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As always it has been a busy and eventful time at Hardmoor Early Years Centre. 

It was great to see so many families and friends at our recent Summer Fayre. I 

would like to thank you so much for all your support and for spreading the word about the centre. Altogether, 

a grand total of £1230 was raised which is amazing! 

I am also delighted to welcome back Tina Monaghan, as interim head of centre, during Emma’s maternity 

leave. Tina has extensive knowledge of the centre as she previously carried out this role two years ago and con-

tinued to stay on as a governor. In the meantime we wish Emma and her family all the best and look forward to 

hearing good news! 

Finally, the collaboration with Fairisle Infant and Nursery School is set to continue for another two years. I feel 

very privileged to have worked with such a talented and dedicated team at Hardmoor who shows a true pas-

sion for ensuring that every child attending the centre receive high quality care in a nurturing and exciting 

learning environment. I hope that you enjoy reading the updates from the bases as these highlight some of the 

wonderful learning experiences the children take part in. 

Best wishes 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 

This month in the Rabbits Base the children have been provided with different sensory play opportunities. The 

youngest children especially enjoyed exploring dry pasta with pots and spoons as well as homemade sensory 

bags that we displayed on the outside windows for them to explore. The children have been spending a lot of 

time in the sensory room, observing the bubble fish and having fun in the ball pit. To further enhance their sen-

sory experiences we will be making musical shakers using resources such as: rice, pasta, bells, pom-poms etc. 

The older children are starting to play together and initiating their own activi-

ties. They are really enjoying singing and dancing together, including ‘Ring a ring 

of roses’ as well as playing co-operative games such as passing the ball back-

wards and forwards to each other. To further support their social development 

we will be offering more child lead activities, where the children will be able to 

extend and elaborate on their play ideas this will include role play. 

This month we have been focusing on tidying up and improving our garden 

space for the coming summer. The children were very enthusiastic about it and 

joined in with brushing up the leaves. The garden is starting to look wonderful 

and we are in the process of creating our own mud kitchen with Lewis’s support.  

Update from Rabbits  



We have enjoyed exploring a variety of activities over the past few weeks with a focus on songs, stories and 

motor skills. Activities have included exploring ‘going on a bear hunt ‘ in the woods, building our own obstacle 

course, large mark making, exploring slime and choosing items from our song bag and thinking of songs we 

can sing using them, ribbon dancing and dancing to wide range of music- African, Irish and Flamenco! 

Based on the interests shown by the children and the next steps we have identified our focus for the next few 

weeks will provide children with increased opportunities to play in small groups and extend their interactions 

with one another. Children will be provided with opportunities to participate in a wide range of activities in-

cluding exploring shaving foam, creating pictures using natural objects, painting with different tools and cook-

ing. These activities encourage them to play cooperatively and develop their social skills as they play. 

We are all enjoying the warmer weather and will be continuing to make the most of our fantastic outdoor 

spaces. While we make every effort to protect children’s clothing please ensure your child attends in clothes 

which you do not mind getting grubby!  

We also ask that you provide your child with a long sleeved top and trousers for our Outdoor activities so that 

we are doing as much to avoid any child getting a tic. 

Can we remind you to check your child’s peg and take any art work home with 

you at the end of each session.  

Please continue to share your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars 

in the parents area beside the board. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the 

team who will be more than happy to speak with you. 

 

 

Update from Hedgehogs  

If you have got any old kitchen equipment including, pots, pans, cutlery and 

utensils and even a kitchen sink, we would be grateful for any donations. We 

will also be planting red sunflowers in an old tyre and later on we will be cre-

ating our own herb garden. In the allotment we have harvested our first 

lettuce leaves and had them for our snack. 

 Last week we celebrated Eid with the babies. In preparation for Eid we made 

30 paper links to form a paper chain to decorate our room. On 5th June we 

had  a special snack that included sweet rice and noodles. We finished the cel-

ebration with a special story about Ramadan and Eid traditions. 

Could we please ask parents to check their children’s plastic wallets regular-

ly.  All the children’s art work, celebration cards as well as important infor-

mation are to be found in these wallets.  

Finally, we are delighted to share with you fantastic news that Claire Simpson was successful in her applica-

tion and will be joining the Rabbits team from 14th June as a permanent member of staff. 



