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Thank you to all the parents who are writing Wow Stars for their children. I have 

been amazed by the fantastic comments. It’s so great to hear about the chil-

dren’s achievements at home. Please do keep sharing all the wonderful news 

with us! 

The safeguarding of our children is of the highest priority for the Centre. We have a range of Safeguarding Poli-

cies in place which are reviewed regularly by Governors and staff. Full copies of the school’s Safeguarding pol-

cies are available on our website: www.hardmoor.co.uk 

Here is a quick overview of some of the policies in place: 

Safeguarding: 

This is the overarching policy which explains the actions that the Centre does to keep children safe. It provides 

staff with the framework to promote and safeguard the wellbeing of children and how to meet their statutory 

responsibilities. 

Child Protection: 

This is a sensitive area and all staff receive training. The Centre has Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) who 

deal with all child protection concerns. Their names and photos are displayed around the Centre. We work in 

close partnership with external agencies in all child protection issues. 

First Aid: 

We have several members of staff with First Aid certificates who undergo training in order to deliver First Aid. 

The policy explains the procedure staff follow in the event of a medical emergency and accidents. 

Health and Safety: 

The safety of children, staff and visitors is paramount. Risk assessments are regularly undertaken for activities, 

bases and the grounds. 

Medication: 

This explains our procedures for administering and storing medicines at the Centre. The policy also outlines the 

responsibilities of parents.  

In our last Ofsted report it was commented that : “Staff display high levels of care 

for the children who attend the school” and “Children’s understanding of how to 

stay safe is excellent”. 

Finally, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all children thrive, developing 

their confidence and enjoying purposeful play with peers and adults. I look for-

ward to following the children’s development and progress in learning over the 

course of the year. 

Best Wishes, 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Head Teacher 

http://www.hardmoor.co.uk


  
 

Flexibility at Hardmoor 
 
I have had the pleasure of meeting many new families recently who have visited the Centre with a view to their 
child coming to Hardmoor in the near future.  One of the topics that comes up a lot is Nursery Education Fund-
ing (NEF) and how to make it work for families.  Over the past year, changes have been made to funding availa-
ble to all Early Years Providers, namely the introduction of 30 hours of free childcare for working parents as well 
as a reduction to the hourly rate received for the funded hours for 3-4 year olds.   
 
At Hardmoor we have had to review how we can provide a variety of options to families, including the new 30 
hours offer, whilst maintaining our commitment to high quality childcare and education.  We charge for meals 

during the funded hours as the rate we receive does not cover 
this.  Therefore, we now offer the following options: 
 
Term time only for 3-4 year olds (all bookings are Monday - Friday) 
9 - 12 Mon - Fri 
1 - 4   Mon - Fri 
9 - 3 Mon - Fri** 
9 - 4* Mon - Fri** 
 
*30 hours option, additional charge for hour from 3-4  
**option of bringing a packed lunch from home or buying a hot lunch 
for £2.55 
 
All 3-4 year olds have the option to book for full days term time only 
(9-3 or 9-4) and pay additional hours at the hourly rate of £5.28 
 
All year round options -  
Did you know you can stretch your child’s funding over 50 weeks? For 
2,3 and 4 year olds receiving 15 hours of funding, this equates to 11.4 
hours per week and for 3-4 year olds receiving 30 hours of funding, 

this equates to 22.8 hours per week.  For children who attend all year round, the funded hours are taken off the 
first 11.4 or 22.8 hours of your contract, so you pay the hourly rate for the remainder of the booking.   
All year round or "Day Care"  contracts have a minimum booking of 16 hours per week (2x 8am - 4pm).  As an 
example your child could attend from 8am-4pm, 3 days a week using 30 hours of funding  (stretched over 50 
weeks) and you would be charged for the remaining 1.2 hours and meals, currently this would cost: £19.99 per 
week. The daycare sessions we offer are either 8am - 6pm or 8am - 4pm. 
 
If you would like more information regarding our daycare options please contact our daycare officer Karen Calla-
way at daycareofficer@hardmoor.co.uk.   
 
I hope you have a wonderful Autumn term! 
 
Emma Bátor 
Head of Centre 

Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook page. We try to ensure that as 
well as providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on information that 
is interesting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

Update from the Head of Centre 

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/


Update from Rabbits  

 
 

A big thank you to all the staff and parents who supported our cake sale to raise money for our friend Asher 
and his family. We are very pleased to announce that they achieved their target. 

  

The lovely weather which accompanied us over the past few weeks allowed us to 
spend some more time outside and explore the woodlands as well as introduce our 
OWL programme to the children. We collected some natural objects and made some 
crowns with the children and have also created new treasure baskets for our chil-
dren to explore with.  

