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It is a delight to see the children learning new skills in our outstand-

ing woodlands forest area and gaining their OWL certificates. I am 

very proud of them! The woodland area enables the children to learn about the different sea-

sons in a natural environment, come rain or shine! 

 

The centre recently had a monitoring visit from the Local Authority and we received a very posi-

tive report. I would like to share some of the headlines with you: 

 

 All staff are making valuable contributions to children’s learning experiences. Children’s 

delight was observed as staff took their learning into the woodland area. 

 Staff check on children’s achievements and know their children well. 

 Children are happy within the setting. Staff are friendly and form good relationships with 

children. They are sensitive to children’s needs and support their emotional wellbeing 

effectively. 

 Staff make strong use of their knowledge and skills to manage children’s behaviour posi-

tively. Children build well on their understanding of rules and learn to respect each other’s 

needs. 

 Children develop positive self-esteem and build confidence in their abilities. 

 Governors make sure that policies and procedures for keeping children safe are up to date. 

 

We look forward to continue to develop the Centre to ensure the best possible care and educa-

tion for our children. Your partnership in this is invaluable and we thank you for your continued 

support. 

With best wishes for a lovely winter holiday. 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Head Teacher 

 

 

 



  
 

 

As we approach the end of the autumn term I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
the children on their progress since September.  As I spend time in each of the bases, I am so im-
pressed with how well the children settle in at Hardmoor and cope well with the changes to 
their daily routines as they move up through the bases.  Particular highlights have included ob-
serving children in Rabbits base engage in activities with high levels of concentration for their 
age, including a variety of mark making on the floor, windows and tables.  It's been lovely seeing 
the children in Hedgehogs develop confidence as they have ex-
plored the new woodland, improving their balance and strength as 
they negotiate the ups and downs of the woodland path.   Watch-
ing the music and movement sessions in the hall I've been really 
impressed with the listening and attention skills of the children in 
Foxes base.  
 
This progress is as a result of the engaging play and learning oppor-
tunities provided by our staff and how they work with you as par-
ents and carers to get to know your child and support them to feel 
confident about coming to nursery.  The biggest influence on a 
child's education is their home learning environment.  The time you 
spend playing, reading stories, exploring new places and experienc-
es together provide your child with an understanding of the world and building blocks for learn-
ing.  We love it when parents / carers share photos and videos of what you've been doing out-
side of nursery on the children's Tapestry account, which provide us with a greater insight into 
the children's development and personality. 
 
Well done to the staff team at Hardmoor for a successful term.  As well as the high quality care 
and education they provide to the children, our team also engage in training and community ac-
tivities which is part of what makes the Centre so successful.  Staff have completed First Aid 
training this term, as well as contributing to the development of our Outdoor Woodland Learn-
ing (OWL) programme which is improving term on term.  We have a number of staff who are 
studying towards qualifications which take a considerable amount of their own time and com-
mitment to achieve.  There are lots of activities that go on behind the scenes, including the or-
ganisation of fundraising events, such as the cake sale which raised over £200 for one of the chil-

dren who has been in hospital and the improvements made to the senso-
ry garden from the funds raised by Friends of Hardmoor.  Our team and 
the support from the local community make such a difference, thank you 
to everyone. 
 
I wish everyone a merry Christmas, restful break and a happy new year.  I 
look forward to starting a new term of fun and learning in 2019. 
 
 

Emma Bátor 
Head of Centre 

Update from the Head of Centre 



Over the past few weeks we have continued to develop our motor skills, children have been 
encouraged to dance and move to different types of music including action songs, music from 
around the world and classical tunes. These activities not only support childrens’ large motor 
skills and coordination they also support them to begin to express themselves in a range of 
ways by moving to different tempos and sounds.  

 

Children have also been joining in activities which boost fine motor 
development. These activities have included snipping and cutting 
playdough, threading, mark making in sand and cornflour gloop and 
finger rhymes. The development of motor skills is an important part 
of a child becoming ready to begin to write when they start school 
and activities which support this increase in the ability to manipu-
late both large and small resources are very valuable. 

 

We will be enjoying a range of Winter themed activities over the 
next month both indoors and out including, ice play, making snow-

flakes, developing our independence skills by putting on our own coats/boots and continuing 
to make the most of our free flow access to the woods. 

 

Children who are moving through to Pre-school will be visiting their new bases over the com-
ing weeks and getting to know the adults and children in the rooms they will be joining. Your 
childs existing Key person will provide a full handover to their new Key person to ensure that 
the move goes as smoothly as possible and to make sure that your child’s information is 
passed on effectively.  If you have any questions regarding this transition please do not hesi-
tate to ask. 

 

We will be holding our Christmas party on Friday 21st December, 
please speak to staff if your child does not attend on a Friday and 
you would like them to join in. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a 
member of the team who will be more than happy to speak with 
you. 

 

The Hedgehog Team 

 

Update from Hedgehogs  



 
Update from Badgers and Foxes  

Dear Parents 

 

We have had a busy half term, the children have re-
ally enjoyed taking part in the Nursery Rhyme week, 
and enjoyed singing the rhymes and taking part in 
activities linked to these rhymes. 

