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I can’t believe that we’re already halfway through the academic year 

– time really does fly when you’re busy and having fun! The children 

are continuing to make good progress in their development and learning and as always, it’s a 

pleasure to see them happy and thriving being active learners. Teachers and practitioners regu-

larly review children’s learning to gauge the progress they have made. Of course, you also re-

ceive updates on your child’s progress through Tapestry and I hope that you find this informa-

tive in following your child’s learning journey whilst at the centre. 

Communication and language is of uppermost importance in children’s development and learn-

ing. I’m pleased to invite parents to an Every Child a Talker (ECaT) workshop on 22nd May 9.15-

10.30 am hosted by Jan Stevens, Speech and Language Therapist. Jan has extensive experience 

and this will be a very informative workshop in which she will share top-tips for promoting 

young children’s language. We hope to see you there! 

“One of the best things we can do with young children is to have interesting and enjoyable con-

versations with them”  Michael Rosen 

 

Susanne Ottens     

Executive Headteacher 

 

Head of Centre Update 

Transition update 

Transition is the term we use for the changes children experience during their time at The Cen-
tre.  This year we are focusing on improving the transitions for children when they start at Hard-
moor and when they move from one base to another. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has provided feedback about their child 
starting or moving base at the beginning of the Spring term.  Hearing 
about your child’s experience enables us to see how effectively the 
activities we plan to help children settle into their new base are be-
ing carried out.  It also helps us to understand parents expectations 
so that we can improve our communication and delivery of the tran-
sition plan. 

 



Frequent questions that come up relate to the change be-
tween the under 3’s and over 3’s provision at The Cen-
tre.  In particular, the different type of handover at the end 
of the day and the way children’s development is recorded 
on Tapestry.  As children get older, the ratio of adults to 
children decreases.  Children under 3 have 1 adult to 3-4 
children.  Children over 3 years old have 1 adult to 8-10 
children.  This is in line with the legal requirements set our 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).  In order for 
staff in Badgers and Foxes bases who work with children aged 3-4 years old to provide high quali-
ty play and learning experiences to the higher number of children, the number of observations 
recorded on Tapestry is reduced (typically 1 per week) with practitioners also taking brief written 
observations which are discussed with the Teacher to provide sufficient evidence for accurate 
assessment of children’s development. 

 

We have made changes to how staff are organised so that, as far as practicably possible, children 
attending the day care provision have a member of staff from their base available until we close 
at 6pm to have a handover conversation with parents.  We hope that this is helping children to 
feel more secure throughout their day as well as improve the handover to parents.  At times 
when it is not possible for a member of staff from your child’s base to be available to the end of 
the day, a brief written handover form will be completed. 

 

For those of you whose children are moving base after the Easter Break, you should be notified 
of your child visiting their new base and introduced to your child’s new Key Person over the next 
couple of weeks.  You will received a welcome letter with information about your child’s new 
base and photos of the staff.  This is all overseen by the Base Leaders, please speak to the direct-
ly if you have any concerns: 

 

Jane Cattell 
Teacher 
Badgers 

 

Health & Safety: parking 

Sessional nursery drop off times are very busy and we are aware that 
many parents drive to The centre as you have commitments to get to or you have longer distanc-
es to travel.  We have received some complaints from local residents that their driveways have 
been blocked by people dropping off children at The Centre.   

We are very fortunate not to have any parking restrictions in the local streets.  Please do take 
care not to block driveways or the entrance to The Centre.  We must have access for emergency 
vehicles at all times. 

Thank you. 

Emma Bátor — Head of Centre 

Wendy Jacobs 

Teacher 

Badgers 

Sarah Brown 

Teacher  

Foxes 

Jilly Pearce 

Senior EYP 

Hedgehogs 

Jilly Pearce 

Senior EYP 

Hedgehogs 

Kjrsti Carr 

Senior EYP  

Rabbits 



Update from Rabbits  

Update from Hedgehogs  

February came and went in a flash, and we can’t believe we are now into 

March! 

The children have had a lot of fun the past few weeks, particularly enjoying 

exploring straw and farm animals, water play and mark making with paint 

on cling film. We have also been exploring the woods, looking at the new 

flowers and leaves starting to grow, and splashing in the puddles with our 

welly boots on! 

