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A very happy and healthy new year 

to everyone at Hardmoor Early 

Years Centre. We wish you all a successful 2019 and welcome 

all new families and children! 

The start of a new year is always exciting and it’s great to see 

how well the children are responding to all the play and learn-

ing opportunities at Hardmoor Early Years Centre.  Play is a 

very important way in which children learn and develop. 

Young children can develop many skills through the power of 

play, such as language skills, imagination, empathy, creativity, 

problem-solving and social skills and many more. Because 

play is fun, it also gives the children a sense of adventure. Play 

also enable the children to relax and ‘let off steam’.  

Staff at the centre are skilled in providing many opportunities for purposeful play in a safe 

setting.  Play helps children to develop their self-esteem and to feel good about themselves. We 

live in a society where there is an increasing pressure on young people and teenagers, so it is of 

uttermost importance that we ensure that our children are given the opportunity to experience 

learning as fun, exciting and engaging. 

Our motto is ‘Nurturing the seeds of learning’ and I look forward to seeing all the children de-

veloping their learning whilst having fun over the course of the year. 

Best Wishes,  

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome back! We hope you have all enjoyed the holiday and have 
been able to relax and spend time with family and friends. We have 
been busy making some new friends as new children join us and 
some move up from the Rabbits room  

 

 For the first part of this month we are exploring a range of activi-
ties which support children in returning to their routine. We have 
been doing lots of singing and music activities, using instruments 
and reminding ourselves of our favourite songs as well as learning 
and revisiting our boundaries and expectations- using our walking 
feet, kind words and gentle hands etc. 

 

Over the next few weeks we will continue to be led by the children’s interests and will respond 
to these by offering activities which allow them to explore and develop at a pace appropriate 
to them, please do let us know if your child has any particular favourite activities, books or 
songs.  

 

Our focus will be on independence skills and getting to know each other so expect to see and 
hear about lots of group activities from music and dancing sessions and using the parachute to 
exploring the woods and large group games. These activities and others support children in 
playing cooperatively and encourage sharing, turn taking as well as developing language and 
communication. 

 

Can we remind you that we will be out exploring our environment in all weathers so please en-
sure your child has suitable wet/cold weather clothing and welly boots. Please continue to 
share your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars in the parents’ area beside the 
board. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team who 
will be more than happy to speak with you. 

 

The Hedgehog Team 

 

Update from Hedgehogs  



Update from Badgers and Foxes  

Badgers and Foxes have made a positive start to the new term and our new children have 

settled well. Badgers’ children are now back in their room and exploring the different envi-

ronment and resources with interest. It is nice to have Sarah back teaching in Foxes full time 

again. Wendy is back teaching Monday to Wednesday in Badgers and Athene is working 

Thursday and Friday. 

OWL will have re-started by the time you receive this newsletter, so 

can we remind you to bring in boots for your child/children (named 

please) as the woodland gets wet and muddy. Warm coats are also 

necessary.  Wednesday is the dedicated OWL day, however we will 

be visiting the woodland on other days too. The children explore the 

woodland independently and also participate in focused activities 

which extend their learning and enable them to gain an OWL certifi-

cate. 

 

 

Due to children in Badgers showing an interest in volcanoes, we made a volcano with vinegar 

and bicarbonate of soda. The children were fascinated with the changes that happened when 

we mixed the powder and liquid together. You could try this at home but be warned………it 

can be messy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smelling the vinegar- they were not impressed! 

 

 

When the vinegar was added to the bi-

carbonate of soda, it ‘erupted’! 

 

 

 



 

Badgers explored a large cardboard box which became a den, a ship, a house and a surface 

for some colourful mark making. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They have also been looking at reflections of themselves and of lights, so we provided lots of 

mirrors and fairy lights for them to explore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foxes have been exploring and role playing with fairies on a fairy landscape! 

 

*Helpful hint: if you sew or tie a ribbon or cord onto children’s gloves and thread the gloves 

through coat sleeves, they are much less likely to get lost. 

Can you ensure that children have spare clothes in a named bag in case of toileting/water 

tray accidents? If your child is toilet training it is useful to have spare shoes too as footwear 

can get wet! 

A gentle reminder: it is best not to bring toys in from home as they may get lost or damaged.  

If you have any queries or concerns please talk to us. 

Badgers and Foxes Team. 

 



 Update from Rabbits  

We hope everybody had a lovely Christmas break and we are happy to see all the children 
back at the nursery in 2019.  

 

Last month the children explored many messy activities such as ice play, flour mark making 
and Brussel sprout painting. The children especially enjoyed exploring ice and observing hid-
den arctic animals frozen inside.   

 

To enhance our Owl programme the children made birds feeders us-
ing different types of seeds and lard. They hung them around the 
woods for the birds to eat. This activity supported fine motor skill de-
velopment as the children practiced threading strings through the 
little holes. To further develop this skill we will be making pasta 
bracelets and doing a cereal threading activity using play dough, spa-
ghetti and Cheerios.    

 

This month numbers will be introduced into the children’s play. We 
will use different shaped wooden blocks to make prints on the paper. 

The children’s work will be displayed in the art room, feel free to come in and have a look.  

 

During circle times we will be focusing on number songs with props. The songs we will prac-
tice are: 

“5 Little ducks” 

“5 Little monkeys”  

“5 little speckled frogs”  

If you would like to continue singing these songs with your child at home, please speak with 
a member of staff who will be able to provide you with the words to the songs.  

 

We are planning to update our home corner. If you have any unwanted household items we 
would be grateful for any donations. In particular we are looking for: 

 Pots, pans, cutlery 

 Photo frames  

 Table clothes  

 Old books, catalogues and newspapers  

 Any other suitable household items  

 

The Rabbits team   



Dates for your Diary 

 Tuesday 22nd January—Drama 4 all workshop—Badgers and Foxes 

 Monday 28th January—Inset day—Centre closed to ALL children 

 Tuesday 29th January – There will be an ECaT (Every Child’s a Talker) workshop led by expert Jan Stevens 

in the hall. Times: 10.45-11.30 and 1.00-2.15. Parents throughout the centre are invited to this inter-

esting workshop, which will explain how children learn to communicate and how you can help at home.  

 Monday 4th February – Foxes and Badgers will be celebrating Chinese New Year in both rooms. It is the 

year of the Dog. If you have special knowledge or any resources that you would like to share with the 

children, please speak to Wendy or Sarah. We may be tasting Chinese foods during this time so let us 

know if your child has any allergies. Tying in with this, on Saturday 2nd February there will be celebrations 

outside Southampton Guildhall 11.30-3.30; Chinese drums, Lion dancing, music, Kung Fu, Tai Chi, Chinese 

food and other performances.  

 Friday 15th February— Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 25th February — First day of second half term for term time only children 

 

 Please be aware that due to the lateness of Easter in 2019, the Summer term will start a week be

 fore the Easter holidays!  

 

 Monday 1st April— Centre closed to term time only children 

 Tuesday 2nd April— First day of term for term time only children 

 Friday 5th April—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 19th and Monday 22nd April—Bank holiday— Centre Closed 

 Tuesday 23rd April—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 6th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Friday 24th May—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 27th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Monday 3rd June—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 14th June—Inset Day— Centre closed to ALL children 

 Tuesday 23rd July— Last day of term for term time only children 

Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook page. 
We try to ensure that as well as providing you with infor-
mation from the Centre, we pass on information that is inter-
esting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our 
posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/

