Hardmoor Early Years Centre
December 2020 —Newsletter 3

I hope that you and your family are all keeping safe and well. As I’m writing this newsletter I am aware
that we’re fast approaching Christmas. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions the Christmas
celebrations will be very different at the Centre this year. Staff are working on a short Christmas video
production which will be uploaded to Tapestry for you and your family to enjoy.

As you know, the children have produced the annual personalised Christmas cards and
other merchandise for you to purchase. We have seen some fabulously
creative designs! Thank you for your purchase of these as they have
helped raise £297.62 for centre funds. We hope that you’re pleased with
the products. Many thanks to Cate and Nichola for organising this project.

Unfortunately, due to reduce the risk of cross-contamination we will not be able to
distribute Christmas cards amongst the children this year. If your child wishes to give
their friends a card, please ensure to do this outside of the centre. Thank you.
Every year at Christmas many parents have generously bought presents for staff. However, due to the
pandemic we will unfortunately not be able to accept any gifts as we have to limit the amount of items
from home to the centre. Please do not feel that you have to, but if you do wish to give a gift we suggest
a donation to the local food bank. There are many families who rely on this support for their groceries.
We are also aware of the financial hardship some families are currently experiencing due to either being
on furlough and losing their jobs. You may like to upload a lovely Christmas/Thank You message to your
child’s key person on to Tapestry. The staff would certainly appreciate this.

City Catering
I am pleased to inform you that City Catering is taking over the catering arrangements at the Centre with
effect from 7th December 2020. City Catering is a well established catering company for schools in the city
serving nutritious meals for children
https://www.citycateringsouthampton.co.uk/
Furthermore, I’m delighted to let you know that Rudolph, our current cook, will work with City Catering
and continue to cook his delicious meals for the children.

Local Authority Visit
We recently had our annual meeting (virtual) with our School Improvement Officer. We received a
positive report:
Children in the setting are happy and well cared for. Staff are committed and
passionate about supporting children’s learning.
Behaviour is very positive.
The centre is appropriately prioritising the well-being of children and staff as part of
the centre improvement plan.
Feedback from parents is that they are positive about the procedures for keeping
children safe.
The use of the outdoor learning environment is being fully capitalised on.

I am very proud of the children and how they are flourishing at the centre. They show a real curiosity in
the world around them and they relate well to the peers. They
clearly enjoy their time at the centre! Below you will see some of
the learning the children have engaged with this term in the
different year groups.

We are pleased to have been ranked in the three best rated nurseries in Southampton once again this
year. Thank you for your continued support."
https://threebestrated.co.uk/nursery-in-southampton

With best wishes for a safe and
healthy winter.

Susanne Ottens
Executive Headteacher

Over the autumn term we have been developing our virtual home
learning activities. We are using Tapestry to keep in touch with
children and families during times when children are well, but
have to stay home from nursery.
The team have created a range of videos that are selected by the
Base Leader (Sarah, Jilly & Mika) tailored to your child’s
development and interest, to support their learning and maintain our
connection during periods of time when children are unable to attend nursery.

High quality relationships with children and their families is really important to us at
Hardmoor. We miss inviting you into join us for activities with your child and providing
community events where families can also meet each other.
This loss of connection can be isolating and have a negative impact on well
being. With this in mind, we have launched our private Facebook groups for each
of the bases. We have been delighted with the uptake, welcoming over 80
parents to the groups in the first week! We’ve really enjoyed seeing your photos
and hearing what you’ve been up to outside of nursery.
It’s been lovely to share some videos so we can celebrate some of the magical
moments that happen at nursery and also provide the words for some of the
songs your children have learnt and want to share with you at home. Please keep on sharing
your pictures, ideas and questions. Together we can build a virtual community which is a safe
supportive place.
There are lots of new apps and websites offering free activities for children. We
have shared a selection of some of these via Tapestry. Keeping up to date with
how to keep your child safe online can be a challenge, here is a link to
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/advice-parents-what-do-if-your-childsees-something-upsetting-online

Finally, I couldn’t talk about social media without mentioning the Hardmoor Advent
Calendar! This is the 3rd year we have provided these daily posts during the countdown to
Christmas. I am so impressed with the creativity of the staff. Please like our Facebook page to see
the posts - you’re in for a treat!
Wishing you all a fun and restful Christmas.
Emma Bátor
Head of Centre

Update from Rabbits
The little ones in the Rabbits room have been very busy practising their physical skills. We
provided the children with a big tunnel and a small climbing frame and they had a blast
climbing up, going down the slide as well as crawling through the tunnel. To further extend
this the children visited the Soft Room and practised their skills on the soft block steps.

With the changing weather the staff and the children have been wrapping
up warm and exploring the outdoor environment on a
regular basis. They continued to practise their balancing
skills as well as enjoying playing with falling leaves. We all
also visited the woods in the evening and the children
used torches to see what surprises they could find in the
big woods.

