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A warm welcome back to all children and families and to all our new members                                               

of the Hardmoor Early Years Centre community. It is lovely to see the children                                            

settling in so well into the nursery routines, making friends with their peers and forging positive              

relationships with the adults as well as enjoying all the activities available inside and outdoors in the      

centre.   

Our motto is ‘Nurturing the seeds of learning’ and you will be able to find out                                                  

what your child will be learning and doing throughout the term as outlined in the                                               

Learning Links. These will be sent to you every half term. Of course, these are                                                    

only summaries, however the leaders of each base provide more information                                                

about the activities taking place across the centre as outlined below in the                                                     

newsletter.  

  

You will also be able to gain a taste of your child’s Learning Journey through  Tapestry. We really value 

parents’ contribution to Tapestry and we look forward to seeing these in forms of your comments and 

photographs over the coming year on this platform. Parents’ contributions form an important part of the 

assessment of children’s learning and achievements in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage     

framework. We are planning to host a parent session on Tapestry in the autumn term and will shortly be 

sending out a link in which you can express your interest in attending this. 

  

As you know, the centre is currently having a new roof laid, which has caused a temporary change to the      

entrance of the building, as well as children’s rooms. Thank you for your patience and understanding   

during this period of major refurbishment. 

In the meantime, I look forward to a successful year for all the children and working in partnership with 

parents and carers. 
 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Headteacher 

 

Parent Governor 

We have a vacancy for a Parent Governor. Governors are vital for the effective running of the early years 

centre and it can be a rewarding role. You will find out how the centre is managed and you will also be 

able to play a role in the quality of the provision, as well as policy and financial decision-making.  

If you are interested in this role, please call into the office for a separate form or send us an email at 

reception@hardmoor.co.uk  

If you would like an opportunity to discuss this position, please feel free to speak to either myself or Tina, 

we would be very happy to talk to you about this role. Alternatively, our chair of governors, Vikki, would 

also be happy to speak to you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from Rabbits  

The Rabbits Base has had a fantastic six weeks holidays. The children have  enjoyed 
spending a lot of time in the garden especially looking after the chickens. They had a 
go at going inside the chicken pen and feeding the birds one at a time.  We also      
carried on with looking after our planters and the children were very keen on          
watering and harvesting the vegetables.  By repeating this activity throughout the 
summer the children are now able to follow adults instructions such as to only pick up 
the red tomatoes.  

 

Inside we had an amazing time with loads of different messy activities. Following the children’s interests 
we have been car painting, fruit and vegetable printing as well as exploring sensory dinosaur world which 
was made from dry cereal and pasta.  We have also been practicing making different types of play dough 
using a range of ingredients such as corn flour and hair conditioner.   

 

We are welcoming all the new children that have recently joined the Rabbits Base. We are concentrating 
on introducing the children to their new environment as well as familiarising them with the staff and their 
new peers.  This month we will be experimenting with cooking different recipes for the children to enjoy 
at snack time.  We will be making tomato and basil soup, scrambled eggs as well as apple and blackberry 
crumble.  We will be collecting all the ingredients from our allotment with the children.  

 

On the 27th September we will be raising funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. There will be cakes for sale 
if you would like to contribute.  If you wish to donate any cakes please speak with your child’s key person.  

 

Rabbit’s team update 

Kjrsti has now moved up to work in the Hedgehog Base. We wish her all the best and thank her for all her 
hard work in the Rabbits Base.  We are also very excited to welcome back Leanne. She has re-joined the 
Rabbits team and will be working with us on Wednesday Thursday and Friday.   

Rabbits Team 



Welcome to the Hedgehogs base, we have enjoyed getting to know all our new children and families and     
welcoming back those who already know us. As you are aware the roofing works are ongoing and having had 
a few days in the hall at the start of term we will be continuing to support the  children to settle into the room 
and providing lots of different activities to keep growing minds busy.  

 

Our daily routine involves children being able to choose from a range of experiences including creative        
opportunities, sand and water play, books and outdoor activities. Our free flow system also means that the 
children are able to access the outdoor space throughout their sessions. 

These activities enable us to identify individual children’s interests and mean that we can offer them things to 
do which will both support their development and encourage them to try new things.  

