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A warm welcome back to all children and families and to all our new
members of the Hardmoor Early Years Centre community. It is lovely
to see the children settling in so well into the nursery routines, making
friends with their peers and forging positive relationships with the
adults as well as enjoying all the activities available inside and outdoors in the centre.

Our motto is ‘Nurturing the seeds of learning’ and you will be able to
find out what your child will be learning and doing throughout the
term as outlined in the Learning Links. These will be sent to you every
half term and can also be viewed on the website. Of course, these are
only summaries, however the leaders of each base provide more
information about the activities taking place across the centre as outlined below in the newsletter.

You will also be able to gain a taste of your child’s Learning Journey through
Tapestry, which staff regularly upload. We really value parents’ contribution
to Tapestry and we look forward to seeing these in forms of your comments
and photographs over the coming year on this platform. Parents’
contributions form an important part of the assessment of children’s
learning and achievements in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage framework.
Thank you for ensuring that your child attends punctually and being picked up on time, this
makes a real difference to the smooth operation of the centre, particularly in these
challenging times.
In the meantime, I look forward to a successful year for all the children
and working in partnership with parents and carers.

Susanne Ottens
Executive Headteacher

Update from Rabbits
The Rabbits Base has had a fantastic six weeks holiday. The children were very busy
looking after the chickens and harvesting vegetables. We made delicious soup as well as
healthy ice-lollies with Greek yogurt and strawberries that we picked from the
allotment. During the hot days we had a fabulous time splashing in the paddling pools
filled up with water and balls. We also visited the woods on a regular basis and explored the environment.

Inside the children practised mark making. We used cars and markers to make marks on a big piece of
paper as well as created a beautiful “Under the sea” display. The children made fantastic jelly fishes, using different patterned rollers to make marks as well as using marble ball painting to decorate sea shells.
Thank you to all the parents that have added photographs from their family visits to the beach. It was a
lovely link between nursery and home and all the children enjoyed looking at the pictures. Please do carry on adding these special moments onto the Tapestry App.

We would also like to encourage all the parents to fill in a “WOW-STAR” for when their child
does something significant at home so that we can also celebrate your child’s achievements
at the nursery.
The youngest children were provided with many sensory activities. The table top painting was particularly
popular. The children had fun squeezing the paint in their hands as well as observing the effects their
hand movements made.
We are welcoming all the new children that have recently joined the Rabbits Base. We are concentrating
on introducing the children into their new environment as well as familiarising them with the staff and
their new peers.
Please could we kindly ask all the new parents to remember to label their child’s clothes

Update from Rabbits continued
This month we are planning to provide the children with many physical opportunities, observing the
changing of the seasons as well and also cooking activities.

Rabbits’ team update
Dominika will be leading the Hedgehogs room alongside the Rabbits room, working Mondays and Tuesdays in Hedgehogs and Wednesdays and Thursdays in Rabbits. We are also very excited to welcome Ewa
to the team, she will be working with us on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
We are also pleased to inform you that Natalie and Chris have joined the team with Natalie working Mondays and Tuesdays and Chris working Wednesday and Thursday.
With both Rabbits and Hedgehogs rooms now working closely together, we will be introducing monthly
visits to the woods where we will be having campfires and learning how to use tools. We will start with
taking small groups of the children into the woods to familiarise them with this experience and to enable
the staff to teach the children how to use the tools safely. This will also support the children’s transitions
as Rabbits’ children will be more familiar with staff and children from the Hedgehogs Base.

Rabbits Team

Update from Hedgehogs
The Hedgehog Base has had a fantastic six weeks holiday. The children enjoyed
spending time outside, particularly in the woods. The children were provided with
opportunities to practise their gross motor skills, both inside and outside. The
balancing beam in the woods was particularly popular with the children. To further
extend their learning we have carried on with the obstacle courses in the hall. The
children had fun crawling through tunnels, balancing on the wooden beam as well as
jumping on the number stones.
Inside we further incorporated our big movements into our craft activities. The children
had an opportunity to do marble painting where they used both their hands to move the
tray and watch the marbles roll around, leaving different marks on the paper. In addition
the children had a go at a splat painting activity where they used bouncy balls in tights to
throw it onto the paper and observe the effect they made.

The children were also very busy upgrading their Hedgehog’s garden. Helen,
our garden volunteer, supported the children with planting potatoes. All the
children were very keen to dig in the soil as well as water the planted potatoes.
We will be closely observing the growing process of the potatoes and once they
are ready to be harvested the children will use them to create delicious snacks.

We are welcoming all the new children that have recently joined the Hedgehogs Base as well as all the
returning children. We are concentrating on introducing the children into their new environment as well as
familiarising them with the staff and their new peers. To help all the children settle back in, this month our
topic will be “All about me”. We will be talking about our families, therefore please do use this opportunity to
add any photos onto the Tapestry App for us to look at.
Hedgehogs’ team update
Jilly has now moved up to work in the Badgers Base. We wish her all the best and thank her for all her hard
work in the Hedgehogs Base. Dominika will be leading the room, working Mondays and Tuesdays 8am-6pm.
We are also very excited to welcome Ewa to the team, she will be working with us every Monday 8am-6pm.
With both Rabbits and Hedgehogs rooms now working closely together, we will be
introducing monthly visits to the woods where we will be having campfires and
learning how to use tools. We will be starting off with taking small groups of the
children into the woods to familiarise them with this experience and to enable the
staff to teach the children how to use the tools safely.