Our older children are really enjoying looking through the big books we have in the room. The 

favourites seem to be ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ and ‘Walking through the Jungle’. The repeated 

looking at and being read the books has brought the children on leaps and bounds with their 

language development, their concentration, attention and listening skills. A lot of our older 

children are now naming the animals in the books, the noises they make, and beginning to an-

ticipate what animal is coming next! The younger children seem to de-

light in looking at the pictures, and hearing all the animal names and 

sounds! What is so lovely to see, is that the children are choosing to look 

through the books in small groups without an adult, which is helping 

them with their social skills, sharing and turn taking. This is a delight to 

watch as sharing books together is such an important part of childhood, 

and has been very timely in the build up to world book day! 

We have loved seeing your pictures of snow day fun! If you haven’t al-

ready, please could you upload us some pictures onto tapestry so we can make a display to 

talk with the children about? It would be lovely if each child could have a photo up on display. 

As much as we enjoyed the snow, we are now all looking forward to spring arriving, and being 

able to spend more time in the garden and woods as the weather gets warmer, and planting 

some seeds in our planters on the top playground. 

We are looking forward to seeing you at our special Mother Day tea on Friday! 

Spring has sprung! We are looking forward to spending time at our 
gardening patch and will be planting seeds and small plants which we 
will care for until they grow big enough to harvest. Children will be en-
couraged to weed and water the plot and we aim to eat the produce 
we grow at snack times- if we manage to produce enough we will be 
giving it to Vicki the cook to use. 

 

 



Last Half Term was a very busy and short term!  All of our new 

starters have settled in well to the nursery routines. 

Last term the children discussed Chinese New Year, Milo in 

Foxes class showed us how to use chopsticks.   

 

Other activities we have participated in have included lots of sensory play including mark 
making using wheeled vehicles and paint, exploring coloured and scented water, and making 
patterns in damp sand. All of these support your child to develop a wide range of skills includ-

ing fine and gross motor skills, communication and language, cre-
ativity and personal, social and emotional skills. 

 

Our focus has also been on communication and language and 
continuing to develop relationships so we have been sharing sto-
ries and rhymes, joining in with lots of singing, exploring rhythms 
and rhymes by using instruments to tap out repeated sounds.  

 

During our small group times we have worked on developing our 
turn taking skills and encouraging children to interact during games. These activities and oth-
ers support children in playing cooperatively and encourage sharing, turn taking as well as de-
veloping language and communication.  

Over the coming weeks children will be supported to develop their motor skills through activi-
ties which encourage them to move in different ways- music and movement, balancing, ex-
ploring the woods and action songs. We will also be promoting activities to develop fine mo-
tor skills including threading, scissors, gardening and mark making. These skills are all im-
portant in providing children with the ability to develop coordination, confidence and also 
support pre-writing skills. 

 

Can we remind you to please label your child’s belongings where possible to avoid confusion 
and ensure that children take the correct items home with them. 

 

Please continue to share your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars in the par-
ents’ area beside the board. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team who 
will be more than happy to speak with you.  

Update from Badgers and Foxes  



Dates for your diary! (Including term dates) 

Monday 12th March— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

Tuesday 20th March – 9:30am to 11am - Playtime at Hardmoor 

Thursday 29th March—Last day of term for sessional children 

Tuesday 17th April—Term starts for sessional children 

Monday 14th May— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

Friday 25th May—Last day of term for sessional children 

Monday 4th June—Term starts for sessional children 

Thursday 19th July—Last day of term for sessional children 

Friday 20th July— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

We looked at and talked about dry noodles, some of the children commented “They’re really 

hard” “They’re really dry” “They break” “They feel rough”.  We discussed how we could make 

them soft to eat, so we added hot water to them.  Children commented “They’re sticky 

now!” “They’re soft” “They’re squishy”.   

It made us feel very hungry so we ate some for our snack.  We watched a video clip of the 

Chinese dragon dance which inspired us to our own dancing dragon, we then invited parents 

in to watch their children performing a dragon dance. 

We will be using the woods again, so please ensure your child has their wellies in Nursery 

every day and they have a warm coat, hat, gloves and scarves. 

As spring is now on its way the children are noticing changes 
within their environment.  We will be talking about how 
things are changing outside, but also how they are changing.  

Chat to your child at home about how big they are now, how 

small their clothes are now they’ve grown.  We would like to 

compare what they looked like as a baby and what they look 

like now.  If you have a baby photo you would be willing to 

share, please could you.  

This week your child will be bringing home an invite for a Mother’s Day morning/afternoon 

Tea or for day care parents an event towards the end of the day. 




