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A very happy and healthy new year to everyone at Hardmoor Early Years Centre. We wish you 

all a successful 2018! 

The start of a new year is always exciting and it’s great to see how well the children are re-

sponding to all the learning opportunities available at Hardmoor Early Years Centre.  It’s such a 

pleasure talking to the children and seeing their enthusiasm in their play activities. Play is a tre-

mendously important part of children’s development as it allows them to use their creativity 

while developing their imagination, dexterity as well as physical and emotional strengths. Re-

search shows that children learn best in an environment which allows children to explore, dis-

cover and play. All staff ensure that the centre is totally child-centred and purposeful play is an 

integral part of our provision.   

We are very excited about our new Stay and Play group for 0-3 year olds which is facilitated in 

partnership with Community Play Link. It will run every 3rd Tuesday of the month and com-

mences on 16th January. There will be a toy library available and local families are welcome to 

come along and play and borrow toys.  Please do come along and spread the word amongst 

families and friends as well. 

“Play is our brain’s favourite way of learning” Diane Ackerman 

Susanne Ottens     

Executive Headteacher 

 

Head of Centre Update 

 

Happy new Year to you all. 

Focus on marketing 

This term we are focusing on raising the profile of The Centre.  At Hardmoor we do our very 
best to provide the highest quality childcare and education to children from 3 months to 4 
years old.  We are fortunate to have a wonderful outdoor learning environment, large class-
rooms and our own soft room.  When chatting to parents last term at events and in the local 
community, I have been delighted to hear so much positive feedback about your children’s time 
at Hardmoor.  



I have also been interested to talk to local families who did not know about The Centre and I 
think it is important that all families in the local area, or those coming into the area for work, 
know that we are here and what services we provide: 

 We are a Nursery School, maintained by the Southampton City Council. 

 We provide childcare and education from 8am – 6pm, Monday to Friday all year round 

 We offer term time only sessions for 3 and 4 year olds, and some 2 year olds who receive 
Nursery Education Funding (NEF) 

 We offer  a fully inclusive package for Families looking for childcare for children from 3 
months to 4 years old. 

 We are developing our Community activities. 

 

Can you help? 

We have set up some advertising on Social Media and are also inviting parents to help spread 
the word.  If you use Facebook, please “like” our page, if you have the time, please write us a re-
view.   We aim to provide information which is interesting and informative for parents on our 
page, please feel free to share our posts if you like something, or think it could be helpful for 
somebody else. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  

 

 

New Community group 

This term we are excited to be launching a new stay and play session in partnership with Com-
munity Playlink who will be providing a Toy Library.  The session is called Playtime and will run on 
the 3rd Tuesday of every month from 9.30 – 11am.  As well as providing a fun activity for local 
families, we hope this create a useful opportunity for families thinking about using The Centre to 
visit and get to know us.   

 

 

 





Update from Rabbits  

Update from Hedgehogs  

Happy New Year to all our families! We hope you all had a 
lovely Christmas break. The children have all come back and 
settled really well again after a week’s break. A lot of our chil-
dren moved up into Hedgehogs base this year, so we are 
looking forward to welcoming some new children in the com-
ing weeks.  

This month we will be exploring different ways in which we 
can paint: using our hands, fingers and feet, sponges, and 
different sized brushes. We will be exploring gloop, cloud 
dough and making ‘cakes’ with chocolate scented play dough. 

We will explore water by filling, pouring and emptying with 
bottles, cups and jugs, put the sea animals into blue water, 
and explore what happens when we put sponges into the wa-
ter tray.  

In the garden we will be rolling hoops and balls down the hill, and using the small bikes, trikes 
and push chairs in the top playground. We will also take small groups of children into the low-
er playground to explore the big sand pit. 

We will be looking at books focussing on animals, practising labelling the animals and the 
sounds they make, and looking at some story sacks (books with props). 

Please could we ask parents to ensure all clothing, shoes and accessories (hats, scarves etc) 
are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  

 

Welcome back! We hope you have all enjoyed the holiday and have been able to relax and 
spend time with family and friends. Along with making some new friends as new children join 
us and some move up from the Rabbits Room we welcome some new adult faces to the Hedge-
hogs room for the New Year. Leanne Murray joins us as a Modern apprentice and David Wyatt 
will also be working with us on a more regular basis. 

 

 For the first part of this month we have been exploring a range 
of activities which support children in returning to the routine. 
We have been doing lots of singing and music activities, using in-
struments and reminding ourselves of our favourite songs as well 
as learning and revisiting the boundaries and expectations- using 
our walking feet, kind words and gentle hands etc. 

 

Over the next few weeks we will continue to be led by the chil-
dren’s interests and will respond to these by offering activities 
which allow them to explore and develop at a pace appropriate 
to them. Our focus will be on independence skills and getting to 
know each other so expect to see and hear about lots of group 



Update from Badgers and Foxes  

We were busy in December learning various number 
rhymes and songs and using various tools and techniques 
for cutting and joining. We made things for the displays 
and to take home and learned new songs to celebrate 
Christmas and the New Year. Children made their own 
hats for the Christmas party and joined in with dressing 
up / singing at the Nativity.  

 

Welcome back after the Christmas and New Year break to all our returning families and wel-
come to Hardmoor all the new children and their families as well as new staff who have started 
with us in January.  This half term we will have an overall theme of our bodies, clothes and 
keeping warm. 

 

In Badgers Room children have shown interest in rockets and space so we have had some sto-
ries about rockets and spaceships (Q-Pootle 5 and Whatever Next !) and children have been 
building and role playing ‘rockets’.. In Foxes Room there has been interest in playing doctors 
and using puppets so we have a puppet theatre in the room.  

 

This half term we usually celebrate Chinese New Year and Pancake Day, but as they both fall in 
the half term break, we will explain Chinese New Year the week before half- term and make 
pancakes the week after. There will be a Chinese New Year (Year of the Dog) celebration in 
West Quay shopping centre on 18th February so you may want to take your child along to expe-
rience the event. 

Activities from painting on large paper and using the parachute to role play and action songs. 
These activities and others support children in playing cooperatively and encourage sharing, 
turn taking as well as developing language and communication. 

 

Please can we ask all parents to respect the privacy of both staff and other families accessing 
the centre. We have a strict confidentiality policy and staff will not share information regard-
ing individual children or their families with other centre users. If you have a concern about 
the welfare of a particular child please speak to the base leader directly. Many thanks for your 
cooperation. 

 

Please continue to share your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars in the par-
ents’ area beside the board. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team who 
will be more than happy to speak with you. 



Dates for your diary! (Including term dates) 

Tuesday 16th January – 9:30am to 11am – Playtime at Hardmoor 

Tuesday 20th February – 9:30am to 11am - Playtime at Hardmoor 

Monday 12th March— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

Tuesday 20th March – 9:30am to 11am - Playtime at Hardmoor 

Thursday 29th March—Last day of term for sessional children 

Tuesday 17th April—Term starts for sessional children 

Saturday 28th April—Spring Fayre—11am to 1pm 

Monday 14th May— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

Friday 25th May—Last day of term for sessional children 

Monday 4th June—Term starts for sessional children 

Thursday 19th July—Last day of term for sessional children 

Friday 20th July— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 


