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I hope that you and your children have been enjoying the lovely sum-

mer weather lately, a bit of sunshine certainly puts a smile on your 

face! The children continue to enjoy their outdoor play activities and 

of course staff make sure they stay safe in the sun. 

I would like to thank the parents who attended the Every Child a 

Talker workshop. I do understand that it is not possible for all par-

ents to attend due to work and other commitments. I include some 

Top Talking Tips for parents and websites which you may want to 

have look at to support your child’s language development. 

 Allow your child to take the lead when you play together – this 

will keep them motivated and they’ll develop crucial thinking 

and language skills through their play. 

 Give your child time – they might need more time than you think to answer questions or 

follow instructions, so give them an extra few seconds to do this. 

 Use repetition; children need to hear words several times in different situations before 

they can understand and then use them. 

 Play around with words, make up silly rhymes – children of all ages can enjoy the fun of 

language. 

 Communication is a skill like any other – the more it is practised, the better it gets! 

 www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk www.ican.org.uk  

 www.talktoyourbaby.org.uk   www.talkingpoint.org.uk 

 www.booktrust.org.uk     www.literacytrust.org.uk  

Best Wishes, 

Susanne Ottens 

Executive Head of Centre 

 

Admin Update 

You will have received a Parentmail from us recently regarding the personal details we hold in 
accordance with the new data protection legislation (GDPR). Please ensure that you keep us up-
dated with ANY changes to your details, including home and work addresses and phone num-
bers, emergency contact details, GP surgeries and email addresses.  

We are still asking for contributions towards your child’s snacks. The suggested donation is 

http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk
http://www.ican.org.uk
http://www.talktoyourbaby.org.uk
http://www.talkingpoint.org.uk
http://www.booktrust.org.uk
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk


£2 per week for a 15 hour funded child or £3 per week for a 30 hour child. You are welcome to 
pay this weekly, half termly of termly. If you would like to make a contribution please pop to re-
ception and pay with card or cash.  

If your child will still be with us in September please be aware that the new term dates and inset 
days have been set and are detailed at the bottom of this newsletter.  

If your child is leaving us in September to go to School and you are on a daycare contract, please 
remember you need to give us one month’s notice of your cancellation date. Please email me at 
the usual address to let us know if your child will be staying over the summer holidays. 

 

Many thanks, 

Cate Torrington 

Admin Finance Officer 

 

 

Friends of Hardmoor 

Did you know that we have a ‘Friends of Hardmoor’ group? This 
group is run by staff and parents of children at Hardmoor and aims to 
support the Centre in a variety of activities such as fundraising and 
marketing, cake baking, help with organising fairs and events, and some maintenance to ensure 
Hardmoor is the best it can be!  

 

If you are interested in getting involved, please email Abi at abi@blakeandabi.co.uk. 

 

Job Vacancy 

Did you know we have an exciting opportunity available to come and work with us at Hardmoor 
Early Years Centre? The position is a full time, all year round position. We are looking for a level 3 
qualified Early Years Practitioner full of enthusiasm and fun! The closing date for this vacancy is 
Monday 18th June and more details can be found at http://www.hardmoor.co.uk/vacancies/ 

Please share these details with anyone you know that may be interested,  

 

Facebook 

Please like our Hardmoor Early Years Centre Facebook page. We try to ensure that as well as 
providing you with information from the Centre, we pass on information that is interesting and 
informative to parents. Feel free to share our posts!  

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

 

 

 

mailto:blakeandabi.co.uk
http://www.hardmoor.co.uk/vacancies/
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/


Update from Rabbits  

Update from Hedgehogs  

This month the children explored creating different marks on big sheets of 
paper. We used different types of equipment such as potato mashers, 
cleaning brushes and rollers to create different patterns. The children par-
ticularly enjoyed a body painting activity where they explored paint with 
their bodies. They seemed to have a lot of fun getting messy! To further 
extend the children’s interest, next month we will be painting our garden 
doors with big brushes and rollers. As children are still showing a lot of 
interest in water play and enjoyed activities such as washing up dishes 
from the home corner, next month we will be washing our big garden 
doors with big sponges and window cleaners after the painting activity.  

 

We held an afternoon tea this month to celebrate the Royal Wed-
ding. The children enjoyed hot cross buns followed by fresh 
fruits. Throughout the day we created Royal crowns, using gold 
paper, glue and jewels for the children to 
wear.  

 

After half term we are going to be introducing weekly visits to the forest 
where children will be exploring the woods with their key person.  All the 
children will be working towards achieving their OWL egg certificate. 
Please ensure there are always long trousers and a long sleeved top in 
your child’s bag for when they are going into the forest. 

 

On Saturday 16th June we will be holding a family event to celebrate Father’s Day, from 10am – 
12noon. We are looking forward to seeing you there.  

