
 

Hardmoor Early Years Centre  

July 2019—Newsletter 8 

 

 

We’re fast approaching the end of term and the children have had a busy and 

eventful year at the centre. Our motto is “Nurturing the Seeds of Learning” and it’s wonderful to see the chil-

dren engaging in all the activities the centre offers inside and outside. The Owl programme (Outdoor Woodland 

Learning) has gone from strength to strength and it’s inspiring to see the children moving and learning out-

doors with confidence and increasing stamina. 

We also need to say farewell to all the children who are leaving us to start in 

their new school in September. I’m proud to say that the children have laid se-

cure foundations to their learning and are most definitely ‘school ready’. I’m 

sure that they will all do brilliantly and we wish them all the best in Year R. 

Equally, we are also pleased to see children staying on over the holiday period 

and look forward to welcoming term time only children back care in Septem-

ber. 

I would like to thank parents and carers for your support of Hardmoor Early 

Years Centre over the year. I wish you and your family a safe and restful holi-

day. 

Best wishes 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Headteacher 

 

A massive congratulations to Emma  

(Head of Centre) and András on the  

safe arrival of their beautiful daughter  

Artemis! 

Update from Head of Centre 
 
I would like to introduce myself as the Interim Head of Centre. I have been appointed to cover Emma  
Bator’s Maternity Leave until mid-July next year having worked in Early Years, Children and Families, and 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilty services for many years.  
 
Some of you will already have met me in my capacity as Governor at Hardmoor or from previously  
covering when Emma had her first baby. I am delighted to be back and it is a real pleasure to see how the 
Centre has gone from strength to strength. I am looking forward to meeting you all in the near future. If 
you have anything you would like to discuss or share, please don't hesitate to contact me.  
 
Tina Monaghan 
Interim Head of Centre 

We are pleased to let you know that we will be 

having a new roof fitted. Work is due to start mid-

August with completion early October. There will 

be some changes to drop off/collection points and 

access to car park which we will notify you of 

nearer the time via parent mail.   

Building update 



  

 

 

This month the children in the Rabbits Base have had a fantastic time, particularly 
in the garden. With the sunny weather we set up a selection of paddling pools for 
the children to enjoy. All the children seem to have had loads of fun, going down 
the slide and splashing in the water.  

In the allotment we have collected courgettes, lettuce and raspberries. The chil-
dren were very keen on picking fruits and vegetables from the planters and help-
ing the adults to water them.   

Inside, the children were showing interests in using blocks to build towers. To fur-
ther enhance this we will be providing more resources such as large soft blocks 
and big wooden bricks for the children to enjoy.  The children are also enjoying 
hiding games such as peek-a-boo and hide and seek. We will extend this by build-
ing dens in the woods. The children are also enjoying exploring different books. We are currently in the process 
of creating story sacks with props of the children’s favourites’ books. If you have got any unwanted toys that 
can be used for story sacks such as soft toys, small world, dollies or any children’s books characters we would 
be grateful for any donations. We will also be extending our story time and having circle time outside in the 
woods and in the sensory garden.   

The children enjoyed loads of creative activities this month. The most popular was painting with spray bottles 
on the big sheets of paper. This activity encouraged the children’s fine motor skills and allowed the children to 
make choices and use their imagination.  Their creation is displayed in our art room so please do come in and 
have a look.  

Throughout the six week holidays our theme will be “Under the sea” where the 
children will be provided with different water activities including ice play with sea 
animals.  

Please remember to share with us observation from home via tapestry. It is a fan-
tastic link between home and nursery and is lovely for the children and the staff to 
look at the pictures and talk to the children about their experiences at home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from Rabbits  

Update from Hedgehogs  

Following the interests shown by the children our focus for the past weeks has been on providing opportu-
nities for children to play in small groups and extend their interactions with one another. Children have al-
so been spending significant parts of the day outside in the woods and caring for our planters, water play 
has also been a popular choice for many! 

 

We are all enjoying the warmer weather and will be continuing to make the most of our fantastic outdoor 
spaces. Where possible both our planned and spontaneous activities will take place outside to make the 
most of the Summer sunshine! With this in mind please ensure your child has a named sun hat in their bag 
and labelled sun cream for us to apply prior to going outside.  



This half term in Foxes and Badgers we have been getting out and about in the woods exploring the fabulous 

woodland and learning new skills. We have learnt to use a carrot peeler, we peeled our snack carrots which 

were very tasty. We’ve been exploring how to use a pulley system, filling up a bucket with soil to be transport-

ed to the other end of the rope. Our balancing skills were challenged when we had a rope maze to negotiate 

then a rope to walk along.  We got very excited when we started to learn about keeping safe around fire. We 

learnt to light a candle safely and then we were shown how to safely light a fire. We got to toast marshmal-

lows and make popcorn which were very yummy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During our Small Group times we have been learning about Shape, Space and measure. We have continued to 

explore shapes using the blocks to create 3D structures while talking about their names such as cuboid, and 

cylinder. We have explored length and height by measuring ourselves using the blocks as our unit of measure-

ment. We explored positional language through games where we had to move ourselves into different posi-

tions such as next to, behind and in front of. 

 

The children were very interested in the Beebots when we introduced them. These are little programmable 

robots. The children took it in turns to use a dice to determine how many spaces forward they needed to pro-

gramme into the Beebot. In Badgers base we took this further when we started to predict how many spaces 

forwards we would need to programme the Beebot to reach a chosen destination. In Foxes the children ex-

plored programming the Beebot to change direction. 

 

 

 

Over the next few weeks we will continue to use your child’s interests to support us 
in planning activities, so please share any new interests they develop with us so we 
can incorporate these into our day. We will be offering children a range of activities 
including playdough, collage, gardening and painting.  

 

We hope those of you who will be finishing for the Summer holiday have a lovely 
break and we look forward to spending a fun filled Summer with those who will be 
continuing to attend. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the 
team who will be more than happy to speak with you. 

Update from Badgers and Foxes  



In literacy we have been developing our phonic knowledge through activities from Phase One Letters and 

Sounds. We’ve been exploring alliteration and rhyming words. Some children 

have been learning about letter shapes and sounds blending the sounds to-

gether to make words, others have been practicing writing their names and 

matching letter shapes. 

On the last day of term we will be saying goodbye to our school leavers by en-

joying a visit from Silly Scott. We wish all our children a happy summer break 

and our school leavers good luck in their new schools. We look forward to wel-

coming back the children staying with us in September as well as the new chil-

dren joining us. 

 

 

Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook 
page. We try to ensure that as well as providing you with 
information from the Centre, we pass on information that is 
interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share 
our posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

Dates for your Diary 

• Tuesday 23rd July— Last day of term for term time only children & visit from Silly Scott 

• Friday 26th July—Free family event at Hoglands park. Hardmoor will be running some activities, pop 

along and say hello! 

• Monday 2nd September—Home visits for new children 

• Tuesday 3rd September — First day of Autumn Term for term time only children 

• Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November — Half Term. Centre shut to term time only children 

• Monday 11th November — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children 

• Friday 20th December — Last day of term for ALL children 

2020 

• Thursday 2nd January — Centre reopens to all year round children 

• Tuesday 7th January — First day of Spring term for term time only children 

• Friday 7th February — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children 

• Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February — Half Term. Centre shut to term time only chil-

dren 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/

