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This has been a busy term so far with Ofsted inspections, Winter Bazaar and 

now beginning the countdown to Christmas! In spite of all the events, staff continue to work tirelessly to pro-

vide an exciting learning environment at Hardmoor Early Years Centre. Of course, being situated in a woodland 

setting offers many wonderful outdoor learning opportunities for the children. 

All staff are currently developing their outdoor curriculum further for each base 

to give children rich and memorable learning experiences. I have been so im-

pressed by the many talents of all the staff here and the dedication given to 

creating an outdoor area which stimulates children’s interest and helps to de-

velop their enquiring minds. 

I’m also really pleased that this has been recognised by Ofsted in our recent 

inspection: 

“Staff plan exciting and appealing activities. Children respond well and develop a strong sense of awe and won-

der as they explore the world around them”. 

“Creating an appealing and engaging learning environment is a key driver for all staff 

at the school”. 

Although winter is drawing in children access the outdoor learning environment all 

times of the day. Please ensure that your child has suitable clothing for sturdy play 

outside. Being active is so important for young children as increasingly in our society 

more children lead a sedentary lifestyle as they get older. We hope that when children 

leave Hardmoor they will love outdoor activities and that this will stand them in good 

stead in the years to come. 

Howard Gardner, Professor of Cognition and Education, summed this up eloquently : “Enabling environments 

mobilise the energy, attention, curiosity and focus of children” . 

 

Susanne Ottens     

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

Have you seen our Facebook page?  We post lots of information about events and activities in the local area 
and updates about what the children are doing at The Centre. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  



Head of Centre Update 

 

New menu launch!  

 

The Centre will be launching a new menu for the new Year. 

Here at Hardmoor, we make every effort to ensure your child/ren have tasty, healthy 
meals.  We have been working on improving the meals provided at The Centre and will be 
making some key changes from January 2018:   

 

 All our lunch and tea recipes will be home cooked  

 There will be no added refined sugar to our recipes.  Where sugar is used, we will 
use unrefined brown sugar. 

 No processed or pre-made foods will be served  

 We will continue not to add any salt to our cooking and ensure that the menu offers a varied diet for the children.   

 

The new menus will be sent out soon, so that you can make choices for your child. 

 

If your child currently brings a packed lunch, we encourage you to try a hot lunch and you will be sent a 
voucher for 1 free lunch.  If you have questions about our menu, or would like more information about 
children’s diet or eating habits, our staff are happy to help. Please speak to Katie, our Lunch Club Leader 
or your child’s key person.   

Emma Bàtor 

Head of Centre 

 

Admin  and Lunch Club notices 

Please ensure you keep us updated with any changes to your address, phone number or email address. Just 

pop into reception or send an email to reception@hardmoor.co.uk to let us know of any changes.  

 

If your child is going to be off sick please ensure you ring the Centre rather than emailing, as in the instance 

of staff absence we cannot guarantee an email will be picked up immediately. 

 

Please ensure that if your child brings a packed lunch into the Centre, that there are NO 

NUTS in their box. We have a strict no nut policy due to allergies. Please also make sure 

that if you include items such as grapes or cherry tomatoes  these are cut in half 

(lengthways) in order to reduce the choking hazard. 

 

Have a lovely break, we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year! 

Many thanks, 

The Admin Team 



Update from Rabbits  

 Update from Hedgehogs  

This month we will be going all out with our Christmas celebrations! We will be learn-
ing some festive songs to sing at our Christmas party and exploring lots of glitter to 
make some lovely gifts to bring home. 

The children are enjoying spending time with the Chickens and feeding them their 
grains, so we will continue to do this and collect their eggs. We will also be exploring 
the top playground and the planters, looking at anything that’s growing. We will also 

be taking some Christmassy stories into the woods to read 
with the children. 

Our INSET training day focussed on looking at The Wonder Weeks, which indicates 
leaps in your child’s development. We are working hard to create a pack for parents 
to access to give you more information, but please speak your child’s Key Person for 
more details. 

We are looking forward to our Christmas Party on Friday 15th December between 
4pm-6pm. If you haven’t already indicated if you are able to attend, could you 
please do so and sign up on the list in our room what food item you are able to 
bring. There will be lots of fun activities, including stories and singing. 

