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Tapestry
Thank you to all the parents who contribute to Tapestry. Tapestry
builds up a record of your child’s time at the centre. I do hope that you
enjoy reading about your child’s development and learning and what
they have achieved at the centre. As part of this, we really value parents’ posts and
comments on Tapestry. If you have any problems with e.g. uploading photos, please
contact us and we would be more than happy to help you.

Safeguarding
The safeguarding of our children is of the highest priority for the Centre. We
have a range of Safeguarding Policies in place which are reviewed regularly by
Governors and staff. Full copies of the school’s Safeguarding Policies are
available on our website: www.hardmoor.co.uk
Here is a quick overview of some of the policies in place:
Safeguarding:
This is the overarching policy which explains the actions that the Centre does to
keep children safe. It provides staff with the framework to promote and
safeguard the wellbeing of children and how to meet their statutory
responsibilities.
Child Protection:
This is a sensitive area and all staff receive training. The Centre has Designated
Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) who deal with all child protection concerns. Their
names and photos are displayed around the Centre. We work in close
partnership with external agencies in all child protection issues.
First Aid:
We have several members of staff with First Aid certificates who undergo training
in order to deliver First Aid. The policy explains the procedure staff follow in the
event of a medical emergency and accidents.

Continued
Health and Safety:

The safety of children, staff and visitors is paramount. Risk assessments
are regularly undertaken for activities, bases and the grounds.
We have a comprehensive risk assessment in place which outlines the
actions we take to ensure the safety of everyone at the centre during
the coronavirus (Covid-19) period. The risk assessment is reviewed and updated regularly
and is available for you to view on our website.
Thank you for adhering to our risk assessment at drop-off and pick-up times. Please
respect social distancing at all times and do not enter the centre building unless you have
an appointment. All visitor to the centre must wear a face covering.
Medication:
This explains our procedures for administering and storing medicines at the
Centre. The policy also outlines the responsibilities of parents.

Parent Governor
We have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our Governing Body. Being a governor can be
a rewarding role and enables you to play an important part in how the centre is managed,
e.g. in relation to what the children are learning, policy making, financial
decisions etc. If you are interested in this role please contact the office. If you
would like to speak to a member of staff or other governors please do not
hesitate to contact either myself or Sarah Williams, our Chair of Governors.
We would be very happy to speak to you about this role.

Finally, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all children thriving in the setting,
developing their confidence and enjoying purposeful play with peers and adults. I look
forward to following the children’s development and progress in learning over the course
of the year.

Yours sincerely
Susanne Ottens
Executive Headteacher

News from Head of Centre
One of our priority areas for development this year is wellbeing: for children, families and
staff.
At the INSET day this month, the staff team spent time reviewing what we are already
doing to support this. We value the relationships we build with parents and carers as your
children start and move through the nursery. We feel confident that children are able to
form secure secondary attachments with their key person, then other staff in their base
and that children benefit from the range of opportunities on offer at Hardmoor.
Going forward we want to improve our signposting to services that can support families;
including help with family wellbeing.
Playing together with your child supports wellbeing as well as
helping their brains to grow and making your bond even
stronger. You don't need lots of expensive toys or outings to
do this well, here are some great ideas for building play into
everyday (busy!) lives:
NSPCC - Look, Say, Sing Play

Part of the INSET day was spent in our woodland. Spending time outdoors is
proven to have a positive impact on wellbeing. The team enjoyed creating
miniature furniture, fairies and nymphs for the children to discover when
they visit the woods for their OWL sessions.

OWL stands for Outdoor Woodland
Learning, it was developed here at
Hardmoor specifically for young children and is closely linked to the
Early Years Foundation Stage which is the statutory framework we
follow with 0 - 5 year olds. Children are supported to learn new skills
and to understand the natural environment. There are different OWL
levels linked to our skills framework, as children progress through the
levels, this is recorded in their OWL passport. We will share
this with you via Tapestry, if you have any questions about
the OWL programme or Tapestry, please speak to your
child's Key Person.
Yours sincerely
Emma Bátor
Head of Centre

Update from Rabbits
The children in the Rabbits Base have been very busy in the woods working towards their
OWL egg awards. We introduced daily visits to the woods to provide all the children with
the opportunity to explore the outdoors environment. The children were provided with
activities such as painting and throwing mud pies on to cling film attached to the trees as
well as practising their balancing skills on the balancing beam. The woodlands sessions
were a huge success with the children and we will be carrying them out throughout the
next month, extending the opportunities for the children to further develop their skills, including using
ropes as a balancing tool. In the allotment the children have been harvesting carrots, pulling them out of
the soil, washing the mud off and then enjoying them for their snack.

