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A very happy and healthy new year to everyone. We wish you all a successful 2020!

The start of a new year is always exciting and it’s great to see how well the children are responding to all
the learning opportunities available at Hardmoor Early Years Centre. It’s such a pleasure talking to the
children and seeing their enthusiasm in their play activities. Play is a tremendously important part of
children’s development as it allows them to use their creativity while developing their imagination,
dexterity as well as physical and emotional strengths. Research shows that children learn and develop
best in an environment which allows children to explore, discover and play. Because play is fun, it
also gives the children a sense of adventure.
All staff ensure that the centre is totally child-centred and purposeful play is an integral part of our
provision. Our motto is ‘Nurturing the seeds of learning’ and I look forward to seeing all the children
developing their learning whilst having fun over the course of the year.
You may find the websites below interesting in finding new play ideas:

www.maketime2play.co.uk

www.familylives.org.uk/advice/early-years-development/learning-and-play/play-ideas-and-games/

www.childfun.com/themes/people/families
“Play is our brain’s favourite way of learning” Diane Ackerman

Susanne Ottens
Executive Headteacher

Update from Rabbits
We have had a fantastic December full of fun and laughter. The children took part in many
exciting activities. Making reindeer food was particularly popular with the children.
Together with our older friends from Hedgehogs Room we made an environmentally
friendly version of reindeer food. The children were intrigued to see the process and
listened carefully to the adult instruction on what to do next. We then had a blast
sprinkling the mixture outside Hardmoor and finding two sparkly reindeers on the top of
the roof of the building.
The children explored different textures and smells such as flour mixed together with
Christmas spices and used their senses to experiment with it. We have finished off the
festive season with a lovely Christmas Tea, full of delicious food and fun games.
In December the children were very busy creating our fantastic winter display. They used
different textured materials including shiny foil, fluffy cotton wool and collage materials.
The children were able to use their fine motor skills to pick up resources to build their own
pictures. The children were confident enough to choose their own materials as well as
responding vocally to the words spoken to them by the adult. Please feel free to come in
and have a look at our fantastic work.
We also went on a fun adventure – bear hunt. An adult read the story to the children
whilst they explored the different sensory areas provided, including swishy swoshy grass,
splashy sploshy water, squelchy mud, trip stumble forest, whoo whoo snow and the dark
gloomy cave. The children had loads of fun and were able to follow an adult’s instructions.

Update from Rabbits continued
The youngest children in the Rabbits Room explored treasures baskets. They used their
hands to touch, shake and bang different objects and observed the effects it made.
We had a great start to the New Year with children spending a lot of time in the garden.
We are starting to visit the allotment on a regular basis and getting our beds ready for
planting. The children enjoyed observing the changes in the plants and also seemed really
keen on digging in the soil. The children are also showing a great deal of interest in the
small world resources. We have started with exploring the dolls house and people and will
further extend it to the farm and animals, garage and cars as well as water and sea
animals. This activity encouraged the children’s communications skills and allowed them to
use simple words, start putting two words together as well as copying what the adult said.
This month we are getting ready to celebrate Chinese New Year. The children will have the
opportunity to make Chinese fans, cook noodle soup as well as crafty activities. This month
we are also exploring messy play starting with mud and pigs and extending it to gloop,
foam, cooked pasta and ice.
Thank you to all the parents who have contributed to the Wow Star Display in
the Rabbits’ lobby. We look forward to hearing about all the children’s Wow
achievements please also feel free to add pictures onto Tapestry.
We would like to say a big welcome to Tracey and Agata that have now joined our team
and both are working full time.
If you have been tidying up
after the Christmas Holidays
and have any unwanted
Christmas decorations
which are still in a good
condition we will be very
grateful for any donations.
Rabbits Team

Update from Hedgehogs
Welcome back!
We hope you have all enjoyed the holiday and have been able to relax and spend time
with family and friends. We have been busy making some new friends as new children join
us and some move up from the Rabbit room
For the first part of this month we are exploring a range of activities which support
children in returning to the routine. We have been doing lots of singing and music
activities, using Instruments and reminding ourselves of our favourite songs as well as
learning and revisiting our boundaries and expectations using our walking feet, kind words
and gentle hands etc.
Over the next few weeks we will continue to be led by the children's interests and will
respond to these by offering activities which allow them to explore and develop at a pace
appropriate to them, please do let us know if your child has any particular favourite
activities, books or songs.
Our focus will be on independence skills and getting to know each other so expect to see
and hear about lots of group times, from music and dancing sessions and small group
activities such as matching games and role play to exploring the woods and large group
games. These activities and others support children in playing cooperatively and
encourage sharing, turn taking as well as developing language and communication.
Can we remind you that we will be out exploring our environment in all
weathers so please ensure your child has suitable wet/cold weather
clothing and welly boots. Please continue to share your child ‘wow’ moments
with us, you will find the stars in the parents area beside the board.
If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team
who will be more than happy to speak with you.
Hedgehogs Team

Update from Badgers and Foxes
Happy New Year from Foxes and Badgers. A warm welcome to all our new Foxes and Badger
families. It has been lovely to get to know you and your children over the last few weeks. The
children are doing really well with settling into the routines of the bases. The older children
have been doing a great job in helping the new children learn the routines of the bases.

In Badgers the children have been looking at Traditional tales thinking about the story of the
Three Little Pigs. We have been thinking about the order of the story and joining in with the
repeated phrases when acting the story out such as ‘I will huff and I will puff and I will blow
your house down. In maths the children have been playing matching and sorting games
practising their turn taking skills.

In Foxes the children have been practising their counting skills by making
sure they match the number they are saying to an object. They have been
also developing their listening skills playing games that encourage the
children to tune in. They have been listening out to the sound of a hidden
instrument then identifying which instrument made the noise.

Please can we remind you that the children go outside whatever the weather.
This means they need a pair of welly boots in Nursery at all times. A warm
waterproof coat is recommended as are hats and gloves for those colder
weather snaps.

We have a few children who have started potty training. We often get asked for some top tips
for this. ERIC is a useful site online to explore. Their top tips can be
found here:
https://www.eric.org.uk/top-10-potty-training-tips

Update from Badgers and Foxes continued
Lending Library
Are you using our lending library? Between Foxes and Badgers base we have a lending library, with a wide
variety of books for you to share with your child at home. Sharing a book with a child is fun – it’s a time for
closeness, laughing and talking together. Reading with your child can help them develop, strengthen your
bond and get them ready for school. Spending 10 minutes a day reading to your child
helps them develop social and emotional skills and become confident, happy learners.
You can borrow one book at a time and bring it back as soon as you have read it with
your child. If you would like to borrow a book please choose a book with your child, the
lending file records for Foxes and Badgers is on the table in the foyer, where you will
find a sheet of paper with your child’s name and where you can write the title of the
book and when you borrowed it and returned it.
Top tips for reading together:


Find somewhere quiet away from noise, TV and mobile phones.



Cuddle up together or get brothers and sisters to join in and enjoy stories and rhymes together



Make animal noises or sound effects – these help to bring the story to life and will make you both
laugh!



Ask questions when you’re reading together such as: ‘What can you see on this page?’ ‘How do you
think the characters feel?’



Try asking your child to tell the story. They can ‘read’ the pictures to you and talk about what’s
happening on the page.



If you feel comfortable, try making funny faces or using character voices – these always make children
giggle!



Look at the pictures and start talking about them. Can you find a dinosaur or a rabbit? What else can
you see? How many bananas are there? What games are the children playing?



It’s OK to read the same book again and again because familiar books are comforting and build
confidence.

Mobile Phones
Please can we remind parents that mobile phones should not be used when entering the
premises at Hardmoor. There have been several instances where parents are arriving in
the bases still using their mobile phones, or taking photos of their child inside the nursery.
We have a policy for safeguarding your children and this includes no mobile phones to be
used within the nursery. If you are on a call when arriving at nursery please end the call
prior to entering the building.

Foxes and Badgers Team

Dates for your Diary
2020
Tapestry Workshop
Friday 24 January 2020 , 4:00pm to 5:30pm
Available for all parents/carers to attend. We aim to provide some useful tips and strategies of how to
use Tapestry effectively and look into any issues you may have had.
Children welcome and Refreshments provided
Please confirm your attendance with Marta or Dominika

Inset Days
Centre closed to all Children for staff training
Friday 7 February 2020
Wednesday 17 June 2020
Monday 20 July 2020

Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February — Half Term. Centre shut to term time
only children

We are delighted that we are for the second year running we are named as one of the
top three nurseries in Southampton on threebestrated.co.uk
https://threebestrated.co.uk/nursery-in-southampton

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook and Instagram pages.
Also review us on Daynurseries.co.uk
We try to ensure that as well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on Information
that is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC

https://www.instagram.com/hardmoor_early_years_centre

https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/

