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Thank you to the parents who attended the recent ECaT (Every Child 

a Talker) workshop. I do appreciate that not all parents were able to 

attend due to work commitments. There are many ways in which you can support your child’s 

language and communication skills and to encourage them to talk. 

Here’s some toys and games that can be particularly helpful in supporting communication: 

Imaginative Play 

Dressing up clothes, dolls houses, Playmobile, Lego…you can use any of these toys to join in 

with your child’s imaginative play. This can help you expand their language and vocabu-

lary and also develop their creativity. 

Messy Play 

Messy play helps with sensory exploration and can be used to develop language skills. 

Things like water play, sand play, finger painting and playdough etc. all help children to 

develop their awareness of different sensations and can be used to talk about actions 

e.g. pour, squash, squeeze, rub, pull as well as describing different colours and textures. 

Repetitive Books 

E.g. Dear Zoo, The Gingerbread Man 

These books help the children to listen to and enjoy stories. Children love hearing familiar 

books/stories over and over. Repetition helps children to understand and remember the 

words that they can hear. Children love to join in with the bits they remember and so 

books that have a repetitive line throughout them are great. 

Simple Lotto Boards 

These are brilliant for helping children to develop their vocabulary. You can talk to them 

about the pictures they can see, and move on to asking them 

to tell you to tell you about the pictures. 

Of course, the above are just a small example and I’m sure that 

you’ll know about and use many more. Below are some website you 

may find useful: 

www.ican.org.uk 

www.talktoyourbaby.org.uk 

www.talkingpoint.org.uk 

 

http://www.ican.org.uk
http://www.talktoyourbaby.org.uk
http://www.talkingpoint.org.uk


 

Parent Governor 

We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor. Governors are vital for the effective running 

of the Centre and it can be a rewarding role. You will find out about how the Centre is managed 

and you can also play a role in policy, financial decision-making and staff appointments.  

If you are interested in this role and would like an opportunity to discuss this further, please 

feel free to speak to myself or our other parent governors Abi Jones or Sarah Williams. We 

would be happy to talk to you about this role. 

Finally, we say Farewell to Wendy in the Badgers Room who is leaving the Centre at the end of 

this half-term. We wish her all the best and thank her for all she has done for the children and 

the Centre throughout her time here. We welcome Mel Jackson to the team in the Badgers. 

Mel is an experienced teacher and I'm sure that she will make a positive contribution to the 

centre.' 

Best wishes 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

The INSET day at the end of January was dedicated to the further development of our OWL pro-

gramme (Outdoor Woodland Learning).  Forest School trainers Tony and Ian joined us to devel-

op the teams skills in safely introducing the use of candles and fire into the OWL programme. 

Building fires is something humans have been doing for millennia.  The heat from the sun is es-

sential for life.  The warmth and ability to cook on fire have been key to our survival.  Fire can 

also be highly destructive and needs to be carefully managed to avoid harm.  Fire connects us 

with our past and links us to the environment.  Do you remember your first experience of being 

around a fire?  Do you have fond memories of campfires, bonfire night or BBQs?  Perhaps you 

have had scary encounters with fire?   

The OWL programme is designed to help children build skills 

and confidence.  We plan to use OWL to broaden children's 

learning experiences as well as learn key messages about 

keeping safe around fire.  These include always telling an 

adult if you see a fire or fire lighting equipment and keeping 

out of the "fire bubble" (walking around the outside of the 

fire area). 

Update from Head of Centre 

Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook 
page. We try to ensure that as well as providing you with 
information from the Centre, we pass on information that is 
interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share 
our posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/


 

We will be introducing fire starting with battery operated candles - these will enable us to show 

the designated fire area.  We will then progress on to lighting real candles so that they can see a 

real flame before introducing small camp fires.  All fire based activities are carefully planned 

and closely supervised by staff.  A dedicated member of staff will supervise the fire throughout 

the time it is lit and ensure fires are completely extinguished at the end of each session. 

  

We plan to introduce opportunities for parents and carers to join in with OWL sessions, so you 

will have the opportunity to see how the staff deliver the programme and experience the awe 

and wonder of the children as they play and learn in the woodland environment.  

 

If you have any questions about the introduction of fire into the 

programme or how your child is involved with OWL, please 

speak to your child's key person. 