Update from Badgers and Foxes  

 

We have had a very busy half term with a lovely visit from Farmer Ian at Longdown Dairy Farm.  The children 

were really interested in looking and handling the animals he brought for us to explore.   When we returned 

to the classroom we painted pictures of our favourite animals and read stories and sang songs related to the 

farm. 

 

 

 

 

We have been learning about patterns using beads, sorting animals and pegs.  2D shapes making shape 

snakes, shape games, tap a shape and looked for shapes in the environment both indoors and outdoors.   

In Badgers we have been colour mixing and investigating what happens when two colours are mixed. 

In Foxes we have been using programmable Bee Bots and how we can make them move. 

Both classes have planted seeds in the planters and in the poly tunnel, we are encouraging the children to 

water the plants and take care of them.   

We are going up to the woods on a Tuesday and Thursday, where the children are eating snack and partici-

pating in a variety of fun activities such as bingo, colour matching, using pulleys as well as keeping ourselves 

safe, recognising danger and risk taking.  Please could you remember to send your child into nursery on 

these days with long sleeved trousers and tops.  They will also need socks as well as their wellies. 

In our hall time we have introduced yoga to the children, we are seeing a difference over the weeks in how 

children can balance, use their core muscles and becoming more flexible, ask your child to show you some of 

the poses! 

We have been doing lots of mark making both inside and outside, using sticks and mud, large paintbrushes, 

chalk as well as pencils and felt tips.  Many children are writing their own names recognisably.  When teach-

ing your child to write his/her name please remember only the first letter of your child’s name should be a 

capital.   

We have started Phase 1 phonics which is all about developing the listening skills for children to distinguish 

different sound and tuning in to what they are learning.  At home you could support your child by listening 

to what they can hear in the environment, rhythm and rhyme – singing nursery rhymes and hearing words 

that rhyme.  Finding objects that begin with the same sound for example; socks, snake, scissors. We do not 

teach the letter names as this will be taught when they go to school, however if you’re child shows an inter-

est in letter sounds and shapes we will follow this. 

The children who are leaving us will be visiting their new schools, and children who are joining us will be vis-

iting their new bases in June and July.  These visits help children to settle in during their first few days and 

weeks as they be familiar with their new surroundings. 

 



Reminders 

Lending library – please do use the lending library, when borrow-

ing a book please sign it out by writing in the class folders the title 

of the book, under your child’s name.  Ideally please change your 

child’s book at the start of the session 

Toys home – Children do take toys home that belong to nursery, 

this is a fairly normal process, so if your child has brought any-

thing from home that belongs to nursery please do not be embar-

rassed about bringing it back.  We would appreciate items being 

returned so that our resources do not get depleted too much. 

Wow Wednesday – We really like to hear and celebrate your 

child’s achievements at home, please fill in a ‘WOW’ star they are 

available in the library area on the wall or ask a member of staff 

for one.  The children also love talking about their achievements, 

we can also use this as evidence as part of our assessments. 

Doorbell – Please do not use the doorbell after 9.00am, please use the silver keypad buzzer, where a mem-

ber of the office staff will let you in.  Please do not let other parents in behind you as this is a security risk. 

Sun cream – Sessional children; could parents ensure that they send their child with sun cream on and a hat, 

some of our playgrounds have adequate shade, however some playgrounds don’t.  Children who attend all 

day will have sun cream applied either before or after lunch. 

Dates 

Inset day – The centre will be closed for all children on Friday 14 June 

Parents meetings will take place week beginning 15 July, your child’s Key person will arrange a convenient 

time nearer the date 

Last day of term will be Tuesday 23rd July for term time children 

All the staff in Badgers and Foxes wish our leavers lots of luck in their new schools, and want to say goodbye 

to both children, parents and families.  We will miss you all! 

Have a safe summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook 
page. We try to ensure that as well as providing you with 
information from the Centre, we pass on information that is 
interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share 
our posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/


 Friday 14th June — Inset Day — Centre closed to 

ALL children 

 Tuesday 23rd July— Last day of term for term time 

only children 

 Tuesday 3rd September — First day of Autumn 

Term for term time only children 

 Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November — 

Half Term. Centre shut to term time only children 

 Monday 11th November — Inset day, Centre 

closed to ALL children 

 Friday 20th December — Last day of term for ALL children 

2020 

 Thursday 2nd January — Centre reopens to all year round children 

 Tuesday 7th January — First day of Spring term for term time only children 

 Friday 7th February — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children 

 Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February — Half Term. Centre shut to term time 

only children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 