This month we would like to continue to extend our woodland learning so please en-
sure that your child has full length trousers and tops in their bags all the time. 

 

This month we are going to be focusing on providing more physical activities for the children to enable them 
to develop and gain new physical skills. As part of this focus we will be providing an obstacle course appropri-
ate to each child’s abilities.  

 

We had a great time celebrating Halloween and Guy Fawkes  day. To celebrate 
these events we decided to wear dressing up clothes and provide some fun activi-
ties for the children; exploring plastic spiders in jelly and pumpkin curving as well as 
making a fireworks display.   

We have been doing lots of exploring in the new area of woods over the past few weeks. Children have been 
increasing their motor skills by balancing on logs and , practising climbing over different log structures and 
moving in different ways around various spaces. They have also been developing their team work and prob-
lem solving skills by moving large pieces of wood from one place to another and taking turns to use equip-
ment including our new swing!. We have provided activities to support their knowledge and understanding of 
the world around them by including in mini beast hunts, collecting leaves to use in craft activities and looking 
at the trees- their leaves, bark and shapes.  

 

We also engaged in a wide range of activities based around Autumn including Hal-
loween, carving pumpkins, exploring the flesh and seeds and making ‘Incy wincy 
spider’. 

 

We will also use Firework night to encourage children to experiment with a variety 
of mark making activities including, bouncing tennis balls in paint, rolling balls in 
paint, mixing powder paint with gloop and making paper Catherine wheels. 

 

Children have been showing an increasing interest in role play both in the home 
corner and using the small world toys, we will continue to support this and develop 
imaginary play by using a range of different props and resources.  

Update from Hedgehogs  



We have all loved reading the Wow stars you have been bringing in for us- what a 
wonderful group of children we have!! The children are always very pleased when 
we share them with the group so please keep sharing those special moments with 
us. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the 
team who will be more than happy to speak with you. 

 
Update from Badgers and Foxes  

Foxes had a very busy half term settling into new and old routines within the 
classroom, they have returned after the break eager to reunite with their friends.  

Welcome to all the new children who have started with us after the holiday. 

 

This half term is going to be a very busy time as we draw nearer dare we say to “Christmas.”  

 

This half term we will be learning about Diwali as many children in the nursery celebrate this at home with 
their parents.  If any children have anything special for example artefacts or photo’s of them celebrating this 
event could you send them in to us so we can share with all the children. 

 

We will be starting our Outdoor Woodland Learning (OWL) which takes place every Wednesday, please en-
sure your child has a pair of wellies in Nursery and a warm coat and hat especially now the weather is turn-
ing autumnal!  

 

We have been practising our fine motor skills in our play, which helps develop the muscles needed for early 
mark making. 

 

We welcome Carolyn to the team, she will be Key person to the daycare chil-
dren in red group, she will be working every day except Tuesday 8am till 6 
pm, she will be getting to know you and your child over the next few weeks.   

Sarah will begin a phased return to Foxes at the end of November, and re-
turning full time in January, she has really missed the children and is looking 
forward to being back in the room working with the children. 

Reminders: 

 

Book library:  Please use the book library in the classroom, as it is lovely to 
see children taking books home to share with you.  Could we ask that you 
take only one book at a time, sign it out on your child’s sheet in the folder and when returned cross it out. 

 

Spare clothes:  Please ensure you have a set of spare clothes in nursery in case your child has an accident or 
gets wet; we have very limited spare clothes.  If you do borrow nursery clothes please do return them 
promptly 

 



Safety: 

Safety on and off site is imperative, if you use the car park as a day care parent 
please drive in and out at a slow speed as there is a blind corner in the car park 
around the back.  Some parents have shared their concerns with some children run-
ning up and down the pavements across from the centre as they have found their 
children copying, the road can get very busy and congested at pick up and drop off 
times.  If children see their friends they may run into the road without thinking 
about oncoming traffic. 

 

Chickens:  Our chickens lay the most glorious tasting eggs and we do sell these for 
£1.00 for 4, they are available in the parent’s area next to Hedgehogs base 

 

Nursery Rhyme Week:  Week beginning the 19 November is Nursery Rhyme week, each day we will be sing-
ing a different rhyme.  We will upload onto Tapestry an audio recording of the song and also the words so 
that you can learn it with your child at home.  Nursery rhymes are a really important learning tool, they help 
children to identify rhythm and rhyming words, which is a pre reading skill.  Please let us know which is your 
child’s favourite. 

