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Welcome back to the Summer Term. We’ve certainly experienced a range
of weather, fortunately the children are always able to access out wonderful outdoor learning, no matter the weather.
I’m very pleased to let you know that we have a new menu for the summer term. It features healthy
and delicious options for the children installing healthy eating habits for the future. We are currently
working towards achieving the Healthy Early Years Award and the food options we provide are an important part of this. Our staff are committed to providing a healthy environment for the children with a
high focus on healthy nutrition and physical activity choices.
The dining environment is bright and spacious and offers many opportunities for social interaction.
Staff also eat together with the children providing good role modelling for eating healthy food choices.
You may know that obesity is one of the biggest health problems facing our country and the level of
childhood obesity in England are amongst the highest in the developed world. We do believe that children attending Hardmoor Early Years Centre have very positive nutrition experiences which increases
their acceptance of new foods and will set them on a path of making healthy and balanced eating
choices.
I would like to thank our centre cook, Vicky, who ensures that the children have tasty and healthy food
choices throughout the day. She works tirelessly in the kitchen producing yummy food every day. I
would also like to thank Katie for creating a happy and relaxed lunchtime environment in which children can enjoy their lunch break with their friends.

Best wishes
Susanne Ottens
Executive Headteacher

Facebook
Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook
page. We try to ensure that as well as providing you with
information from the Centre, we pass on information that is
interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share
our posts!
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/

Update from Head of Centre
Our staff team at Hardmoor are our biggest asset. From the warm welcome our
admin team provide each time you come into reception; to the sensitive, effective relationships our Teachers and Practitioners build with the children in our
care; to all the behind the scenes work of our Central team and Governors; each
person makes a significant contribution to the smooth running of the Centre and
the high quality childcare and education we are able to provide. We are very
lucky to have such commitment and skills from our team.
Welcome to Helen Storey who is joining our team as a Volunteer Gardener this
month.
Congratulations to Marta who was successful in securing the new position of Child Care Coordinator from
1st April. In her new role, Marta will lead on welcoming new families into the Centre and organising children’s transitions as they move up through the bases.
Congratulations to Pru, who went on maternity leave in March and is now Mum to a beautiful baby girl!
Welcome back to Tracey Middleton who is working as a Key Person in Hedgehogs and to Pam Jackson who
is working as a key person in Foxes throughout the summer term. We are pleased that Claire Simpson is
also staying on with us throughout the summer in Rabbits where she will be taking on the role of a key person.
We have a fantastic group of regular casual staff who cover in cases of staff absence and when we have
need for extra staff for short term interventions, such as additional support for a child with special
needs. This enables us to move quickly to meet the changing needs of the children in our care, whilst maintaining continuity which is vital for high quality care.

Finally, I am now preparing to go on maternity leave at the end of May to have our 2nd baby. I am pleased
to confirm that Tina Monaghan will be returning to cover the position of Head of Centre while I am away.
Wishing you all a fantastic summer term.
Emma Bátor

Tala Lily born on 20th March weighing 8lb 8oz.
Massive congratulations to Pru and Luther!

Update from Hedgehogs
Welcome to our new children! Ginny has moved to the Foxes pre-school and
we have welcomed Janis who joins us from the Foxes pre-school base, she will
be working full days during term time only.
We will be exploring a range of activities designed to continually challenge and
develop their skills alongside self-chosen activities which will be scaffolded and
extended by the adults Children have enjoyed exploring a variety of activities
over the past few weeks including, mark making on large paper, using large
blocks and wooden bricks to create towers and structures, balancing on different surface such as tape on the floor, blocks, beams and planks in the woods.
As the weather has become slightly drier and warmer we have been spending increasing amounts of time in
the woods exploring and trying to see if any of the small bugs and insects have begun to come out of their hiding places. We have dug over our garden plot in preparation for planting some vegetables as the weather
continues to improve and we have also begun to plant seeds to grow indoors until they are big enough to go
out.
Over the coming weeks children will be supported to further develop their skills. We will be exploring activities which offer the opportunity for them to problem solve and increase their understanding of the world
around them both indoors and out. These will include, exploring the woods, looking for bugs and insects, looking at our natural surroundings and caring for the chickens as well as using a range of open ended resources
such as tubes, blocks, ropes, sand, paint, dough and magnets to look at how different materials can be used
and manipulated.
Can we remind you to take home your childs art work at the end of each session, this can be found on their
named peg by the door. Thank you.
Please continue to share your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars in the parents area beside
the board.
If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team who will be more than
happy to speak with you.

Update from Badgers and Foxes
This half term Foxes and Badgers have been making the most of the woods by continuing to follow the
Hardmoor Outdoor Woodland Learning (OWL) programme. The children have been practising their skills of
observation for example looking for items that don’t belong in the woodland and telling the adults why they
don’t belong there. They have also been getting physical through their music and movement
sessions.
They have been exploring different ways of moving along the apparatus as well as using
ribbons and
scarves to make large movements in time to different types of music.
Both classes held a Mothers Day event inviting the mums/careers to share a cup of squash and a cake together. The children worked hard making the cakes to share, listing the ingredients in a shopping list before
weighing and mixing the ingredients then icing the cakes.

