continue to explore the woods and regularly re visit our safe play
boundaries. Especially now the weather has turned colder we will be enjoying
lighting the fire and making some snacks to eat around its warmth.

Can we remind you that we will be out exploring our environment in all weathers so please
ensure your child has suitable wet/cold weather clothing and welly boots.
Please continue to share your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars in the parents
area beside the board.
If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team
who will be more than happy to speak with you.

Badgers Team

Update from Foxes
Happy New Year from Foxes . A warm welcome to all our new Foxes families. It has been lovely to get to
know you and your children over the last few weeks. The children are doing really well with settling into the
routines of the bases. The older children have been doing a great job in helping the new children learn the
routines of the bases.
This half term our Literacy group times are based around some noisy books, this is to
encourage children to tune in and to identify different sounds. We will be introducing
Letters and Sounds Phase 1, we do not teach the alphabet. We promote the early reading
skills, which the children will be able to use in phonics when they go to school.

In our numeracy groups we are counting and recognising numbers beyond 5, up to 10
and for some children beyond 10. We are playing lots of games to develop number
awareness and there are some ideas in our learning links that you can do at home
with your child.

Please can we remind you that the children go outside whatever the weather. This
means they need a pair of welly boots in Nursery at all times. A warm waterproof coat is
recommended as are hats and gloves for those colder weather snaps.

Our woods sessions are a Wednesday Morning and Thursday afternoon,
on these days make sure your child is dressed warmly, if your child feels the cold please
put on 2 pair of socks. Lots of children are losing one glove, a fantastic idea is to get a
piece of ribbon and sew the gloves on each end then to thread them through each coat
arm

This week we have been talking about patterns, we have looked at some pictures by an artist called Piet
Mondrian who is a Dutch artist best known for his abstract paintings. Art that is abstract does not show
things that are recognisable such a s people, objects or landscapes. Instead artists use colours, shapes and
textures to achieve their effect. Mondrian uses only three colours in this particular art work red, blue and
yellow. The children had to use their fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination to keep the colours within
the lines.

Foxes Team

News from the Garden
Although it is deep midwinter there is still some life in the garden, we have leeks and curly kale
ready to eat and new raspberry canes waiting to be planted when the ground warms up a little in a
few weeks time.
Spring bulbs are beginning to poke their noses up above ground and cuttings and small plants
overwintering in the poly tunnel are putting on growth ready for next season. It will soon be time to
prepare our lovely new raised beds for next seasons vegetables and broad beans are likely to be
the first crop of the new year.
I hope that as we all begin to feel the benefits of the Covid vaccine and restrictions can be lifted it
will be possible to have more activities in the garden for everyone to enjoy and get involved in.
Getting ready for Spring in the poly tunnel.

The wonderful new planters ready for planting.

With best wishes for a healthy and happy 2021.
Helen
Volunteer Gardener

Dates for your Diary
2021


Friday 12 February — Inset days, Centre closed to ALL children



Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February — Half Term. Centre shut to term time only
children



Friday 2 April and Monday 5 April— Bank Holiday. Centre shut to all children.



Monday 5 April to Friday 16 April — Easter Holiday. Centre shut to term time only children



Monday 4 May - Bank Holiday. Centre shut to all children.

Inset Days Centre closed to all Children for staff training
Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 19th April 2021
Friday 18th June 2021
We are delighted to still be ranked in the best three rated nurseries in
Southampton. “Thank you for your continued support."

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook and Instagram pages.
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk
We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on Information
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/