 

Over the past few weeks we have continued to develop our motor skills, children have been encouraged to 
dance and move to different types of music including action songs, music from 
around the world and classical tunes. These activities not only support children’s 
large motor skills and coordination they also support them to begin to express 
themselves in a range of ways by moving to different tempos and sounds.  

 

Children have also been joining in activities which boost fine motor development. 
These activities have included snipping and cutting playdough, using large twee-
zers to pick up different objects (e.g. cooked spaghetti or toy bugs in jelly). The 
development of motor skills is an important part of a child becoming ready to 
begin to write when they start school and activities which support this increase in 
the ability to manipulate both large and small resources are very valuable. 

 

We will be enjoying a range of Winter themed activities over the next month including, ice play, making snow-
flakes, developing our independence skills by putting on our own coats/boots etc. and of course some Christmas 
crafts. 

 

Children who are moving through to Pre-school will be visiting their new bases over the 
coming weeks and getting to know the adults and children in the rooms they will be joining. 
Your child’s existing Key Person will provide a full handover to their new Key person to en-
sure that the move goes as smoothly as possible and to make sure that your child’s infor-
mation is passed on effectively.  If you have any questions regarding this transition please do 
not hesitate to ask. 

 

We will be holding our Christmas party on Tuesday 19th December, please speak to staff if 
your child does not attend on a Tuesday and you would like them to join in. 

 



Update from Badgers and Foxes  

 

Badgers and Foxes have been very busy learning in the outdoor environment this month.  In Outdoor Woodland Learning we 
watched the adults light up the Kelly Kettles so that we could have some Hot Chocolate.  We had to listen carefully to the adults as 
we learnt how to sit around the fire pit safely.  We really needed the Hot Chocolate to keep us warm as it was a very cold day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We have been playing with the new van tyres, they are very heavy but they are great for building up our shoulder muscles.  We have 
jumped in and out of them, rolled them and stacked them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We have also made some magic potions in the sand kitchen and some of us got very messy with the paint and water.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are all excited for Christmas and we have been busy learning songs for our Nativity Christmas songs performance, we hope you 
will be able to join us on Monday 18 December at 9.15am and Wednesday 20 December at 1.15pm. 

 

We are saying a very sad goodbye to Tammy in Foxes class who is moving to a nursery closer to her home, we wish her all the very 
best in her new job.    Wendy in Badgers class will not be back till after Christmas as she is ill with pneumonia.  

 

We wish all children and parents a very Happy Christmas and restful break and we look forward to seeing you in January 



Staffing Updates 

 Christmas parties  for Fox and Badger rooms will be on Wednesday 13th December in the 

morning session and Friday 15th December in the afternoon session – more details to follow.  

  Friday 15th December—Christmas party for Rabbits– more details to follow 

  Christmas songs event  for Fox and Badger rooms will be on Monday 18th December 

in the morning and Wednesday 20th December in the afternoon – more details to follow 

  Tuesday 19th December—Christmas parties for Hedgehogs—more details to fol-

low. 

  Thursday 21st December—Last day of term for sessional children 

  Friday 22nd December—Last day of term for daycare children 

  Wednesday 3rd January—Term starts for daycare children 

  Friday 5th January—Term starts for sessional children 

  Monday 12th March— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

  Thursday 29th March—Last day of term for sessional children 

  Tuesday 17th April—Term starts for sessional children 

  Saturday 28th April—Spring Fayre—11am—1pm 

  Monday 14th May— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

  Friday 25th May—Last day of term for sessional children 

  Monday 4th June—Term starts for sessional children 

  Thursday 19th July—Last day of term for sessional children 

  Friday 20th July— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

Dates for your diary! (Including term dates) 

At the end of term we are saying goodbye to Tammy (Foxes base) who is leaving Hardmoor to take on a 
deputy manager position at a nursery closer to where she lives.  
Sandra (Hedgehogs base) is also off to pastures new. She will be working in a pre school in her local com-
munity.  
Congratulations to both. We will miss you! 
 
We look forward to welcoming Athene who will be working in Badgers next year.   

Merry Christmas and best wishes for 

the New Year from all at the centre  