Hedgehogs Team

Update from Badgers
Welcome to the Badgers base, we have had a busy summer, exploring the woods,
making the most of the good weather and beginning to get used to being back
together. We are enjoying getting to know our new children and families and
welcoming back those who already know us. We have missed you!
Our daily routine involves children being able to choose from a range of
experiences including creative opportunities, sand and water play, books and outdoor activities. Our free flow system also means that the children are able to access the outdoor space throughout their sessions.
These activities enable us to identify individual children’s interests and mean that
we can offer them things to do which will both support their development and encourage them to try new
things. Children also have the opportunity to participate in different small group sessions which will support
their Literacy and Maths skills through simple activities at a pace which is appropriate to each individual
child.
As a group we will be visiting the woods at least once a week to
explore our environment and begin to learn a range of new skills and
challenges. We will also be working on the allotment with help from
our wonderful volunteer gardener Helen. We will be harvesting the
fruit and vegetables which we grew over the Summer and digging
over and fertilising our plots ready for new planting. We will be
exploring the woods and gardens come rain or shine so please ensure your child has a waterproof coat and wellies.

Over the next few weeks we will continue to offer activities to encourage children to develop their confidence and independence as they settle fully into the room. As you are aware we
use Tapestry to record observations of each child which we share with you and we
would love you to see the things your child enjoys at home. If you capture any moments that you would be happy to share with us please do add them to Tapestry.
Please do share your child’s WOW moments with us please ask staff for a Wow star to
complete so we can recognise all the children's achievements.
If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team
who will be more than happy to speak with you.

Badgers Team

Update from Foxes
Welcome to all of our new children and their families to Foxes base, the children have settled in really well
and are adapting to their new base. Some children have been attending over the summer and have settled
into the bases.

The children have settled into the daily routines and are listening well during circle
time and following the visual timetable. They have been able to investigate both
the indoor and outdoor learning environment and we are encouraging the children
to tidy away their toys, this is something you might like to encourage at home. In
the next few weeks we will begin our small group times, these sessions are focused on Literacy, Numeracy and Communication through fun play activities and
are planned to extend the children’s individual learning.

This week in our Curiosity Cube were some exciting objects, the children had to observe and discuss with
their friends what they thought was in the cube.
On Thursday we opened the cube to find that it was corn on the cob which Ginny had picked in her allotment. We talked about how it doesn’t grow in the ground and that when it is picked it can be frozen or
canned and it also makes popcorn.
We then visited the Nursery allotment where we saw the corn growing, some children also found some giant
courgettes and pumpkins growing.

Update from Foxes continued
In the next few weeks we will be visiting the woods as part of the centre’s Outdoor
Woodland Learning Programme (OWL). We plan appropriate activities for children
to develop their knowledge of the world around them in a safe way, we teach them
how to use tools appropriately and we will be working towards building our own fires
to cook on. Our woods days are Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons.
Please ensure that on these days your child is wearing long
sleeved clothing and as the weather changes that they have
layers of clothing on.
We provide waterproof trousers for the children to use and ponchos to put over their
coats.

We use Tapestry to record one quality observation of your child each week, this is a
fantastic way for you to see what your child has been doing at nursery, please do
comment on their observations as we welcome these. I will often send reminders to
you through Tapestry, so if you are finding it difficult to log on please speak to the office.

Next week I will be sending home a ‘WOW Wednesday’ letter, this is for you to
record your child’s achievements at home, for example their first swimming
lesson, riding a bike without stabilisers, helping to tidy away, send it back on a
Wednesday and we will celebrate this with the other children.

If you have any concerns or questions in the first instance please talk to
your child’s key person or the base leader and will be happy to talk to you.

Foxes Team

News from the Garden
Seeds of Success!
After a very successful growing season in the garden I am busy gathering seeds and making
more plants for next year. So far I have gathered:

Lavatera seeds

Sunflower seeds

Honesty seeds

Sweet pea seeds
All of these should be planted in spring next year and will produce a riot of colour next
summer. I am hoping to make seeds available for parents and staff over the next few weeks if
lockdown has inspired you to have a go in your garden! I will also be making more strawberry
plants for next year. This is the time of year to think ahead in the garden with plenty of spring
bulbs to plant for next spring as well.
As always if anyone would like to spend some time volunteering in the Hardmoor garden you
would be more than welcome! Just let reception know and I will be in touch.
Happy Gardening!
Helen, Volunteer Gardener

Dates for your Diary
2020/2021


Monday 12 October 2020 — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children



Monday 26 to Friday 30 February 2020 - October Half Term Centre shut to term time
only children



Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021 —Christmas Holiday Centre shut
to term time only children



Thursday 24 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021 - Christmas Holiday Centre shut
to Day Care (all) children



Monday 15 to Friday 19 February 2021—February Half Term Centre shut to term time
only children

Inset Days
Centre closed to all Children for staff training
Monday 12 October 2020
Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 19 April 2021
Friday 18 June 2021

We are delighted that for the second year running we are named as
one of the top three nurseries in Southampton
on threebestrated.co.uk

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook and Instagram pages.
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk
We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on Information
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/