 
We also found a hedgehog, which prompted lots of interesting conversa-
tions.  After a trip to the vets we released him back into his natural habitat 
to begin his hibernation. 

 

We have some exciting news; after Christmas we will be 
splitting into two classes.  We will have a Badgers and Foxes 
class.  You will already have been notified if your child is 
moving into Badgers and who their Key Person will be.  In 
Badgers there will be some staffing changes.  We will be 
welcoming two new members of staff; Athene and Pam.  
Wendy the base leader will be working on a Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday and Athene will work the Thursday and 
Friday, they will share key children.  Pam will be working in the afternoons and will be key 
person to Orange group.  Sarah will be returning full time in January and there will be no staff 
changes in Foxes class. 

 

If your child comes to school wearing their wellies, please could you ensure that they have a 
spare set of shoes to change into as the wellies get very muddy outside and it prevents our 
carpets from getting dirty. 

 

Can we remind you that toys from home must not be brought into nursery as it causes argu-
ments between children. 

 

We have sent out a separate letter with our Christmas events and posted them onto Tapestry; 
if you haven’t received a letter please see your child’s key person. 

 

Please can we remind parents about arriving promptly for picking up your child, the sessions 
end at 12.00pm not 12.05pm 3.00pm not 3.05pm and 4.00pm not 4.05pm.  If you are going 
to be late please could you let the office know. 

 

May we wish you all a very peaceful holiday, the Foxes Team 



 Update from Rabbits  

The children in rabbits room have been continuing to explore the wood-
land environments. The children had an opportunity to take part in 
many exciting outdoor activities such as a night walk with torches, ex-
ploring sounds using musical instruments, going on a bear hunt and 
practicing balancing skills on the wooden beam.   

 

The children have been very interested in mark making both inside and 
outside. To support their interest we explored different resources to cre-
ate marks. The children used white paint and collage materials to make their very own 
melted snowman. Please come and have a look at our wonderful winter display in the 
room. Outside, the babies are really enjoying using our updated sensory garden, in partic-
ular the Perspex window.  

 

We are looking forward to this month’s fun activities. We have 
already decorated our base with festive decorations and later 
on the children will be very busy creating their Christmas crafts. 
We will be focusing on winter themed messy play including: 
flour, gloop, and ice play.  

 

Update from the Office 
 

Our new look website is now live  and looks fantastic, check it out at www.hardmoor.co.uk 

We are very excited about it and feel it will be a great tool in marketing our wonderful Cen-
tre!  

 

You will have noticed that a lot of staff are now wearing green Polo Shirts to work. They are 
also available in children’s sizes, as well as jumpers, fleeces, cardigans and bags. To order 
just visit  https://www.tesco.com/direct/hardmoor-early-years-centre/25666.school 

The best thing is that 5% of all sales comes back into the Centre, giving us valuable income 
to enhance our children’s time here. You can use your Clubcard vouchers and collect Club-
card points too! 

 

Finally, if you are currently in receipt of 30 hour funding, please ensure you renew your code 
as soon as possible. If you do not do this you may lose your extended hours in January. 

 

Have a lovely winter break, 

Cate Torrington 

Admin Finance Officer 

http://www.hardmoor.co.uk/
https://www.tesco.com/direct/hardmoor-early-years-centre/25666.school


Dates for your Diary 

 Tuesday 11 December —Parents evening for term time only children (Foxes) - 4:15pm-5:15pm  

 Wednesday 12th December—Parents evening for Daycare children (Foxes) - 6pm-7:30pm 

 Thursday 13 December —Parents evening for term time only children (Foxes) - 4:15pm-5:45pm 

 Tuesday 18th December—Foxes Nativity (AM&PM) 

 Wednesday 19th December—Christmas lunch in the hall for everyone 

 Friday 21st December—Christmas parties and celebrations in all rooms 

 Friday 21st December—Last day of term for all children 

 Monday 24th December to Tuesday 1st January—WHOLE CENTRE CLOSURE 

 Wednesday 2nd January—First day of year for daycare children 

 Tuesday 8th January—First day of term for term time only children 

 Monday 28th January—Inset day—Centre closed to ALL children 

 Friday 15th February— Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 25th February — First day of second half term for term time only children 

 

 Please be aware that due to the lateness of Easter in 2019, the Summer term will start a week be

 fore the Easter holidays!  

 

 Monday 1st April— Centre closed to term time only children 

 Tuesday 2nd April— First day of term for term time only children 

 Friday 5th April—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 19th and Monday 22nd April—Bank holiday— Centre Closed 

 Tuesday 23rd April—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 6th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Friday 24th May—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 27th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Monday 3rd June—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 14th June—Inset Day— Centre closed to ALL children 

 Tuesday 23rd July— Last day of term for term time only children 

Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook page. 
We try to ensure that as well as providing you with infor-
mation from the Centre, we pass on information that is inter-
esting and informative to parents. Feel free to share our 
posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/