Update from Rabbits continued
Indoors the children have been making play dough from scratch, using measuring cups
and big spoons to mix all the ingredients together. The children then used their hands
to explore the dough’s texture. We also used rollers to see how much we can stretch
the dough before it breaks. It was lots of fun and next month we will be making cloud
dough, gloop and jelly to provide the children with the opportunity to explore different
textures. The children also explored dry cornflakes. We had fun squashing them in our
hands and listening to the sounds they made. Next month we will be using different types of dry cereals
to create a sensory farm.
The children started to visit the soft room again. They were very eager to climb up the steps
as well as crawling through the tunnels. The children particularly enjoyed looking at the
sensory lights and how they were changing colours.

The youngest children have also enjoyed exploring musical instruments. With adult’s role modelling, the
children were able to copy their actions, creating different sounds whilst moving their bodies to the
sound of music.
The children are particularly interested in role play at the moment. Next month we will provide the
children with the opportunity to extend this interest. This will include bathing dolls, taking dollies for a
walk in the garden as well as dressing up including hats and bags.
Once again we would like to say a big thank you to all the parents for their wonderful
efforts in adding observations from home. Please carry on uploading them as it is a great
learning link between nursery and home and the children enjoy looking at the pictures of
themselves and their close family and friends. We will be handing out “WOW STARS”
across the next week, so could you please fill them out with your child’s achievements and
give them back to your child’s key person.
Just to let you know that Rabbits room has underfloor heating and the room can get very warm, please
dress your child appropriately with extra layers in their bags for going outside.

Rabbits Team Update

Rabbits Team

From November Leanne will be working 5 days a week
8am-4pm.

Update from Hedgehogs
The Hedgehogs children have done very well settling in into their new
environment. The children worked very hard at getting to know all the new
adults and their peers. Thank you to all the parents that added fantastic
observations from home, it supported us with a smooth transition for the
children as they enjoyed looking at the pictures of themselves and their close
family and friends. Please carry on uploading the observations onto your
child’s tapestry as it is a fantastic learning link between home and nursery.
This month our focus was “All about me” and the children created beautiful pictures of
themselves. They used a small mirror to look at their reflection and then using different
paints created fantastic paintings. This activity provided wide communication
opportunities as the children were eager to talk about their appearance and what
makes them unique.
The children have also been practising their fine motor skills. They particularly enjoyed using
tweezers to categorise fruits into groups as well as threading string through cotton reels. The
children persevered with completing puzzle sets and seemed very pleased when they
achieved their end goal. The children were very engaged in the junk modelling activity. They
used different sized and shaped boxes and used scissors and sellotape to stick them together.

We spent a lot of time in the woods, making soups using muddy leaf pots and spoons. We
also explored our musical wall and created big loud bangs with the sticks that we found
around the woods. In the allotment the children were busy harvesting carrots, cleaning the
mud off and enjoying them for snack.
This month we will be concentrating on the changing season, exploring falling leaves and using them for crafty
activities in the room. We will also be investigating pumpkins, including using tools to hammer, sensory
exploration of pumpkin seeds and making a delicious soup. On the recent Inset Day the staff from the
Hedgehogs room were busy learning how to use ropes for making balancing trials for the children. Next
month we will be providing it to the children to work on their core strength and balancing skills.
We are politely asking if you have got any old phones as well as mobile phones,
remote controls, cameras or vehicle tyres that you will be willing to donate to the
Centre for the children to use.

Hedgehogs Team
Hedgehogs Team Update
Kate will be now working Monday – Thursday 8am-6pm

Update from Badgers
We have been enjoying the start of the crisp Autumn mornings and making
the most of the outdoor space over the past weeks. We have been out into
the woods hunting for bugs and using sticky strips to collect leaves and look
at their changing colours.
We will be exploring the woods and gardens come rain or shine so please
ensure your child has a named waterproof coat and wellies.
The children have also been exploring a range of activities based around
what they are interested in and we have been developing our focus on
maths. Activities have included using jugs, pipettes and tubes to measure
and pour water, scales and different natural resources to see which items
were heaviest and exploring shape using blocks and 3D shapes. We will
continue to use your child's interests to support us in planning activities, so
please share any activities or items that they develop with us so we can
incorporate these into our day.
Children have continued to demonstrate fascination with both role play
and construction and we have been providing resources and
opportunities to explore this including, large and small block play, a
variety of different building materials including tubes, boxes and blocks.
Children are also encouraged to combine resources and use their
imaginations to develop their language and social skills.
All the children now have their own book bags and have taken home a
story of their choice to share with you. Please let us know when you
would like to change your book and we will ensure that your child is able
to choose a new one.
We are keen to share your child's achievements on our WOW board so please
ask for a WOW star and let us know all the amazing things they have done.

Badgers Team

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to
a member of the team who will be more than
happy to speak with you.