Inside the children have been very busy exploring the sensory activities we have provided
for them. In particular they enjoyed investigating the shaving foam that was on the table
covered with cling film. The children were intrigued, squashing it and watching it moving
underneath the cling film. To extend our sensory experiences the children had a go at
painting with toy cars. We used different sized cars and different coloured paints to create
marvellous marks on the paper. We have also been very busy creating our Winter displays.
The children had a fun time decorating our big snowman. They used different types of
materials such as cotton wool, white feathers and pom poms as well as silver foil. The
children used their fine motor skills to pick up the materials and to stick them onto the
snowman. We also made a start on making some beautiful Christmas cards. The children
enjoyed getting messy and creating fantastic pictures.

Update from Rabbits continued
We have started to get into the Christmas spirit and decorated the room with sparkly
tinsels and colourful baubles. Can I please take this opportunity to say a big thank you to
all the parents that kindly donated Christmas decorations. It has allowed us to create a
magical atmosphere for the children.
Can we please remind all the parents that we do go out no matter what
the weather so can you please provide your child with a warm coat, hat
and gloves.
We are still struggling with clothes and especially shoes not being labelled. It is
extremely difficult to always know which shoes belong to whom with the high
numbers of children that we have got attending each day. Can I please urge all
parents to label their children’s belongings.
Thank you to all the parents that uploaded observations from home
onto Tapestry. Can I please remind everyone to keep adding them
onto their child’s Tapestry profile as it is a great link between
Nursery and home. We absolutely love looking together with the
children at what you have all been up to as well as celebrating your
child’s special events or achievements.
We have recently created a private Facebook Group, where you can upload photos from
home as well as use it to ask us for any activity ideas or to communicate with other
parents.

Rabbits Team

Update from Hedgehogs
We had a fabulous month of November. With the changing weather and the
cold crispy mornings the staff and the children in the Hedgehogs Base had fun
times exploring the changes in the season. The children had an opportunity to
take part in a crafty activity where they looked at the pictures of both Autumn
and Winter scenes and using their hands and dark paints they have created
outstanding Winter trees.
Regardless of the cold weather, each day the children would wrap up warm and explore the
outside environment. In particular the children enjoyed using ropes and balancing beams to
practise their physical skills in the woods. Can we please ask all the parents to always provide a
warm coat, hat and gloves for their child/ren to ensure they can explore the outside
environment no matter what the weather.
The children also had loads of fun creating collages in photo frames. They were able to
choose the resources they wanted and were able to use their own initiative on where
they wanted to place the objects. The children also had a blast creating colourful
firework pictures, using different patterned sponges.
The children are showing a lot of interest in electrical toys. With the money raised from last year’s events we
have purchased toys to enhance this. The children especially liked a Robot Mouse that they had
to press the buttons for the mouse to move in certain directions. This activity supported
children’s maths skills as well as listening and attention.
The children responded very well to our small group times that we are carrying out every day.
We are currently concentrating on Nursery Narrative with the purpose to encourage and
develop children’s communication skills. We are also starting to introduce Maths in small group
times which the children enjoy too.
We are now in full swing of the Christmas spirit. The staff and the
children had a fantastic time, listening to Christmas music and
decorating their Base in the sparkly tinsels as well as putting up their
Christmas Tree. Can I please take this opportunity to thank all the
parents who have kindly donated Christmas trees and decorations, it
is much appreciated and it did allow us to create a magical and
Christmassy atmosphere for the children.
Thank you to all the parents that uploaded observations from home onto Tapestry. Can I please
remind everyone to keep adding them onto their child’s Tapestry profile as it is a great link between
Nursery and home. We absolutely love looking together with the children at what you have all been
up to as well as celebrating your child’s special events or achievements.

Hedgehogs Team
We have recently created a private Facebook Group, where you can upload
photos from home as well as use it to ask us for any activity
ideas or to communicate with other parents.

Update from Badgers and Foxes
Foxes have been very busy since our last newsletter. In the woods, the children have been
learning how to keep safe. We use red markers to indicate where there are hazards and the
children are able to risk assess with support of an adult and hammer in the markers. We are
now able to have fires, and the children have a fantastic understanding
how to keep safe around the fire, how to get in and out of the fire pit
safely and what they have to do if an item of clothing catches fire where
we drop and roll! We have started to cook our snacks on the fire; we
have had hot chocolate, eggy bread, toast and hot dogs which have
proved to be very popular! We are also beginning to use tools such as
saws, hand drills and hammers as part of our OWL time.

In our literacy group times we have focused on stories and they range from
traditional tales to simple picture books where we discuss the sequence of a
story, the characters in the story and predict what may happen next in the
story. We are also beginning to incorporate letters and sounds phase 1, this is
the underpinning that children to need to support them when they learn their
letter sounds when they start school. We are focusing on children’s listening
and attention skills, their rhyming skills and hearing sounds in words. Keep on
sending in your child’s book bag each week so that they can choose a new book,
it is really important to share a book with your child as it develops their love of
reading, it doesn’t matter if they have the same book twice it just means that it
was a favourite!