 

Kind Regards 

Emma Bátor  

Head of Centre 

 

 

 

Here at Hardmoor we have been doing lots of work to try and raise our profile within South-

ampton. You may have seen our new website, which we are very pleased with! Keep an eye on 

the website for regular blog posts and other news. We have also created a Hardmoor profile on 

some leading childcare search engines, after all we are one of the 3 best rated nurseries in 

Southampton and want to ensure we spread the word. 

The best way of getting our name out there is word of mouth. Over 50% of our enquiries come 

from you as parents and carers telling your friends and family about us! We would be so grate-

ful if you could continue to spread the word by leaving us a review on the following websites

(just click on the links to go straight to our profile!): 

 Childcare.co.uk 

 Daynurseries.co.uk 

 Google.co.uk 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Reviews  

http://www.hardmoor.co.uk/
https://threebestrated.co.uk/nursery-in-southampton
https://www.childcare.co.uk/profile/2212759
https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/daynursery.cfm/searchazref/65432232084
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&source=hp&ei=KoBqXMCTEMOYjLsPjZuQmAY&q=hardmoor+early+years&btnK=Google+Search&oq=hardmoor+e&gs_l=psy-ab.3.0.0l2j0i22i30l6.898.3012..4387...1.0..0.66.670.12......0....1..gws-wiz.....0..0i131j0i10j0i22i10i30.TgOzF


The children have settled well and become increasingly confident in the room, they have be-

gun to develop lovely relationships with both staff and peers. We hope you are all familiar with 

the room staff and your child’s key person, if you have any queries about anything we do in the 

room or would like to talk about your child and their time with us please do speak to your key 

person or Jilly. 

 

Hedgehogs have been very busy over the past few weeks, we have 

braved the outdoors come rain, wind or in a couple of cases frost and 

sleet! We have had fun exploring the space and looking at the difference 

the weather makes to the ground, leaves and even the play equipment. 

Exploring ice both indoors and out has proved popular and we have also 

continued to extend our experiences in the woodland. Other activities 

we have participated in have included lots of sensory play including mark 

making using wheeled vehicles and paint, exploring coloured and scent-

ed water, and making patterns in damp sand. All of these support your 

child to develop a wide range of skills including fine and gross motor 

skills, communication and language, creativity and personal, social and 

emotional skills. 

 

Over the next few weeks we will continue to be led by the children’s interests and will respond 

to these by offering activities which allow them to explore and develop at a pace appropriate 

to them. Our focus will be on communication and language and continuing to develop rela-

tionships so we will be sharing stories and rhymes, joining in with lots of singing, exploring 

rhythms and rhymes by using instruments to tap out repeated sounds. We are able to support 

language development in a range of ways when using the outdoor space to- describing what 

we see, hear, feel and smell. These activities and others support children in playing coopera-

tively and encourage sharing, turn taking as well as developing language and communication. 

 

Can we remind you to check your child’s peg and take any art work 

home with you at the end of each session. Please continue to share 

your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars in the parents 

area beside the board. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a mem-

ber of the team who will be more than happy to speak with you. 

Update from Hedgehogs  



Update from Badgers and Foxes  

It has been a busy half-term in Foxes and Badgers, although a sad ending with Wendy leaving, 

we will hopefully see her back in the centre doing some cover work.   

We would like to welcome Mel to the team, she will be the Base Leader in Badgers and will 

be working full-time.  She has been into Badgers room and has introduced herself to the chil-

dren and parents. 

 

We discussed Chinese New Year, we looked at and talked about dry noodles, some of the chil-

dren commented “they’re really hard” “They’re really dry” “They break” “They feel rough”.  

We discussed how we could make them soft to eat, so we added hot water to them.  Children 

commented “They’re sticky now!” “They’re soft” “They’re squishy”.  It made us feel very hun-

gry so we ate some for our snack.  We watched a video clip of the Chinese dragon dance 

which inspired us to make our own dancing dragon 

 

The children in Foxes found two eggs in the woods, we talked about what we thought were in 

them and if there was anything in there how would it get out.  The children decided to put it 

into a dark room but nothing happened.  We then left it out in the light but nothing hap-

pened.  We then put it into some water and the egg cracked and a dinosaur was in the water! 