Update from Foxes
Foxes have had a busy few weeks. We have been talking about how we can stay healthy by
the foods we eat. We discussed which foods we can eat daily and which foods we should eat
as a treat, we followed this with a fruit tasting time where we tried mango, strawberries,
raspberries, blueberries, passion fruit, figs and papaya. We encouraged all the children to try
the fruits. We also discussed the importance of brushing our teeth to keep them clean and
healthy and what could happen if we don’t brush our teeth regularly.
In the woods we have lit our first fire with the children, we have talked about keeping safe
around a fire, and how fires can still be hot even when the flames have gone out. We have
planned activities to introduce new skills to the children, used the ropes to balance and made
a totem pole of ‘Woolly worms’

When we had the heavy rain a few weeks ago we found that we couldn’t get out to the playground. So, we put on our wet weather gear and problem solved how to get to the playground, the children decided that they needed a bridge, so they sent an adult off to get the
crates. The children built a bridge and were able to cross safely, one child decided to collect
the water in a bucket to empty the water and some children were running up and down in
the water, they got very wet but they had so much fun.

Update from Foxes continued
Our Learning time starts at 9.15am, if your child is later than this then they will be missing
out on planned learning, which is where we introduce new skills and concepts for children
which they then practise within their play. In our Number work we have been counting
objects and some of us have been on a number hunt. In our Literacy work we have been
looking at traditional stories, and lift the flap books, we have talked about the characters in
the story and we have had to try and remember the order of the stories
We have also started cooking with the children; we will be taking it in turns to bake each
week, the children made cheese biscuits and ate them for their snack
We hope the children have enjoyed reading their free story from the
Book Trust, (the children are very lucky to receive this freebie!) we are
promoting early reading and Nursery rhymes. We will be taking part in
Nursery Rhyme week on Monday 16th November. Nursery rhymes play
an important role in early childhood development and education.
As well as being fun they are excellent teaching tools:
www.booktrust.org.uk

www.worldnurseryrhymeweek.com



Nursery rhymes and children’s songs boost vocabulary and language development they
help children to develop literacy skills



They provide a fun way to support early numeracy skills



Nursery rhymes help children to develop social, physical and emotional skills.

Over the next few weeks could you practise with your child putting on
and taking off their shoes and coats, (if you are due to buy new shoes
please think about Velcro instead of laces) we are working
towards your child being able to do this independently.
Foxes Team

News from the Garden
Pumpkins!
This is some of our colourful pumpkin harvest,
all ready for Hallowe’en. Hopefully the children
will enjoy picking them, playing with them and
eating them in yummy dishes from the kitchen.
This was my first time growing pumpkins and
these are a small variety called Jack Be Little,
next year I might branch out and try some
different types including the giant ones!

Seed Balls!
Hardmoor is getting involved!
When they appeared in the documentary Prince William: A Planet for Us All on 5 October,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxS5HRabnBI&authuser=0
the amazing Eco Emeralds showed HRH how they transformed an unloved green space near
their school into a colourful wildflower meadow.
We aim to do something similar at Hardmoor and transform an unloved area near the car
park into a beautiful meadow full of wild flowers.
To celebrate the release of the documentary, Backyard Nature are giving
away free seedball starter packs to schools to encourage children to get
involved in environmental activities. When we receive our seed balls we will
give more details of our planned activities so you too can get involved.
In the meantime if you want to join in at home you can purchase seedballs
at www.seedball.co.uk or make your own using their free resource!
Raised Beds!
Some of our raised vegetable beds were looking a bit the worse for wear with rotting wood
and collapsing sides, fortunately they are being
refurbished this autumn, all ready for a new growing
season next spring. Now is the time to collect seed
from this year’s spent plants and make new plants,
like strawberries from the ‘runners’, ready for next
year. If you are thinking about your garden for next
year the Nursery will have some seeds and plants
available soon.
Happy Gardening, and if you ever want to get
involved and garden for a few hours at
Hardmoor you would be most welcome. Just let reception know.
Helen (Volunteer Gardener)

Dates for your Diary
2020/2021


Monday 19 October 2020 - Christmas Card Orders - All orders must be received by 1pm
in order to ensure printing and delivery in plenty of time for Christmas.



Monday 26 to Friday 30 October 2020 - October Half Term Centre shut to term time
only children



Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021 —Christmas Holiday Centre shut
to term time only children



Thursday 24 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021 - Christmas Holiday Centre shut
to Day Care (all) children



Friday 12 February 2021 — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children

Inset Days
Centre closed to all Children for staff training
Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 19 April 2021
Friday 18 June 2021
We are delighted that for the second year running we are named as
one of the top three nurseries in Southampton
on threebestrated.co.uk

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook and Instagram pages.
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk
We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on Information
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/