We have enjoyed exploring a variety of activities over the past few weeks including mark mak-
ing in cornflour gloop and sand, using different resources to paint with including sponges, fin-
gers, brushes made from natural materials and rollers. We have also been joining in a range of 

music and movement and action songs, all of which help to develop the 
coordination and motor control needed to begin to learn to write at a lat-
er stage. 

 

Children have also enjoyed a wide range of sensory activities including ta-
ble top painting, exploring ice, shaving foam and collage. These activities 
encourage them to play cooperatively and develop their social skills as 
they play. 

 



 

 

Based on the interests shown by the children and the next steps we 
have identified our focus for the next few weeks will provide children 
with increased opportunities to play in small groups and extend their 
cooperative play. We will be adding a range of different resources to 
our home corner including real fruit and vegetables, role play re-
sources for different shops- hair dressers, newsagents etc. and a varie-
ty of dressing up clothes. 

 

We are all enjoying the warmer weather(in spite of the continued 
rain!!) and will be continuing to make the most of our fantastic out-
door spaces. While we make every effort to protect children’s clothing please ensure your 
child attends in clothes which you do not mind getting grubby! May we also ask you to ensure 
that your child has long trousers and a long sleeved top available for visits to the woods so we 
can avoid the risk posed by Ticks as much as possible. 

 

Can we remind you to check your child’s peg and take any art work home with you at the end 
of each session.  

 

Please continue to share your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars in the par-
ents area beside the board. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team who 
will be more than happy to speak with you. 

Update from Badgers and Foxes  

Last half term we have been focussing on growth and change, observing caterpillars change 
into chrysalises and then into butterflies, as well as growing vegetables such as potatoes, 
beans and cucumber plants. 
 
We have also done some work on Fundamental British Values. We had a go at voting by 
drawing a cross next to the fruit we like best on a voting slip, counting them and seeing which 
fruit was the winner, and also celebrated the Royal Wedding by dressing up and playing wed-
dings as well as having a party!  
 
We are introducing our new system of Outdoor Woodland 
Learning (OWL) where the children gain certificates for learn-
ing basic skills, the first one being responding to instructions 
to stop and go. 
 



Thanks to those who attended the ECAT (Every Child a Talker) 
workshop and talk by Jan Stevens on 22nd May, which was inter-
esting and informative and made us all think about how children 
learn to communicate. Jan shared some lovely ideas too. 

 

Wendy attended a school transition meeting recently to chat to 
teachers at the schools which our children will be moving on to in 
September. One important message from the Reception Class 
teachers was that they would like children to be independent 
when they attend school (e.g.  taking off and putting on their own 
shoes and coats). 

 

Children MUST have a bag of spare clothes as many of our spares have not been returned 
and we often have nothing to change children into. If they have a toileting accident or get 
wet during messy play and we have no spares we may have to call the parent(s). 

 

This half term as well as interests that come from the children we will focus on transport, 
family outings and the celebrations of Eid and Fathers’ Day. We will also be planning for a 
Teddy Bears’ picnic in the summer. 

Dates for your diary! (Including term dates) 

 Saturday 16th June—Fathers Day event, see parentmail or speak to key person for more 

information 

 Tuesday 19th June—Playtime at Hardmoor Early Years Centre 

 Wednesday 20th June—Friends of Hardmoor Cake Sale, more details to follow 

 Tuesday 17th July—Playtime at Hardmoor Early Years Centre 

 Thursday 19th July—Last day of term for term time only children 

 Friday 20th July— Inset Day—Centre closed to ALL children 

 Friday 27th July—Play day at Hoglands park, Hardmoor will have a stall at this event to 

promote the Centre, contact the ‘Friends of Hardmoor’ if you would like to be involved. 

 Tuesday 4th September—First Day of term for term time only children 

 Wednesday 17th and Thursday 18th October—Inset Day—Centre closed to ALL  

    Children. 

 Friday 19th October— Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 29th October—First day of second half term for term time only children 

 Friday 21st December—Last day of term for all children 

 



 

 Monday 24th December to Tuesday 1st January—WHOLE CENTRE CLOSURE 

 Wednesday 2nd January—First day of year for daycare children 

 Tuesday 8th January—First day of term for term time only children 

 Monday 28th January—Inset day—Centre closed to ALL children 

 Friday 15th February— Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 25th February — First day of second half term for term time only children 

 

Please be aware that due to the lateness of Easter in 2019, the Summer term will start a 

week before the Easter holidays!  

 

 Monday 1st April— Centre closed to term time only children 

 Tuesday 2nd April— First day of term for term time only children 

 Friday 5th April—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 19th and Monday 22nd April—Bank holiday— Centre 

Closed 

 Tuesday 23rd April—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 6th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Friday 24th May—Last day of half term for term time only children 

 Monday 27th May—Bank holiday—Centre closed 

 Monday 3rd June—First day of half term for term time only children 

 Friday 14th June—Inset Day— Centre closed to ALL children 

 Tuesday 23rd July— Last day of term for term time only children 


