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Dear Parents and Carers
I do hope that you and your families are all keeping well and safe. Thank You
so much for all the kind messages we have received from you during this
period of uncertainty, we really appreciate this. The Centre is now partially
open for the children across the bases. The children work and play in their
‘social bubbles’ and it has been lovely to see their smiley faces again! They
are enjoying seeing their peers and catching up with their learning. We’re
fortunate to have wonderful outdoor spaces at Hardmoor, which allows us to spend a lot
of time in the outdoors engaging in many exciting activities.

We fully understand that some parents do not want to send their child to back to the
Centre yet. Staff will make welfare calls to your home as it’s good to keep in touch.
Please do contact us if you have any concerns.

We do not yet know what July looks like and how many children we will be able to invite
back. We miss all the children and we are looking forward to seeing them all again, but the
safety of the children, staff and families will always be our top priority. I would like to thank
all of our parents who are key workers as you have all done an amazing job in your various
sectors of work in difficult circumstances. Furthermore, I would also like to thank all
parents for supporting your child’s learning at home. I’m also very grateful to staff at the
centre, for their commitment and hard work during this period of uncertainty. We will
keep you updated with any further news we receive.

Best Wishes

Susanne Ottens
Executive Headteacher

Update from Rabbits
We are very pleased to be welcoming back some of our children to the Rabbits Base. It has been lovely to
see our friends after such a long break. For all the families that are still unable to join us, we are hoping
you are keeping safe and well. We are missing you loads and hoping to see you soon.
Meanwhile in the Rabbits Base we have been very busy decorating our new display boards and harvesting
all the fruits and vegetables that have grown during lockdown. The children were very fascinated and
intrigued when pulling out carrots and radishes from the ground. We also picked the strawberries that we
had planted before the long break. They were delicious! The children were very keen on filling up their
own watering cans and sprinkling the water over the plants. This outdoor activity provided the children
with plenty of Maths learning opportunities which included filling and emptying containers, learning
about quantity by counting to three whilst they harvested the fruit and vegetables.

The children have been very busy creating rainbow handprints to go on our display. We also made
handprints to create a beautiful sunshine display to brighten up the room. The children have spent as
much time as possible in the garden, playing with the mud kitchen and looking after our herb garden. For
the rest of the month we are planning to concentrate on physical activities and gross motor skills. We will
be using children’s interests in music and art activities. We will be dancing with ribbons and painting with
water
in the garden.

Due to the current situation we won’t be able to invite dads to the Centre to celebrate
Father’s Day. However, we will be recording a story time to mark the special occasion.
Keep your eyes out for Tapestry as that’s where we will be uploading it. We would still like to encourage you to
add any photos onto Tapestry so that we can see what you are all up to.

Rabbits Team

Can we remind you to please label your
child's belongings where possible to avoid
confusion and ensure that children take
the correct items home with them.

Update from Hedgehogs
The Hedgehog Team are very proud of the children who have returned to Nursery. They have
adapted well with the change in drop off/collection times with big smiles.
We have been spending time familiarising ourselves with our friends that are attending; playing
small group games, using name recognition and turn taking.
With the glorious weather we have been having we have taken full opportunity of visiting the
Allotment Area. The children have been helping to pick the vegetables to make our very own
soup for snack (which was yummy!) , they have also been helping with feeding the chickens. The
children have spent time making their own pieces of artwork to display in the window, for our
parents/Carers to see.
Music is playing a key part for entertaining ourselves at the present time and
throughout the day. We all dance together, either using ribbons or tap sticks to
explore the movements we can make. A little bit of Latin music goes along way
on a rainy day.
The Hedgehog Team are missing all the children that are not currently attending Nursery, and we
cannot wait to see their happy faces once again, even if it's in the next few weeks or the start of
the September term.

Hedgehogs Team

Update from Badgers and Foxes
It has been lovely to welcome back to the bases some of the Foxes and Badger children.
The children have settled quickly into their ‘Bubbles’ and the new layouts of the rooms.
They have readily slipped back into our routines whilst spending lots of time outside.

The Foxes children have been exploring shadows which is a theme that was being explored
before lockdown which one of the children wanted to revisit. Following further interests of
the children we have been finding out all about pirates. In the garden the adults set up a
pirate ship for us with a plank to walk! They also introduced a rubber dinghy for us to play in.
We have been getting creative and have been making telescopes and pirate hats to enhance
our role play.

The children have been out into the woods where there has been lots of discussion about
the natural world. The children discovered a birds head (which we decided had been left
by a cat!) which led to conversations about life cycles, decomposition and decay. We were
also very excited to find a stag beetle at nursery as they are in decline. We looked at its shiny
coat, legs and head. We wondered if it could fly and found out through research that they
can.
We have also been enjoying exploring some messy activities we particularly liked excavating
the dinosaur skeletons from the shaving foam!

Foxes and Badgers Team

News from the Garden
Just to let you know that in spite of lockdown the vegetables have still been growing and
the flowers have been blooming. We are now able to pick fresh peas, carrots, lettuce,
radish and strawberries. Other crops that will be ready soon include raspberries,
blueberries, courgettes and tomatoes. The pumpkins have even been planted and should
be ready for Halloween!
I am working in the garden at evenings and weekends when the nursery is empty, it is very
rewarding but there is a lot to do. Much has been said about the mental and physical
health benefits of gardening during the current crisis, if you fancy giving it a go and helping
out at Hardmoor I would love to hear from you. It really is a very special place and its
outdoor environment has the potential to make a huge contribution to all the children’s
(and adults’ ) future health and well being.

Helen
Volunteer Gardener

Dates for your Diary
2020


Monday 20 July to Wednesday 2 September 2020 — Summer Holidays. Centre shut to
term time only children.



Monday 26 to Friday 30 October 2020 — October Half Term. Centre shut to term time
only children

Inset Days
Centre closed to all Children for staff training

Monday 20 July 2020

We are delighted that we are for the second year running we are named as one of the
top three nurseries in Southampton on threebestrated.co.uk
https://threebestrated.co.uk/nursery-in-southampton

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook and Instagram pages.
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk
We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on Information
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/