 

Stay and Play: We would like to offer you an opportunity to come and see what your child does on the fol-
lowing dates.  There will be limited spaces for each day so please see your child’s key person with regards to 
booking onto this: 

 

Monday 19 November 9.00-10.00am and 1.00-2.00pm 

Thursday 22 November 9.00-10.00am and 1.00-2.00pm 

Monday 26 November 9.00-10.00am and 1.00-2.00pm 

Thursday 29 November 9.00-10.00am 

Friday 30 November 1.00-2.00pm 

 

Parents meeting: 

This is an opportunity to meet your child’s key person for 10 minutes to discuss their next steps in their 
learning.  This is for sessional and 30 hour children only on the following dates: 

Tuesday 11 December 4.15pm – 5.15pm 

Thursday 13 December 4.15 – 5.15pm 

 

Day care parents: 

Wednesday 12 December 6.00 – 8.00pm  

Please see your child’s Key person to arrange a convenient 10 minute time slot 

 

Nativity 

The Nativity will be held on Thursday 18 December at 9.30 – 10.00 am and 1.30 – 2.00pm.  If your child does 
not attend these sessions you are more than welcome to join us.  Photos will not be permitted, however we 
will take photos in the class and upload them to Tapestry, this is due to the new data protection regulations. 



Update from the Office 

Thank you to all of those that have returned your data collection sheets. These are so valuable in ensuring 

all of your contact details are up to date in case of an emergency. Even if there are no changed to be made, 

please ensure you sign it and return so that we know your details are correct. 

Going forward we will be sending these out once a term.  

 

As you will be aware, we  always ask for snack contributions. The funding we re-

ceive to cover your child’s time at Hardmoor is not enough to cover their snacks 

and so we have no income to cover these. We ask for a contribution of £13 per 

half term for 15 hour children and £26 per half term for 30 hour children. These 

payments can be made weekly, half termly or termly at the office, via cash or 

card.  We really appreciate any contribution you make. 

 

Our new look website is nearly ready to go and looks fantastic, we will let you know as soon as it is up and 

running! We are very excited about it and feel it will be a great tool in marketing our wonderful Centre!  

 

Hardmoor polo Shirts are now available to purchase through Tesco (search Tesco UES). They are £5.50 and 

are available in Jade Green or White, with the embroidered logo. Staff have been given the chance to pur-

chase these as well, we can’t wait to see everyone looking very smart in their new uniform. These shirts are 

not compulsory but we would encourage you to use them if possible.  The best thing is that 5% of all sales 

comes back into the Centre, giving us valuable income to enhance our children’s time here. You can use 

your clubcard vouchers and collect clubcard points too! 

 

Congratulations to the winners of our Facebook pumpkin competition Adam and Kevin. We will be doing 

another competition to win a Hardmoor Polo Shirt soon, so make sure you have liked and are following our 

Facebook page! While you’re there, why not leave a review?! 

 

Finally, if you are currently in receipt of 30 hour funding, please ensure you renew your code as soon as pos-

sible. If you do not do this you may lose your extended hours in January . 

Have a lovely Autumn term, 

Cate Torrington 



Dates for your Diary 

 Wednesday 7th November—Diwali celebrations 

 Monday 19 November—EYFS information session —9:15am-10:15am and 1:15pm-2:15pm 

 Monday 26 November —Stay and play session for parents/carers of 3 and 4 year olds—AM and PM 

 Thursday 29 November —Stay and play session for parents/carers of 3 and 4 year olds—AM only 

 Friday 30 November —Stay and play session for parents/carers of 3 and 4 year olds—PM only  

 Tuesday 11 December —Parents evening for term time only children (Foxes) - 4:15pm-5:15pm  

 Wednesday 12th December—Parents evening for Daycare children (Foxes) - 6pm-7:30pm 

 Thursday 13 December —Parents evening for term time only children (Foxes) - 4:15pm-5:45pm 

 Tuesday 18th December—Foxes Nativity (AM&PM) 

 Wednesday 19th December—Christmas lunch in the hall for everyone 

 Friday 21st December—Christmas parties and celebrations in all rooms 

 Friday 21st December—Last day of term for all children 

 Monday 24th December to Tuesday 1st January—WHOLE CENTRE CLOSURE 

 Wednesday 2nd January—First day of year for daycare children 

 Tuesday 8th January—First day of term for term time only children 

 Monday 28th January—Inset day—Centre closed to ALL children 

 Friday 15th February— Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 25th February — First day of second half term for term time only children 

 

 Please be aware that due to the lateness of Easter in 2019, the Summer term will start a week be

 fore the Easter holidays!  

 

 Monday 1st April— Centre closed to term time only children 

 Tuesday 2nd April— First day of term for term time only children 

 Friday 5th April—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 19th and Monday 22nd April—Bank holiday— Centre Closed 

 Tuesday 23rd April—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 6th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Friday 24th May—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 27th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Monday 3rd June—First day of half term for term time only chil-

dren 

 Friday 14th June—Inset Day— Centre closed to ALL children 

 Tuesday 23rd July— Last day of term for term time only children 


