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Thank you to all the parents/carers who responded to the recent Parent Survey
regarding Transition. Altogether we had 21 responses. Your responses are important as this will help us in improving transition between the rooms. It is evident that there are some real
strengths, however there are areas that need to improve. Senior leaders are currently addressing this within
their teams and will endeavour to ensure that transition will be seamless and consistent throughout the Centre. Please see appendix 1 for the results of the survey.
The safeguarding of our children is of the highest priority for the Centre. We have a range of Safeguarding Policies in place which are reviewed regularly by Governors and staff. Full copies of the school’s Safeguarding Policies are available on our website: www.hardmoor.co.uk
Here is a quick overview of some of the policies in place:
Safeguarding:
This is the overarching policy which explains the actions that the Centre takes to keep children safe. It provides
staff with the framework to promote and safeguard the wellbeing of children and how to meet their statutory
responsibilities.
Child Protection:
This is a sensitive area and all staff receive training. The Centre has Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) who
deal with all child protection concerns. The Centre works in close partnership with external agencies in all child
protection issues.
First Aid:
We have several members of staff with First Aid certificates who undergo training in order to deliver First Aid.
The policy explains the procedures staff follow in the event of a medical emergency and accidents.
Health and Safety:
The safety of children, staff and visitors is paramount. Risk assessments are regularly undertaken for activities,
bases and the grounds.
Medication:
This explains our procedures for administering and storing medicines at the Centre.
The policy also outlines the responsibilities of parents.
Finally, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all children thrive, developing
their confidence and enjoying purposeful play with peers and adults. Play is such an
important part of children’s development and cannot be underestimated. As
summed up by Albert Einstein: “Play is the highest form of research”.
Susanne Ottens
Executive Headteacher

Head of Centre Update
We are all very excited about the Winter Bazaar coming up on Saturday 25th November! The staff team have been busy planning some fun, FREE activities including: a
sensory play area for babies, craft activities and a fun challenge in the woodland. There will be a range of stalls including beauty products, gifts, books and refreshments. There will also be a raffle, tombola and lucky dip! Friends of Hardmoor
are organising a photo booth competition too, so bring along your best silly pose! We
will be running a cake stall and home made food stall. If you are able to contribute
items to either, please bring them in on Friday 24th Nov with a full list of ingredients.
The event is open to everyone, so please bring your family and friends.
As part of our duty to embed safeguarding children into the curriculum, the children will be finding out about
the Pantosaurus! As well as a very catchy song, talking PANTS teaches children important messages, like their
body belongs to them and that they should tell an adult if they're upset or worried.
To find out more about the Pantosaurus and keeping your child safe, follow the link to the NSPCC site below. If
you would like to know more about the activities your child will have an opportunity to participate in, please
speak to your child's key person.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/underwear-rule/

Talk PANTS (The Underwear Rule) | NSPCC
www.nspcc.org.uk

Our PANTS activity pack makes it easy to talk to your child about
staying safe from harm. With a word search, dot-to-dot and maze
game, you can help them learn ...

Have you seen our Facebook page? We post lots of information about events and activities in the local area and
updates about what the children are doing at The Centre.
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/
Emma Bàtor
Head of Centre

Admin update
We are changing our permission forms slightly and so you may be asked to complete a new form. If you do
receive one please send it back to reception as soon as possible.
Our front door is now automatic! When we press the button to release the door for you it
will open automatically so please ensure you stand back. Likewise, please use the large
button in the reception area to open the door rather than pushing the door handle.
If your child is off sick, please ensure you call us to let us know. If you leave a message on the answerphone
please ensure you give a reason for your child’s absence.
Many thanks,
The Admin Team

Update from Rabbits
This month we will continue to bring the outside in, making firework pictures in
the messy room, with glue, glitter and paints. We will also be making marks on
big sheets of paper and card across the floor to help with our gross and fine motor skills.
In October, we made a sensory farm with the children using dry cereals and
farm animals. We will be repeating this activity this month as it was so popular
with our children. We will extend it by adding wooden blocks for making enclosures and also by using jungle animals.
The children are really enjoying water play at the moment, so we will continue
with filling and pouring. We will be singing lots of songs with numbers, such as 5 little ducks, 1,2,3,4,5 once I
caught a fish alive and 5 little speckled frogs.
To help with creative and imaginative development, we will be having a Teddy Bears Picnic on the floor and if
the weather continues to be dry we will take these outside too.
Towards the end of the month, we will start thinking about Christmas, making decorations and pictures, and
exploring ice in our sensory play.
We will be having a Christmas Party for the children in Rabbits, on Friday 15 th December. We would like to
invite all children and parents of the Rabbits room to join us for an afternoon of Christmas fun! More details
will follow soon, but please save the date!
Please can we just remind parents that we do access the garden in all weathers, so could you make sure your
child has a thick, warm coat and hat and welly boots with them in the morning.
Thank you.
Could we also remind parents that our new procedure states if a child is more than
one hour late in, after their session starts, we will be contacting you to make sure
everyone is ok. As I’m sure you can appreciate this is incredibly time consuming for
us to achieve. Could we please ask for your cooperation to ensure we are contacted in case of any absence, each day your child is due to attend.
Thank you for all those parents who attended Parent’s evening. We hope you enjoyed catching up and finding out all about your child’s development. If you were
unable to attend or missed your appointment, and wish to speak to your child’s
Key Person please speak to them to arrange a time convenient for you both.