 

We have been exploring the allotment recently, some of the children have really enjoyed harvesting the fruit 
and vegetables which we grew over the Summer and we will be digging over and fertilising our plots 
ready for new planting. We will be exploring the woods and gardens come rain or shine so 
please ensure your child has a waterproof coat and wellies. 

 

Over the next few weeks we will continue to offer activities to encourage children to develop their confidence 
and independence as they settle fully into the room. As you are aware we use Tapestry to record observations 
of each child which we share with you and we would love you to see the things your child enjoys at home. If 
you capture any moments that you would be happy to share with us please do add them to Tapestry. We will 
be offering a small number of ‘stay and play’ sessions during the term; dates and times will be confirmed    
towards the end of this half term. 

 

Please do share your child’s WOW moments with us - you will find the WOW board and labels just outside the 
Hedgehogs base.  

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team who will be more than 
happy to speak with you. 

 

     Hedgehogs Team 

Update from Hedgehogs  



Update from Badgers and Foxes  

Welcome to parents and children to Badgers and Foxes classes.  The children have started to settle well into 

the nursery routines and are enjoying exploring both the indoor and outdoor environment.  Hopefully over 

the next few weeks you will get to know all of the staff in the room.  If you do have any queries please do 

talk to your child’s Key Person or the Base Leader.  Mel is Base leader for Badgers and Sarah for Foxes.   

 

Outdoors 

We access the outdoor environment every day in all weathers, each child 

must have named wellington boots and a coat which keeps them warm 

and dry.  The boots can be kept on our welly station.  We will not be 

starting our Outdoor Woodland   Learning (OWL) till after October half 

term.   

 

 

Please ensure that your child has at least one change of clothes in a named  carrier bag (rather than a     

rucksack as we have limited hanging space) to leave in nursery again, 

please ensure that it is named so we can return it to you at the end        

of the session, this avoids items getting lost. 

 

 

 

Home to school Library 

Your child will have been given a book bag and will be able to borrow a book 

which, you may borrow for as long as you need.  You will need to sign the book in 

and out (a member of staff will show you what to do that week) 

 

 

Learning Links 

Our Learning links give you an idea of what your child will be learning this term and some top tips how you 

can support them at home.  In the base we use responsive planning, where we     observe the children and 

use their interests to meet their next steps in their development, this then feeds into 

our planning.  We will also be beginning our small group time which are where we 

provide children with high quality adult led experiences, these are       carefully 

planned alongside the learning links. 

 

 

 

 



Update from Badgers and Foxes Continued 

 

Tapestry 

We are using Tapestry to record observations of your child.  We upload one observation per week, which 

consists of a picture and a narrative about what they have been learning.  We also make written                   

observations of your child which formulates our summative assessments at the end of each term.  We meet 

with parents at the end of the term to discuss the assessments and to share your child’s next steps in their 

learning.  (Dates to be sent out in next newsletter.)  If you have any concerns about your child’s progress in 

the first instance speak to your child’s Key Person or the Base leader. 

 

 

We look forward to some exciting learning with your child! 

 

Foxes and Badgers Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminders 

Lending library – please do use the lending library, when borrowing a book please sign it out by writing in 

the class folders the title of the book, under your child’s name.  Ideally please change 

your child’s book at the start of the session 

 

Toys home – Children do take toys home that belong to nursery, this is a fairly normal process, so if your 

child has brought anything from home that belongs to nursery please do 

not be embarrassed about bringing it back.  We would appreciate items 

being returned so that our resources do not get depleted too much. 

 

 

Spare Clothes and Footwear — Please ensure that your child has a change of clothes and footwear and all 

items are clearly labelled with your child’s name so we can return 

the correct clothes and footwear to you, this will avoid items getting 

lost. 

 

 

Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre   
Facebook page. We try to ensure that as well as providing 
you with information from the Centre, we pass on            
Information that is interesting and informative to parents. 
Feel free to share our posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

 Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November — Half Term. Centre shut to term time 

only children 

 Monday 11th November — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children 

 Friday 20th December — Last day of term for ALL children 

2020 

 Thursday 2nd January — Centre reopens to all year round children 

 Tuesday 7th January — First day of Spring term for term time only children 

 Thursday 6 and Friday 7th February — Inset days, Centre closed to ALL children 

 Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February — Half Term. Centre shut to term time 

only children 

 

Dates for your Diary 

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/