The children in Foxes have been getting creative with their Transient Art , using everyday houses hold items
such as cotton wool balls to create fantastic materpieces.

In our hall sessions we have been using scarves and ribbons to move to music. We have used the rhythm
and beat of the music to dance around the hall. Our favourite piece of music to move to was the flight of
the bumblebee as we had to move really fast.
Foxes and Badgers are really excited that after Easter we will be launching the newly sited sharing library in
the corridor area between both the main room internal doors. We will be encouraging the children to take
books home to share with you. We ask that you remember change their books with you at the beginning of
a session.

After Easter Foxes will be going up to the woods on Tuesdays afternoons and Thursday mornings and Badgers will be going up on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons. We will also be aiming to go up spontaneously. Please make sure that children have wellies, long trousers and long sleeved tops to wear to the
woods to protect them from ticks and scratches.
Upcoming Dates: On 16th of May we will be having a farm visit from Long down Dairy Farm. The children
will be able to see and hear as well as touch some of the animals that will be visiting us.

Update from Rabbits
With the weather improving the children in Rabbits Base spend a great deal of time outside. This month in
the allotment garden we have concentrated on getting our planters ready for
spring. The children used child size gardening tools to dig in the dirt as well as
getting rid of the weeds. In the greenhouse we have planted a selection of
herbs and vegetables including lettuce, courgettes, cherry tomatoes, and onions. The children are going up to the allotment on a daily bases to observe
the progress of our plants as well as to water them.
Inside the children have been exploring heuristic play. With a wide range of
resources the children were able to choose the objects they wanted to investigate, tubes were definitely their favourite! To further extend this we will be
using large cardboard boxes and natural resources to build dens.
We have also been very busy in the art room. The children have created beautiful animal pictures using collage materials and glue. The children’s work is
displayed in the room so please feel free to come in and have a look.

This month we had great fun with messy play. The children explored porridge
oats and used spoons to scoop them up. We also did a body painting activity
where children made marks on the big piece of paper. We made handprints
and footprints as well as covered our faces in paint.
We had a great start to our “Outdoor parents” sessions that started in March.
The timetable of the sessions is displayed in the base, you can also speak with
your child’s key-person if you would like to find out some more information.
In May the sessions are running on 3rd, 9th, 5th, 21st and 27th at 10.45am11.30. Feel free to join us, we will be planting sunflowers.
The Rabbits team would like to say a huge congratulations to Marta on her new
job position. With Marta leaving the room Claire Simpson will be joining us to
take over her key group.

Dates for your Diary


3rd, 9th, 15th, 21st and 27th May — Rabbits outdoor sessions with parents



Monday 6th May — Bank holiday — Centre closed



Saturday 11th May — Hardmoor Summer Event! (See below for more details!



Friday 16th May—Farm visit for Foxes and Badgers



Friday 24th May — Last day of half term for term time only children



Monday 27th May — Bank holiday — Centre closed



Monday 3rd June — First day of half term for term time only children



Friday 14th June — Inset Day — Centre closed to ALL children



Tuesday 23rd July— Last day of term for term time only children



Tuesday 3rd September — First day of Autumn Term for term time only children



Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November — Half Term. Centre shut to term time
only children



Monday 11th November — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children



Friday 20th December — Last day of term for ALL children

2020


Thursday 2nd January — Centre reopens to all year round children



Tuesday 7th January — First day of Spring term for term time only children



Friday 7th February — Inset day, Centre closed to ALL children



Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February — Half Term. Centre shut to term time
only children

Hardmoor Summer Event!
We are proud to present the Hardmoor Summer Event 2019.! This
will be the official launch of OWL - Hardmoor's Outdoor Woodland
Learning programme which will be officially opened by the Mayor of
Southampton, Councillor Stephen Barnes-Andrews
There will also be FREE woodland activities including; mud kitchens,
cooking on the fire, making bird feeders, growing and planting in our
allotment, stories & songs
Pocket money activities including; food stalls and refreshments, tombola,
auction and raffle will also be available.
£ 1.00 entry per adult
FREE entry for children and to My VIP Card holders on production of valid
card. (1 free adult per card)
Thank you so much to all of the companies that have donated some amazing raffle prizes! Up
for grabs are soft play tickets, haircuts, Oxygen Freejumping and Rock Up tickets, Bowling,
Food hampers and vouchers, Toys and toy vouchers, and much more! Tickets are on sale
now, 50p each or a strip of 5 for £2. Please come to reception to buy them!
We are looking for donations of tombola prizes. If you are happy to donate anything please
pop it into reception by Wednesday 8th May. We are looking for items such as food and drink
items, small toys, books and stationery.
Raffle prizes include items donated by:

