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Healthy Early Years Award 

I am delighted to inform you that Hardmoor Early Years has been awarded the Southampton Healthy   

Early Years Award Bronze standard. This is in recognition of the centre’s commitment and practice in   

promoting a healthy lifestyle for our children. Staff are committed to developing a healthy environment 

for our children with a high focus on healthy nutrition and physical activity.  We look forward to             

developing our practice even further over the coming year and work towards 

the silver award! 

 

Wow Stars 

Thank you to all the parents who are writing Wow Stars for their children. I have been 

amazed by some of the fantastic comments. It’s so great to hear about the children’s 

achievements at home. Please do keep sharing all the wonderful news with us! 

 

Safeguarding 

The safeguarding of our children is of the highest priority for the Centre. We have a range of Safeguarding 

Policies in place which are reviewed regularly by Governors and staff. Full copies of the school’s           

Safeguarding Policies are available on our website: www.hardmoor.co.uk 

 

 

Here is a quick overview of some of the policies in place: 

Safeguarding: 

This is the overarching policy which explains the actions that the Centre does to keep children 

safe. It provides staff with the framework to promote and safeguard the wellbeing of children 

and how to meet their statutory responsibilities. 

 

Child Protection: 

 This is a sensitive area and all staff receive training. The Centre has Designated Safeguarding 

Leads (DSLs) who deal with all child protection concerns. Their names and photos are displayed 

around the Centre. We work in close partnership with external agencies in all child protection            

issues. 

 

http://www.hardmoor.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Aid: 

We have several members of staff with First Aid certificates who undergo training in order              

to deliver First Aid. The policy explains the procedure staff follow in the event of a medical 

emergency and accidents. 

 

Medication: 

This explains our procedures for administering and storing medicines at the Centre. The policy 

also  outlines the responsibilities of parents.  

 

 

Parent Governor 

We still have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our Governing Body. Being a governor can be a               

rewarding role and enables you to play an important part in how the centre is managed, e.g. in relation to 

what the children are learning, policy making, financial decisions etc. If you are interested in this role 

please contact the office. If you would like to speak to a member of staff or other governors please do not 

hesitate to contact either myself, Tina Monaghan or Vikki Maxwell, our Chair of Governors. We would be 

very happy to speak to you about this role. 

We also extend a warm welcome to new governors at Hardmoor: Ning Liu (parent governor),                      

Ewelina Sprysak-Stamp (parent governor) and John Green (co-opted governor). 

Finally, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all children thriving in the setting, developing their 

confidence and enjoying purposeful play with peers and adults. I look forward to following the children’s 

development and progress in learning over the course of the year. 

 

I hope that you enjoy reading all the news from the four bases. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Susanne Ottens     

Executive Headteacher 

 

Medication Policy 



 

 Update from Rabbits  

 

This month the children took part in a selection of cooking activities. Together with adult support they 
have made tomato soup, scrambled eggs and apple and berries crumble. The children especially enjoyed 
collecting the ingredients from the allotment as well as cutting up fruits and vegetables. The children 
were also keen on tasting new vegetables and exploring the process of cooking such as blending            
tomatoes. The cooking activities provided the children with many learning opportunities such as exploring 
Maths. We were counting the ingredients as well as exploring simple Maths language such as more, small 
and big, whilst weighing out the ingredients.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the weather changing the children went for a walk around the garden and collected different 
shaped and coloured leaves. We then created a fantastic display on the windows in the Rabbits Base. The 
children seemed to enjoy looking and touching the leaves. To further enhance this activity and to          
encourage children’s physical and creative skills we have made beautiful pictures where the children used 
glue to stick the leaves onto the paper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the leaves falling our little garden was in need of a bit of TLC. We involved the children in cleaning 
the outdoor space. Washing the windows was a hit with the children, particularly dipping cloths in the 
buckets, squeezing them out and watching the water drip. The children also used dustpans and brushes 
to clean the leaves off the ground. To adapt our small garden to Autumn, we have changed our planting 
pot for a digging pit. The children will have opportunities to use spades to explore the mud and use it in 
the mud kitchen.  



 

 

 

Update from Rabbits continued 

Throughout the month the children also experimented with different creative and sensory activities.  We 
made rainbow foam where the children observed the bubble bath changing from liquid to foam. The   
children added different colours and used their hands to explore the texture. We also investigated frozen 
rose petals. The children were keen to touch the ice with their hands and picked the flowers from it. As 
the children were becoming more confident with the ice they started to also use their feet to touch it.  
We all watched the melting process as the ice started to turn back into water and the flower petals    
started to float.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the children’s interest in rolling balls and looking at the animal books the children created    
marvellous paintings using marble effect as well as creating marks with different shaped and sized balls 
on big sheets of paper. We also carried out story times with props which the children really enjoyed. They 
were able to maintain their attention throughout the story time and also join in the vocalisation and 
different actions. The children were really good at waiting for their turn to pick up props as well as sharing 
them. To encourage children’s fine motor skills we provided children with pom-poms, spoon and bowls as 
well as flowers and tongs. Children were really eager to give it a go and persevered with it even when at 
first they may have been unsuccessful.  