Some children are beginning to write their names which is fantastic, if your child isn’t doing this please do
not worry, mark making as we call it, not writing, is a pre-cursory to writing and is a very important stage.
This is where children realise that the marks they make on the paper have a meaning to them, from a
squiggly line that they say is their name, or just dots on the paper they are making marks for a purpose. We
encourage children to do all of this as it is part of their purposeful mark making journey.
When they go to school children are taught how to form the letters correctly
and not to write in capitals, if you would like to know how to form the letters
correctly please ask your child’s key person and they will provide you with a
support sheet.
Please do not rush this process of mark making and making your child write their name as it is important
that your child enjoys drawing and making marks, there are plenty of school years for writing!

Update from Badgers and Foxes
In our number group times we have been looking at numbers up to 10, we are
working towards matching the correct amount of objects to a numeral, we are
counting daily and beginning to understand that a number has a meaning for
example if there are 10 children then a 1 and a 0 make 10. We are also looking at
noticing missing numbers our puppet counting Charlie keeps on forgetting his
numbers and the children have to help him! Talk to your child at home about
numbers, count everything, look at number plates on cars, encourage them to get
objects for example can they find two oranges?

In our continuous provision times we have learnt how to use remote controlled cars, leaf painting, picking up
different sized worms using tweezers. Using rice to fill and empty containers and use language such as
‘heavy’, ‘light’, ‘full’, ‘empty’. Exploring ice and trying to free the conkers trapped inside. Making shakers to
use in our music time. We made poppies to remember all those who gave their lives so that we could have a
better future.

Christmas events:
Sadly we will not be able to invite parents into nursery this year. We will record some songs that we will
upload onto Tapestry so that you can see your child taking part in this. We will be having our Christmas
party on Wednesday 16 December, we will provide the party food, and your child may wear sensible party
clothes, but please be aware that we will still be going outside for part of the day so they will also need to be
warm.
We may have a visit from Father Christmas, we will
upload an individual photo onto your child’s Tapestry.

Update from Badgers and Foxes
Autumn sped by! There have been a few ups and downs but we are all looking forward to being able to
explore Winter!
Over the past few weeks the children have shown a great deal of interest in books and
stories which led to lots of wonderful story times, sequencing activities and using props
to recall and retell our favourites. We have been able to spend lots of time in the woods
and after lots of talk about safety and practising with a large candle we have been able to
light a real campfire. The children have behaved wonderfully and shown fantastic
listening and understanding as they sit safely round the fire area and we hope to be able
to cook our snack over the fire in the coming weeks.

Children have also been joining in activities which boost fine motor development. These
activities have included lots of scissor skills and mark
making as well as making potions by using pipettes, graters
and different containers to mix herbs, soap flowers and
coloured water., The development of motor skills is an
important part of a child becoming ready to begin to write
when they start school and activities which support this
increase in the ability to manipulate both large and small
resources are very valuable.
We will be enjoying a range of Winter themed activities over the next month both indoors and out including,
ice play, making snowflakes, developing our independence skills by putting on our own coats/boots/
waterproofs and continuing to make the most of our time in the woods. We are also planning lots of winter
and Christmas craft activities.
We will be holding our Christmas parties on Wednesday 16 December. To
ensure that all our sessional children can participate we will hold one in the
morning and one in the afternoon so children should attend their normal
session.
It would be lovely to see some of the activities you do with your child at home so please do snap a video or
picture and add to Tapestry so we can share the fun. If you have any questions, comments or concerns
please talk to a member of the team who will be more than happy to speak with you.

Foxes and Badgers Team

News from the Garden
Thank you for your support for our recent seeds and strawberry plant sale. There
are still some of both available in the ‘shelter’ close to Badgers if you have not got
round to having a look yet.

Thanks to the funds raised it has been possible to order
some new raspberry canes for the garden next year.
There will be some summer fruiting and some autumn
fruiting that should keep us supplied throughout the
seasons.

Colder and shorter days mean less activity in the
garden, but it is a good time to look forward and plan
for next year. It will be here before we know it!
Best Wishes,
Helen
Volunteer Gardener

Clever Never Goes
If you have older children you may want to look at Clever Never Goes
http://clevernevergoes.org/parents-2/
which replaces the old Stranger Danger message. This
website gives parents practical safety skills and confidence to engage with the wider world.

Dates for your Diary
2020


Monday 21st December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021 — Christmas
closure. Centre shut to term time only children.



Thursday 24th December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021 — Christmas closure. Centre
shut to Day Care children.

2021


Friday 12th February — Inset days, Centre closed to ALL children



Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February — Half Term. Centre shut to term time
only children



Friday 2 April and Monday 5 April— Bank Holiday. Centre shut to all children.



Monday 5th April to Friday 16th April — Easter Holiday. Centre shut to term time only
children

Inset Days

Centre closed to all Children for staff training

Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 19th April 2021
Friday 18th June 2021

We are delighted to still be ranked in the best three rated nurseries in
Southampton. “Thank you for your continued support."

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook and Instagram pages.
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk
We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on Information
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/