Update from Hedgehogs
We have been doing lots of exploring in the woods over the past few weeks. Children have been increasing
their motor skills by balancing on logs and planks, practising climbing steps and ladders and moving in
different ways around different spaces. They have also been developing their team work and problem solving
skills by using ropes and pulleys to lift buckets, moving large pieces of wood from one place to another and
taking turns to use equipment. We have provided activities to support their knowledge and understanding of
the world around them by including them in mini beast hunts, collecting
leaves to use in craft activities and looking at the trees - their leaves, bark
and shapes.
We also engaged in a wide range of activities based around Autumn and
Halloween, carving pumpkins, making soup from the flesh and using the
soft, slippery, small, slimy seeds as part of our sensory play and to support
language development.

Children have been showing an increasing interest in books and stories, many choosing
to sit with books in the quiet corner or bringing books to an adult to read. As a result we
have been planning some activities around familiar stories- for example ‘The three little
pigs’ and ‘The 3 Billy goats gruff’. Please let us know if your child has any favourite
stories and we will try to incorporate them in our activities
We have all loved reading the Wow stars you have been bringing in for us - what a
wonderful group of children we have!! The children are always very pleased when we
share them with the group so please keep sharing those special moments with us.
If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team who will be more than
happy to speak with you.

Update from Badgers and Foxes
Dear Parents
The children have returned from their break refreshed and full of energy!
Just a polite reminder, please could all clothes be named as we have
had items of clothing go missing which can be expensive to replace.
Each child needs a named pair of wellies and a warm and if possible
waterproof coat to be in Nursery every day, as we go outside in all
weathers and our gardens can be muddy in damp weather.
Stay and Play
Thank you to all of the parents/grandparents who were able to attend this session.
They were able to see their child in ‘action’ within in the nursery environment, and
were able to have a go at playing with their child. They experienced mark making with
shaving foam, joining in the mark making area, having a cup of tea in the café, blowing
bubbles in the water, reading stories, computers and playing with the scented/
textured playdough.

OWL (Outdoor Woodland Learning)
We have begun our outdoor learning sessions outside on a Monday afternoon
and Thursday morning, hence why we need wellies and a warm coat. The children are currently exploring the environment with staff support. We have made
a base camp for each class and this is where we have our snack time. We will be
planning focused activities to extend the children’s learning in a woodland environment. We ensure children are always covered up however please do check
your child for ticks. For further information: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
lyme-disease/

Dates for your diary! (Including term dates)


Friday 17th November—Children in need Pyjama day! All staff and children are invited
to come to nursery in their favourite pyjamas in return for a donation. Suggested
minimum donation £1, all proceeds will go to Children in Need



Monday 20th November—Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children



Week beginning 20th November—Badger Room parents
meetings. Notices will be displayed within the based.



Saturday 25th November, 11am to 1pm—Winter Bazaar — Please
see attached leaflet for details. We need donations of chocolate
for the tombola, there is a donation box in the rooms and on Friday 24 November cake donations either shop bought or homemade – all homemade cakes must be labelled with the ingredients please



Week beginning 27th November—Fox Room parents meetings. Notices will be displayed within the base.



Christmas parties for Fox and Badger rooms will be on Wednesday 13th December in
the morning session and Friday 15th December in the afternoon session – more details
to follow.



Friday 15th December—Christmas party for Rabbits– more details to follow



Christmas songs event for Fox and Badger rooms will be on Monday 18th December in
the morning and Wednesday 20th December in the afternoon – more details to follow



Tuesday 19th December—Christmas parties for Hedgehogs—more details to follow.



Thursday 21st December—Last day of term for sessional children



Friday 22nd December—Last day of term for daycare children



Wednesday 3rd January—Term starts for daycare children



Friday 5th January—Term starts for sessional children



Monday 12th March— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children



Thursday 29th March—Last day of term for sessional children



Tuesday 17th April—Term starts for sessional children



Saturday 28th April—Spring Fayre—11am—1pm



Monday 14th May— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children



Friday 25th May—Last day of term for sessional children



Monday 4th June—Term starts for sessional children

Winter Bazaar
Saturday 25th November
11am-1pm
We are holding our Winter Bazaar.
Everyone is invited.
50p entrance for adults and children are free.
There will be lots of activities both inside and outside for the whole family.
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If you would like to enquire about running your own stall for £5 please
contact the centre with the details below.

Please contact: Emma - Ebator@hardmoor.co.uk
Hardmoor Early Years Centre
Leaside Way, Bassett Green,
Southampton, SO16 3EP
Telephone:
023 8055 2220

Appendix 1– Transition survey results
Parents emailed: 183
Responses received: 21 (11.5%)
I received relevant information about my child’s transition to a new base

The information I have received helps me to understand the routines and expectations in my
child’s new base

I was given the opportunity to meet my child’s new key person prior to transition

I felt reassured that my child’s new base would be able to cater for my child

Which base is your child currently in?