 

Messy Play Week 

The children have had a very busy and messy last week before the break.  We have had lots 

of fun with using shaving foam and sand together, Tapioca play, Marshmallow dough, making 

clay pots and many more sensory play.   

 

 

 

 

 

    

                        Gloop                 Rice Krispies rolling    Sand and shaving foam             

       

 

 



Learning Links  

Please do look at our learning links for the next term, we will be thinking about growing, new 

life and celebrating Easter and Mother’s Day, if you celebrate any cultural festival please let 

us know. 

 

OWL 

We have made a change to the times we go into the woods to do OWL’.  We now go on a 

Wednesday Morning for all day care children attending and morning sessional children and a 

Thursday afternoon for day care children not attending on a Thursday and afternoon session-

al children, please ensure that your child has their wellies in nursery and warm clothing on 

that day.   

 

Upcoming events: 

World Book Day 

It is World Book Day on Thursday 7 March, your child may come dressed up as their favourite 

book character, if they may also bring in their favourite book that week so that we can share 

it with other children. (Please make sure the book is named) 

 

Change to Parents Meetings 

Due to unforeseen circumstances we have had to change the Parents meetings dates previ-

ously advertised.  These meetings are an ideal opportunity to meet with your child’s key per-

son to discuss your child’s progress and their next steps in their learning.  Please see your 

child’s key person to arrange a convenient time. 

 

Badgers:  Alison, Mel and Alex 

Tuesday 26 March: 4.15 pm – 5:45 pm 

Thursday 28 March: 4.15 pm – 5.15 pm 

 

Foxes 

Janis: 

Tuesday 26 March: 4.15 pm – 5:45 pm    

             Gelli Baff 



Sarah: 

Monday 4 March: 3.10 pm – 3.50 pm 

Thursday 28 March: 4.15 pm – 5.15 pm 

 

Carolyn:  

TBC 

 

Mother’s Day Celebration: 

At the beginning of March your child will be coming 

home with more information about our event 

 

Please note (Term time children only): 

 There will be no session for term time only children in Foxes and Badgers on 1 April 

2019 (day care in as normal) 

 Last day of term for term time children is Friday 5 April 2019 and the new term begins 

on Tuesday 23 April :2019 

 

We wish you a restful half term 

Foxes and Badgers Team 

Update from Rabbits  

 

The children have had a fantastic start to the New Year at the 

Nursery. We have explored different shapes and numbers. The 

children particularly enjoyed creating marks using different 

shaped wooden blocks and paint as well as using dry pasta and 

rice to make different patterns on the paper.  This month we will 

extend maths learning opportunities by exploring different size 

objects. As the children’s interests are currently based around 

animals and books we will introduce them to the story 

‘Goldilocks and three Bears’ and to further enhance their learn-

ing we will be going on a bear hunt in our woodland.  

 



 
February started with celebrating Chinese New Year of the Pig. We 

had a great day making fans, and looking at the traditional Chinese 

items including: red envelopes, calendars, and dragons. At snack 

time we used chopsticks to eat noodles and we were really im-

pressed that some of the children were able to use them to eat their 

snack. 

 

This month we will also be focusing on musical instruments and 

combining them with nursery rhymes. To encourage the children to 

join in we will be doing dance sessions using different resources including: ribbons, stretchy 

materials and fire blankets. To further extend these sessions we will be introducing different 

types of music in a range of languages.  

 

 Monday 25th February — First day of second half term for term time only children 

 Thursday 7th March—World Book Day—An opportunity to get dressed up as your fa-

vourite book character! 

 Tuesday 26th March—Daycare Parents Evenings (Hedgehogs and Rabbits) 

 

 Please be aware that due to the lateness of Easter in 2019, the Summer term will start 

 a week before the Easter holidays!  

 

 Monday 1st April— Centre closed to term time only children 

 Tuesday 26th March—Daycare Parents Evenings (Hedgehogs and Rabbits) 

 Tuesday 2nd April— First day of term for term time only children 

 Friday 5th April—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 19th and Monday 22nd April—Bank holiday— Centre Closed 

 Tuesday 23rd April—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 6th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Friday 24th May—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 27th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Monday 3rd June—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 14th June—Inset Day— Centre closed to ALL children 

 Tuesday 23rd July— Last day of term for term time only children 

Dates for your Diary 