This month we will be concentrating on children’s physical development and exploring activities such as 
an obstacle course, parachute and dancing with scarfs.  

We had a very successful cake sale for Macmillan Cancer Support. Thank you to all the staff for donating 
cakes for our sale.  

Please pick up a Wow Star from the Rabbits lobby area for you to record your child’s Wow moments 
which may occur at home. Also could you please share your child’s achievements and special family      
occasions onto Tapestry.  

Week beginning 21st October we will be exploring different activities around the Diwali celebrations, if 
you would like to share any traditions around this celebration please speak to the staff in the Rabbits 
Base.  

On the 31st October we will be having a small Halloween Party, your child is welcome to dress up. We will 
be exploring orange jelly and spiders as well as decorating our pumpkins.  

Rabbits Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We have been enjoying the start of the crisp Autumn mornings and making the most of the outdoor space 
over the past weeks. We have been out into the woods hunting for bugs and using sticky strips to collect 
leaves and look at their changing colours. We will be exploring the woods and gardens come rain or shine so 
please ensure your child has a named waterproof coat and wellies. 

 

 

The children have also been exploring a range of activities based around what they are interested in and 
linked to the next steps identified by their key person. We will continue to use your child's interests to support 
us in planning activities, so please share any activities or items that they develop with us so we can               
incorporate these into our day.  

 

Children have continued to demonstrate fascination with both role play and construction and we have been 
providing resources and opportunities to explore this including, large and small block play, a variety of              
different building materials including tubes, boxes and blocks. Children are also encouraged to combine             
resources and use their imaginations to develop their language and social skills.       
We are moving towards much more natural resources within the base and this has 
provided some lovely inventive and imaginary play. 

 

 

 

Our WOW stars are just outside the door so please note your children’s achievements with us 
and enable us to celebrate with them. Please help yourself to the stars which can be found 
on the Wow board and use them to share moments which have made you smile. 

 

We will be offering our ‘stay and play’ sessions in November so please speak to a member of the team to sign 
up if you would like to spend an hour with your child in the base.  

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the 
team who will be more than happy to speak with you. 

 

Hedgehogs Team 

 

 

Update from Hedgehogs  



Update from Badgers and Foxes  

 

Despite the building works in the centre the Foxes and Badgers children have settled well into their rooms. 

The new children have been getting to know each other as well as their new key person. They have been 

building their confidence in playing alongside each other while exploring the activities on offer. 

 

In Foxes the children have been exploring pumpkins, using remote control cars, balancing objects using 

scales and matching socks. Badgers have also been exploring pumpkins, learning how to mix their own paints 

and using hammers to hammer  golf tees into watermelons then nails into wood.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the garden we’ve all been exploring seasonal resources such as leaves, acorns and conkers . We’ve also 

been developing our physical skills of balancing and moving over and under things through various obstacle 

course.   

 

 

After half term we will be resuming our Owl sessions in the woods. Foxes base will be   

going up on a Tuesday morning and Wednesday afternoon. Badgers will be going up on a 

Monday afternoon and Thursday morning please ensure that your child is dressed in long 

sleeves with their legs covered. They will need their wellies and a waterproof coat as  we 

go up whatever the weather. After each session please remember to check your child for 

ticks.  

 

We will also be using the hall for our music and movement and yoga  sessions. Foxes will 

be using it on a Tuesday afternoon and Friday morning. Badgers will be using it on a     

Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon. This is a time where we focus on key skills 

such as listening, moving in different ways developing gross and fine motor skills as well  

as hand eye coordination. 

 

 

 

 



Update from Badgers and Foxes Continued 

 

Dates for your diary. Foxes parents evenings are being held during the week of 18th November, and Badgers 

on the week of 25th November. Please make an appointment with your child’s Key Person. 

 

Our Christmas songs event will be on Tuesday 17th December. There will be a morning  

performance at 9.30am and an afternoon one at 1.30pm. The children will be able to 

attend their session at their normal times.  

 

The base Christmas parties will be on Friday 20th December. Your child can choose to dress in their party 

clothes or Christmas jumper should they wish. We will be providing a party themed snack as well as joining 

in with party games and activities throughout the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foxes and Badgers Team 

 

 

 

 

 



Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre   
Facebook page. We try to ensure that as well as providing 
you with information from the Centre, we pass on            
Information that is interesting and informative to parents. 
Feel free to share our posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

 Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November — Half Term. Centre shut to term time 

only children 

 

 Monday 11th November — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children 

 

 Friday 20th December — Last day of term for ALL children 

 

2020 

 Thursday 2nd January — Centre reopens to Day Care all year round children 

 

 Tuesday 7th January — First day of Spring term for term time only children 

 

 Friday 7th February — Inset days, Centre closed to ALL children 

Dates for your Diary 

Inset Days  
Centre closed to all Children for staff training 

 

Friday 7 February 2020 

Wednesday 17 June 2020 

Monday 20 July 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/

